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Count on Y-TEX® insecticide ear tags 
to knock out flies, ticks and lice.

So when it’s time to protect your cattle from flies, ticks 
and lice, look for the insecticide tags that put a stop 
to profit-robbing pests: TRI-ZAP™, MAX 40™, XP 820®, 
WARRIOR™, PYthon®, PYthon® Magnum™, and OPtimizer®

from Y-TEX®.

Always read and follow label directions.  All brands shown are trademarks or 
registered trademarks of Y-TEX® Corporation.  © 2020 Y-TEX® Corporation.

Insect pests can wreak havoc on your cattle, from reducing 
weight gains to carrying costly diseases like pink eye. That’s why 
it pays to protect your herd with the proven performance of 
Y-TEX® insecticide ear tags.  Y-TEX® tags control a wide range 
VM�SP]LZ[VJR�WLZ[Z��PUJS\KPUN�OVYU�ÅPLZ��MHJL�ÅPLZ��Z[HISL�ÅPLZ��
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On The Cover:

Kirk Prescott, Bar XP Photo, took this great shot 

of Kip and Paityn Miller of Longview, Alberta, 

helping their dad, Kendall Miller of Box M 

Ranch and Training Services at a late spring 

branding.
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64 150 YEARS OF ANGUS IN AMERICA!

Celebrating a huge milestone for the breed and its 
impact on our industry. Congratulations!

By Heather Smith Thomas

68 LUCAS CATTLE COMPANY -  

LEADING THE WAY

What started as a few acres and a few head  
of cattle has grown to be the largest  
registered Simmental herd in the country.

By Burt Rutherford
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A task force is working to capture  
value for commercial producers of  
Charolais-influenced cattle.

By Sharla Ishmael
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This Veteran co-owned outfit 
fills a community void.

A photo essay by Terri Isenhour
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ON THE SCARBOROUGH RANCH

A blizzard, puppies everywhere, an attempt  
to get through a drifted draw, and the power  
of faith on this Missouri outfit.

By Marli Scarborough

74 STETSON AND WR  

PHOTOGRAPHY AWARD

This issue’s winner is Jayne  
Williams from Missouri.

96 STATE-BY-STATE

Featuring the Nebraska Beef Council.

By Kacy Atkinson
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1-866-383-7827 | ARROWQUIP.COM

$8,875
 HANDLING SYSTEMS STARTING AT

*PRICE STATED IN USD. PRICE BASED ON ARROWQUIP 10 HEAD SYSTEM BASE MODEL. ACTUAL PRICES MAY VARY. PRICING IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

WITHOUT NOTICE. ACCESSORIES AND OPTIONS EXTRA. CONDITIONS MAY APPLY. CONTACT ARROWQUIP FOR FULL DETAILS.

CHOOSE THE GREEN, YELLOW, AND RED CHUTE FOR SAFER CATTLE HANDLING.
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Shooting for that perfect weaning weight.
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Can your critters properly utilize  
the forage in front of them?

By Gilda V. Bryant
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WR takes a peek at popular calf vaccination protocols.
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You Work Your Ranch 24/7

Rice Lake Livestock Scales   
Are Built to Keep Up
Owning equipment that will stand the test of time is vital to your cattle ranch.  

At Rice Lake Weighing Systems, our livestock scales are built by employees  

who are committed to providing quality scales you can count on. 

Learn more about Rice Lake’s tradition of hard-working employees and the livestock   

scales they manufacture at www.ricelake.com/thewibrand.

18' X 8' MAS-M
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Keep those letters coming:

Editor

PO Box 91269

Henderson, NV  89009

tim@workingranchmag.com

1 6 9 0 8 5

Followers

Facebook

This is Louanna Bassett and 
Rooster the dog. We had a great 
day in cow country! Gotta get the 
kids involved! Thanks!

Lara Bassett

  Lovell, WY
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PARAMOUNT
For over a decade, Red Angus females have 

commanded more at auction than all other breeds, 
including Angus. According to Superior Livestock data, 

Red Angus heifers brought nearly $17/cwt more –
that equates to a $92/head premium
on a weaned replacement female.

Elevate to a more valuable female.

To learn more about 
industry-leading 
stayability, visit 

RedAngus.org
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June 22 – 24, 2023

June 24 – July 3, 2023

June – August 2023

July 1 – 8, 2023

July 13 – 15, 2023

August 17 – 18, 2023

The Crooked River Roundup Rodeo in Crook County, Oregon, boasts over 450 

professional rodeo contestants from across the United States competing to take 

over $100,000 in prize money. There is so much goin’ on here you’ll just have to 

check the website for all the action: www.crookedriverroundup.com/rodeo/

Texarkana, Arkansas will be hoppin’ early this summer with the “All 

American” National Junior Brahman Show. Come out and support your 

future Brahman producers. See it all at www.brahman.org.

Youth Ranch Rodeo has some great events scheduled this year.  

Check out the website for all of the rodeos and locations at  

www.wrca.org/2023-youth-ranch-rodeo-schedule/

Guardians of the Plains is the brand of this year’s National Junior Angus 

Show in Grand Isle, NE and these guys are ready to entertain! Showmanship 

is on the menu, followed by a Tradeshow, Tailgate Party, Street Carnival, Silent 

Auction, Clinics, Contests and a bunch of deep-fried stuff. See it all here at 

https://www.njas.info

Cattlemen’s Days in Gunnison, CO has been running a solid 123 years and 

there aren’t very many original players left. But that’s okay because this 

“Granddaddy of Colorado Rodeos” has been keepin’ up with the times. Join 

the PRCA competitors and see what they do best. The portal for the mortals 

is: www.cattlemensdays.com.

If you haven’t unpacked your bag from the last R-CALF USA  

Convention, don’t bother. It’s here again! Rip that old baggage tag off  

and head out for Rapid City, South Dakota to see the plan. Details at 

www.r-calfusa.com.

UPCOMING RANCH RODEOS

STOUT RANCH RODEO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JUNE 23 – 24, 2023

SANTA FE TRAIL RANCH RODEO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JULY 7 – 8, 2023

WAURIKA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE RANCH RODEO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JULY 14 – 15, 2023

TEXAS RANCH ROUNDUP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JULY 21 – 22, 2023

ESTANCIA VALLEY RANCH RODEO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JULY 21 – 22, 2023

WELD COUNTY FAIR RANCH RODEO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JULY 30, 2023

RIDE FOR THE BRAND CHAMPIONSHIP RANCH RODEO  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .AUGUST 5, 2023

TOM HORN DAYS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . AUGUST 11, 2023

BIG BEND RANCH RODEO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . AUGUST 11 – 12, 2023

OCA RANCH RODEO.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  AUGUST 18 – 19, 2023

MOTLEY-DICKENS OLD SETTLERS REUNION & RODEO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . AUGUST 25 – 26, 2023

JACKPOT RANCH RODEO .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . AUGUST 26 – 27, 2023
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July 26
Summer Performance Horse

Online Auction
Listing Cutoff July 12

EquineMarket.com



t’s been over 40 years since I 

first wandered into the bunch-

grass cow paradise of central 

British Columbia to chase my 

dream of big outfit cowboy-

ing. Somebody handed me this 

book, assuming I could read, I’m 

guessing, and I did just that, on my 

first season pulling night shift calv-

ing 300 heifers at Nicola Ranch.

This spring, I ordered a copy of 

Cattle Ranch, by Nina Woolliams, 

online and settled in to re-enjoy (if 

that’s not a word, it oughta be) the 

story of how the country was settled 

not from the East, as some would sup-

pose, but from the South by way of 

Oregon and California. The Gold Rush 

was the instigator. The large crews 

building the railroad through that 

rough country soon after the Rush was 

the Godsend, but ultimately creating 

a market on the West Coast, some 300 

miles away across steep rocky trails 

that would give any one of us cowboys 

nightmares, was the prize.

According to the book, which was 

intricately researched, the country 

was populated in the 1860s with a 

Shorthorn-Durham cross type of a cow, 

hardy for that country, brought up by 

the thousands from origins within the 

3DFLˋF�1:�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��(YHQWXDOO\��

Herefords were brought in and remain 

there until this day, alongside cattle 

from other breeding strategies.

In 1873, about the time Douglas Lake 

was in a major growth period, a Scottish 

cloth merchant by the name of George 

Grant brought some Angus bulls from 

his home country to the small town 

of Victoria, Kansas. Who could have 

known what an impact that venture 

would have on the emerging North 

American beef production industry.

DIDN’T SEE MANY 

ANGUS GROWING UP

Having come from Western Canada, 

the type of cattle I saw growing up 

was mostly Hereford / Charolais cross 

cattle from the 70s, real good feeder 

FULWWHUV��7KH�ˋUVW�WLPH�,�UHFDOO�VHHLQJ�

a real live Angus up close was when 

,� ˋQLVKHG� +LJK� 6FKRRO� LQ� &DOJDU\�

in 1977 and headed West of town to 

snag a job on foot feeding purebred 

donor cattle at the newly established 

Thank you, Nina G. Woolliams, and every author and historian like you, for taking the time and 
tapping into the passion and unstoppable energy it takes to document the quiet and powerful 
evolution of the beef cattle ranching communities across North America. We learn from those 
who came before us, but only if their lessons are at our fingertips. You did that.

Taking the Long Circle

toppin’ out
BY TIM O’BYRNE
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Also available in bumper hitch

An aluminum horse trailer built by a trusted
company known for livestock transportation

You will appreciate the quality Wilson Trailer has built into their Equestrian Series horse trailers. Double wall construction provides 
unmatched strength to the trailer and sturdier slant load dividers provide safe, secure horse transportation. Several options are available to 
outfit your trailer like front and rear tackrooms, swing-out saddle racks, water tanks, powered landing gear and more. 

Make the right choice and choose Wilson.

Ride Safe and Secure. Ride Smooth and Quiet.

• Wilson – A company that stands behind its brand • 5 year structural warranty • Dedicated sales and service support team

• A product line known for its superior quality and a loyal customer base

4400 S. Lewis Blvd. • Sioux City, IA 51106

800-798-2002
www.wilsontrailer.com • sales@wilsontrailer.com

See us at 

National Finals Rodeo
Horseshoe Las Vegas

Dec. 7-16, 2023

Alberta Livestock Transplants (ALT), 

the seed entity for today’s worldwide 

powerhouse Alta Genetics. Angus 

were already strong out West, and it 

was there that I met others on the 

crew (once I proved to be somewhat 

useful) that knew all about them.

Gail Hamilton and her husband Rob 

own and operate one of the premier 

$QJXV� JHQHWLFV� RXWˋWV� LQ� WKH� ZRUOG��

Hamilton Farms, near Cochrane. Gail 

was the vet tech at ALT when I arrived 

knowing virtually nothing. What Gail 

didn’t know about a cow was not worth 

knowing, and she was an invaluable 

member of that highly innovative 

team working on the cutting edge of 

Embryo Transfer back in the day. I 

ended up working under the tutelage 

of Stan Jacobs (who went on to spend 

30 years as Cowboss of Douglas Lake) 

helping out with the 1,500 recipient 

cows scattered out on pasture wher-

HYHU� WKH\� FRXOG� ˋQG� LW�� 7KHUH� ZHUH�

lots of road miles and tons of time in 

the saddle checking heat and sorting 

recips, not all of them cowboy-friendly.

The veterinary team was outstand-

ing. Dr. Bob Janzen was a superb 

example of a skilled professional. His 

calm focus and easy-going attitude 

impressed the young me very much. 

Dr. Brian Shea was the embryologist 

and he really knew his stuff. There 

were a lot of high-value Angus genet-

ics rolling through that operation back 

then, and that’s where I really got to 

see the best of it.

The rest is a blur, as you can imag-

ine, but the opportunity to meet these 

people as a 17 year-old was just about 

the luckiest thing a young cowboy 

could have stumbled upon.

Fast forward 40+ years to 2022 

and the British Columbia Angus 

Association recognizes the 300,000 

acre / 1,500 head Nicola Ranch as the 

Commercial Producer of the Year. The 

long-time ranch manager that helped 

get Nicola Ranch to that level is my very 

own cousin, the energetic and innova-

tive John Parkes, better known as JP.

BACK TO THE BOOK

Cowboys love to read books about 

old ranching because it reminds us of 

how important humility is to remain-

ing grounded. I used to think I was 

tough, but the ghosts of cowboying 

past tapped me on the shoulder many 

times during my evening absorption 

of these pages. Rough trails, rank 

horses, ornery cooks, winters harsh 

and lonely enough to freeze the sense 

out of anyone. Raging forest and grass 

ˋUHV��JUDVVKRSSHU�LQIHVWDWLRQV��EHDUV��

wolves, paralyzing ticks and a cast of 

characters coming and going that 

would rival Lonesome Dove’s.

I snickered at myself recalling an 

incident on some cold circle in my day, 

in a much less challenging time period, 

where there wasn’t enough hot coffee 

in my thermos for a third cup. What a 

disaster. Thankfully I survived.

What I did learn was that to us, a 

ELJ�FRZ�RXWˋW�ZDV�D�SODFH�ˋOOHG�ZLWK�

everything a cowboy loves; tons of 

acreage to roam, good cattle, decent 

toppin’ out
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WWW.KENETREK.COM

800-232-6064

Built for unyielding traction, support and comfort in the 
most rugged terrain and weather. Thick leather uppers 
wrap around supportive nylon midsoles, on top of high 
traction outsoles. Bottom line: They make it possible to 
get anywhere you need to go in total comfort.
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horses, wildlife, freedom, and steady 
work if you could handle it. But, to the 
owners and shareholders, the ranch 
had to make a profit if they were going 

to feed the people. And Nina’s book 
explained in great detail how difficult 

and risky creating and maintaining 

that revenue stream was in those early 
years. There was no infrastructure. 
Think about that. No roads. No lights. 

No indoor plumbing. No phone line 

communication. No gas or electric 

stoves. No vehicles.
Interspersed among the pages were 

records of how the Natives in the val-
ley excelled at ranch work, and how 
Reserves were established with support 
from the settlers so the bands could 
run their own cattle and horses. Some 
of the best cowhands and cowbosses 
came from their culture, many of them 
spending their entire lives dedicated 

to the outfit, with the next generation 

coming up right alongside them.

When the provincial cattlemen’s 
association was faced with voting 

for or against a proposal to accept 

Government assistance during a par-
ticularly bad time, the group was split 

on the vote, many of them not want-
ing to open that door. Apparently it 

caused a rift among them that took a 

long time to heal.

COMING FULL CIRCLE

This summer I complete a full cir-
cle, a very long one, too. The Beef 

Improvement Federation is holding 

their annual convention in Calgary 

this July, and I signed up for everything 

but the golf tournament (although my 

appeal regarding the ruling on the 

“incident” allegedly involving myself 

at the last cattlemen’s golf tourna-
ment is still pending, I think it best 

to quietly distance myself from the 
course at this juncture).

There’s going to be tons of stuff 

going on; seminars, meetings, break-
out sessions. But best of all will be the 
bus tours far and wide. I’m going to 

hop on the Canadian Angus Pre-BIF 

tour featuring four impressive Angus 

outfits and a bona-fide pancake feast 

at the Calgary Stampede! The tail 

end of the conference will host more 
amazing bus trips to ranches, feed-

yards, Olds College and the University 

of Calgary’s WA Ranch.

One of those tours is going to be 

Hamilton Farms. It will be such a 

delight to stand amongst my peers, 

hoping, just hoping, that either Gail 

or Rob will squint their eyes at me 
through the smoky haze and look me 

up and down, exclaiming , “Hey, aren’t 

you that skinny longhaired kid with the 

big glasses we had feeding cows at ALT 

back in the 70s?” Oh, my cowboy pride 
will be on full parade, knowing that I 

left such an extraordinary impression 
on their lives over the decades.

“Why yes, yes it is. And, funny 
story, since then, I’ve...”

“EVERYBODY BACK ON THE BUS!” 

the driver barks like he was late for his 
own wedding.

So much for my big return.
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new on the range
THAT TWINE
IS MINE

Tired of wrasslin’ with those 

twines? Hillco Technologies is 

proud to announce the launch 

of the Wrap Twine Remover, a 

revolutionary new product that 

will allow an operator to remove 

netwrap or twine from large 

round bales and large square 

bales without the need for the 

operator to get out of the cab of 

the tractor.

The Wrap Twine Remover is 

a simple, yet effective solution 

to a common problem faced by 

farmers and ranchers. The device is designed to be mounted to the front of a tractor 

and is operated with controls from the cab. The Wrap Twine Remover is capable of 

removing netwrap or twine from large round bales and large square bales quickly and 

efficiently, allowing the operator to remain in the cab of the tractor.

The Wrap Twine Remover is designed to be easy to operate and maintain and is built 

to last. It is constructed with Hillco’s brand-known exceptional quality and is designed 

to withstand the rigors of daily use. The Wrap Twine Remover is also designed to 

be compatible with a variety of tractors, making it a great choice for farmers and 

ranchers of all sizes.

For more go to www.hillcotechnologies.com and check out this (private – must 

follow link) video on our YouTube channel https://youtu.be/EUvUvh9Nc90.

PLEASE JOIN US
Anything that makes fencing easier, WR is all for it! Gripple, the market leading 

manufacturer of wire joiners and tensions for agricultural fencing, has released a new 

wire joiner specifically for use with high tensile barbed wire.

The new High Tensile joiner is 16 percent stronger than using a traditional wire 

knot, thanks to Gripple’s patented corrosion resistant ceramic wedge technology, 

which means barbed wire joints last the lifetime of the fence.

Gripple’s new Barbed range, which includes a Mild Steel joiner and a High Tensile 

joiner has been specifically designed to grip the unique shape of barbed wire, proving 

long lasting joints for installation or repair.

Manufactured from corrosion-resistant materials, the High Tensile joiner is 

designed to last the lifetime of the fence. In addition, with its built-in release function, 

it enables release and adjustment if needed.

Gripple’s new High Tensile joiner is compatible with standard wire gauge 2x 15.5 swg 

to 2x 14 swg. As part of the new Gripple 

Barbed range, both the High Tensile 

and Mild Steel Barbed wire joiners offer 

a multitude of benefits. Compatible 

with barbed wire 2 x 14 swg to 2 x 

12½ swg , the Mild Steel Barbed wire 

joiner, like the High Tensile version, is 

easy to use, quick to install and very 

reliable. For more visit https://www.

gripple.com/ or for more on the Barbed 

range visit https://www.gripple.com/

products/agriculture/barbed/.

BOVINE / 
EQUINE
ANTI- 

HISTAMINE

KineticVet 

announces FDA 

approval of RE-COVR™ 

(tripelennamine 

hydrochloride injection), 

NADA # 006-417, supplied 

as a sterile solution in 

multiple dose vials (250 

mL) containing 20 mg 

per mL. RE-COVR™ is an 

injectable antihistamine 

indicated for use in cattle 

(beef & dairy) and horses. It 

is approved for conditions 

in which antihistaminic 

therapy may be expected to 

lead to alleviation of some 

signs of disease.

RE-COVR™ is part of 

KineticVet’s commitment 

to deliver the latest product 

innovation. It is available 

through your animal health 

supplier in a 250 mL 

(20 mg per mL) bottle.  

For more information call 

877-786-9882 or visit 

www.kineticvet.com.
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new on the range

LOAD ‘EM UP

These are worth a look. KIOTI Tractor, a division of 
Daedong-USA, Inc., announces the addition of the CK20 

and  DK20 Series models to its tractor lineup. Front-end 
loader work is made easier with the new integrated 
joystick that also houses standard third-function controls. 
The joystick enables the operator to perform all loader 
functions with a single lever, and when combined with the 
optional third-function valve kit and attachments, unlocks 
additional capability.

Select CK20SE Cab and  DK20SE models arrive factory-
prepped for the optional RPM Raise feature. With this 
feature, operators can temporarily increase to maximum 
engine RPMs at the push of a button when lifting heavy 
loads, and return to the preset RPMs once completed, 
making tasks more efficient.

Other features include new LED headlights, increasing 
nighttime visibility for long days on the job. Additionally, 
a new steel hood increases machine durability, along with 
improved branding and a more modern look.

Ranging from 25 to 40 horsepower, the high-performance CK20 

Series comes standard with power steering, wet multi-disc brakes, 
and a joystick valve with third-function controls. Buyers have the 
option to purchase the third-function valve kit needed to power 
front-mounted hydraulically-actuated attachments.

Ranging from 40 to 55 horsepower, the DK20 Series is powered by 
a dependable, liquid-cooled, fuel-efficient, 3-cylinder KIOTI diesel 
engine. The new DK20SE models, ranging from 40 to 58 horsepow-
er, feature the largest fuel tank capacity of the line at 12.7 gallons 
and reach a top speed of 18.45 mph. Visit www.KIOTI.com for more.

MAKES PERFECT SENSE

Next to rainfall, time is a ranch’s most precious resource. 
RanchSense helps ranchers save time and money by 
remotely monitoring water tanks and troughs. The chore of 
driving hours to check water levels can be done in minutes 
from a convenient phone app. The savings in time, fuel, tires, 
and vehicle repair are significant.

RanchSense also notifies ranchers when water levels fall 
below pre-determined levels. This helps ranchers monitor 
pumps and other infrastructure used to provide critical 
water resources to livestock and wildlife.

“Monitoring water storage in rough country used to take 
more than two hours a day,” says Dakota 
Holmes, manager of the Happy Cove Ranch 
in Alpine, Texas. “With RanchSense, it 
takes about 30 seconds! That gives me 
more time to spend on other tasks around 
the ranch.”

RanchSense is solar-powered and 
satellite-connected so it works perfectly 
in areas with no cell service, all for $1 
per day. With installations from south 
Texas and the desert Southwest into the 
Rockies, RanchSense is a proven tool that 
provides immediate cost and time savings 
to Ranchers.

RanchSense is an American Company helping 
American Ranchers. The company is owned and 
managed by a Texas rancher who designed the system 
from the ground up to make life easy for his fellow 
ranchers. For more information, please visit 
www.RanchSense.com or give us a call at 210-247-4941.
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COURT RULES IN FAVOR  

OF BEEF PRODUCERS  

IN WOTUS CASE

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
unanimously in favor of the Sackett 
family in Sackett v. EPA – the court’s 
most recent consideration of which 
features are subject to federal Clean 
Water Act jurisdiction. In its holding, 
the court soundly rejected the conten-
tious “significant nexus” test. National 

Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA) 
strongly supports this ruling and 
is currently engaged in a litigation 
against the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) regarding the Biden 
Administration’s WOTUS definition.

“Cattle producers across the country 
can breathe a sigh of relief today. Since 
EPA’s adoption of the “significant 

nexus” test, cattle producers have had 

to retain costly legal services to deter-
mine if water features on their prop-
erty are federally jurisdictional,” said 

Todd Wilkinson, South Dakota cattle 
producer and President of the National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Association. “Today’s 
Supreme Court opinion refocuses the 
Clean Water Act on protecting our water 
resource through regulatory clarity. We 
look forward to working with the EPA 
and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as they 
implement the Court’s new Continuous 
Surface Connection standard.”

NCBA submitted an amicus brief in 
the Sackett case, encouraging elim-
ination of the Significant Nexus test 

in exchange for a more practical stan-
dard. “In its brief to the Court, NCBA 
highlighted the unconstitutionality of 
imposing criminal penalties for vio-
lations of vague standards under the 
Clean Water Act. The Court recognized 
and reversed the Significant Nexus test, 

in part due to the constitutional due 
process risk that it created,” said Mary-

Thomas Hart, Chief Counsel for the 
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association.

NCBA has been heavily involved in 
litigation surrounding the WOTUS 
rule since 2015. NCBA filed suit against 

the Obama-era WOTUS definition, 

defended the Trump-era definition that 

brought more clarity to what water fea-
tures are included under WOTUS, and 
filed suit against the Biden administra-
tion’s WOTUS rule that did not include 
critical agricultural exemptions.

A Cowman’s Best Friend at Calving Time!

Fits ATV’s and UTV’s! Safe Processing!

 -

*DU\�5HLPHU��2.
i/FWFS�IBT�UBHHJOH�B�DBMG�CFFO�

FBTJFS�PS�TBGFS���.PNNB�DPXT�

BSF�OPU�OFBS�BT�OFSWPVT�XIFO�

UIFZ�DBO�TNFMM�UIFJS�DBMWFT�w�

%RE�6HHO\��:<
w5IJT�QSPEVDU�IBT�CFFO�

JOWBMVBCMF��*U�NBLFT�UIF�KPC�PG�

EPDUPSJOH�BOE�UBHHJOH�DBMWFT�

TJHOJGJDBOUMZ�TBGFS���*�BN�

HSBUFGVM�GPS�UIF�DBMG�DBUDIFS�

NBLJOH�UIF�QSPDFTT�FBTJFS�w�

'DQ�%DUWHOV��1(
i$BUDIFT�UIF�DBMWFT�GJOF���UIF�

UIJOH�*�MJLF�CFTU�JT�UIF�DPX�

GPMMPXT�TP�ZPV�DBO�HFU�UIF�

QBJS�QVMMFE�XJUIPVU�NFTTJOH�

XJUI�UIF�XIPMF�IFSE�w

0RUH�WHVWLPRQLDOV�RQ�ZHEVLWH�

Designed for Processing Safety...
- Enables quick and safe calf catching!
- Convenient, step in access of producer!
- Holder secures calf for easy processing!
- User-friendly inside release of calf to cow!
- Move calves easier with cow following!
- Less cow stress, mother can see and smell calf!
- Reduces danger while working new calves!
- Quick Mount/Dismount on both ATV & UTVs!

ONE PERSON can now SAFELY and EASILY 

process calves without concern of the 

protective mother cow!

Easy and Safe Catching!

Safe Release!

Watch action video at
SafetyZoneCalfCatchers.com

For local dealers or to order, call 877-505-0914 today!

*..&%*"5& �4) *11 */(�

Now 
available 

with a 
digital 
scale!
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Sunny Side
With these superb solar units

Keep On the

that’s an improvement
COMPILED BY  TIM O’BYRNE

AUTO EASY FEEDER

,I�\RX’UH�ORRNLQJ�WR�LQFUHDVH�WKH�HIˋ-

ciency of supplemental pasture feeding, 

FKHFN�WKLV�RXW��6FLHQWLˋF�VWXGLHV�KDYH�

SURYHQ� WKDW� IHHGLQJ� OLYHVWRFN� WZLFH� D�

day, once in the morning and once in 

WKH� DIWHUQRRQ�HYHQLQJ�� LV� EHQHˋFLDO�

IRU� JUHDWHU� JURZWK� SHUIRUPDQFH� DQG�

KHDOWK��3HUIRUPDQFH�LV�EHVW�ZKHQ�IHHG-

ings occur at the same time each day 

WKDW�FRUUHVSRQG�ZLWK�WKH�ORZHVW�HQYL-

URQPHQWDO� KHDY\� ORDG� LQ� WKH� VXPPHU�

DQG�WKH�FROGHVW�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�ZLQWHU�

The Auto Easy Feeder is a program-

PDEOH� OLYHVWRFN� IHHGHU� WKDW�XWLOL]HV� D�

��Y�SRZHU�VRXUFH��ZKLFK�LV�PDLQWDLQHG�

E\� D� VRODU� FHOO�� 7KH� XQLW� FDQ� EH� SUR-

grammed to feed up to 80 times per 

GD\��ZLWK�DGMXVWDEOH�UXQ�WLPH�OHQJWKV�

The Auto Easy Feeder dispenses 

GLIIHUHQW�W\SHV�DQG�VL]HV�RI�EXON�IHHG��

WH[WXUHG�W\SH�IHHG��RU�FXEH�IHHG�ZLWK-

RXW� DQ\� DGMXVWPHQW�QHHGHG�–� VLPSO\�

load the desired type of feed into the 

ately, it’s hard to predict 

what kind of weather 

patterns you’re going to 

experience on your out-

fit moving forward, but 

the Sun is still the “star” of the 

show, and harnessing this power-

ful energy is a great way to in-

crease efficiency.

If you’re looking to move into 

solar for livestock, irrigation or 

other water pumping and level 

monitoring tasks, or micro-man-

age your creep feeding strategy, 

here’s a few ways to do that:

Auto Easy Feeder

Auto Easy Feeder
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feeder. Waste from random overcon-

sumption is minimized, and the feed 

itself is never left standing free choice 

in the bunk (think deer and feral hogs).

Salt is frequently used to limit feed 

intake of livestock by mixing it with 

the bulk feed. However, salt is not a 

precise regulator of intake since cer-

tain animals may tolerate more salt 

than others and keep eating. The 

Auto Easy Feeder portions out the 

required feed amounts to achieve the 

best yields in growth, without having 

to utilize salt and other limiters.

Models come in widths of 4’, 8’ and 

16’. Each unit has a capacity for 325 - 

425 lbs of feed per foot, depending on 

the feedstuff (4’ model holds 1,300 - 

1,700 lbs). Head over to https://www.

autoeasyfeeder.com/ for more info.

SUN PUMPS

A lot of WR readers could be con-

sidered remote, so solar makes perfect 

sense if you can tap into it. Sun Pumps 

offers unique solar pumping solutions 

for a variety of applications. Their 

SXPSV� DUH� VSHFLˋFDOO\� GHVLJQHG� IRU�

remote locations beyond grid power. 

Sun Pumps can design an individual-

ized system for any volume of water. 

Their line of solar powered products 

include submersibles, boosters, pool 

pumps, jet pumps, pond aerators, 

plunger pumps, piston pumps and 

turbid pumps for larger applications—

all requiring no fuel other than the 

power of the sun. The company’s easy 

to install pump systems are in use all 

over the world by ranchers, farmers, 

towns, municipalities, parks, home-

owners and gardeners, giving them 

affordable access to water wherever 

it’s needed. For more info go to https://

w w w . s u n p u m p s .

com/ProductGroups/

Livestock%20Watering

RanchCheck’s AguaCheck

Sun Pumps
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that’s an improvement

RANCHCHECK’S AGUACHECK

A trusty remote level sensor 
would be such a time-saver for busy 
livestock folks. AguaCheck from 
RanchCheck is a level sensor for 
many types of water tank applica-
tions, allowing you to monitor sys-
tems located within adequate cell 
service using text messages.

• Capabilities include:
• Resolution of about 1”
• Automatic daily level reports
• Low water level alerts
• Rapid water loss alerts
• Works anywhere with adequate 

cell coverage
• Solar battery recharging for a 
ORQJ�ˋHOG�OLIH

• Durable rainproof enclosure
• Easy setup and installation

Installation is easily accomplished 
by mounting the unit at the top of the 
tank and lowering the weighted cable 
into the tank. The standard sensor 
can measure up to 15 feet of water, 
but other depth options are available 
on request.

%HQHˋWV�

• Be alerted to low water levels 
before your livestock run out of 
water.

• Know when to turn a pump on 
and off without wasting time or 
RYHUˌRZLQJ�D�UHPRWH�WDQN�

• Lower pump electric bills.
• 'HWHFW�D�EURNHQ�ˌRDW�YDOYH�RU�

other leak before the tank is 
drained.

• Enable water usage planning 
and rationing.

• Version 6 and later of our remote 
tank level sensor can also pro-
vide graph visualizations

For more information check out 
https://ranchcheck.com/

RPS SOLAR PUMPS

The folks at RPS Solar Pumps 
KDYH�LW�ˋJXUHG�RXW�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�

ranchers getting it done. First, choose 
your water use: Livestock; Off-Grid 

Living; Irrigation; Filling Ponds / 
Fountains & Aeration; Land Trust / 
Conservation; NRCS.

Their website FAQs say it all.
“All our kits come with our great RPS 

pumps, full variable speed controller, 
tank & well low sensors, solar panels, 
wires, plumbing connectors, splice kits 
and more. In addition to the basic kit, 
we offer what we call the ‘Turnkey kit’ 
which is great if you’re a long way from 
a hardware store and want to make 
sure you have everything onsite! (it 
includes mounting hardware for the 
SDQHOV��SXPS�ZLUH��ˌH[LEOH�SRO\�SLSH��

well seal assembly, safety rope etc.) If 

RPS Solar Pumps
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you have some of the parts already, it 

may be cheaper to piece together the 

parts locally as you won’t pay shipping. 

For first time installers, the turnkey kit 

is popular and generally recommended 

by our team.”

Complete the steps of the WATER 

ASSURANCE PLAN™ with any RPS 

Pump Sizing Specialist and you’ll be 

guaranteed water after proper installa-

tion or your money back! Go to https://

www.rpssolarpumps.com/ for more.

HANEN AUTOMATIC SOLAR 

POWERED CATTLE FEEDERS

This unit is great for pasture manage-

ment. The Expandable Hanen LSF-12 

Automatic Solar-Powered Livestock 

Feeder provides programmable timed 

nutrition amounts of various free-flow-

ing feed types to your livestock, up 

to 12 feedings per day. Hanen’s pat-

ented Hydraulically-Powered Feed 

Dispensing System uses fewer moving 

parts for less maintenance. Automatic 

feeding is convenient & saves time. 

Livestock summoned by an audio feed-

ing signal arrive at the feeder in an 

orderly fashion.

Features:

• 2 - 8’ troughs feed up to 12 head 

of cattle at a time, more if feed-

ing calves or smaller animals

• Programmable feeding up to 12 

times per day

• 75 bushel / 3,500 lb hopper 

capacity

• Durable heavy duty 7-14 gauge 

steel construction and 100% 

powder coated inside and out

• 100 watt solar-powered system 

with mppt solar controller

• Vented battery enclosure (12-

volt battery not supplied)

• Portable, can be moved by trac-

tor with lifting forks

• Expandable - connect up to 4 

additional hoppers to accommo-

date herd growth

• Hand-wired electrical panels 

with 3 yr conditional warranty

• Manufactured in the USA

Head on over to https://www.auto-

maticcattlefeeder.com/ for more.

Designed by ranchers for Ranchers

Since 2003

Square and Rectangular Tubing for increased strength and durability

Quick Release latch 1.5" gap for easy cleaning

*Custom Axles

*Lifetime Flooring

*Tool Box

Customizable to your operation

*Floating Gate allowing you to adjust your compartment size

*Roller Pins under Bumper

*Tack Room & Dog Box Combinations

*Drop Deck & Ground Load Options

Options Available

Hanen Automatic Solar 

Powered Cattle Feeders
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A Weighty Decision

scales | cattle handling
BY TERRYN DRIELING

hether we like it or not, as ranchers our profitability 

is tied to the pounds, and not just the pounds we sell. 

There are the pounds we feed and the pounds that in-

form our medication administration that also factor into 

our bottom line. And having a scale on the place can be 

a great tool in protecting those pound-based profits.

WHAT TO CONSIDER

Knowing which scale will serve 

you and your operation best can be a 

weighty decision. So, here are a few 

things to ponder before settling on 

a scale.

• Is a single-animal setup 

right for you, or do you need  

a group scale?

• Will a permanent scale work, 

or would a portable be better?

• Are cattle the only thing 

you’d want to weigh?

• Is it worth the investment to go 

ahead and get something that’s 

legal-for-trade or are you happy 

with your current point of sale?

WHAT’S OUT THERE

If you’re a seedstock producer, 

a stocker/backgrounder, have a 

ranch-direct beef business, or indi-

vidual weights just matter more than 

average weights on your operation, a 

single-animal scale might be the way 

to go.

LBS Calf Scale
The LBS Calf Scale is designed 

for ranches where birth weights are 

recorded for registration or record 

keeping systems. The LBS Calf Scale 

features load cells and a digital read-

RXW� ˋWWHG� WR� D� FDOI� UDFN� WKDW� FDQ� EH�

mounted on a pickup, ATV, or any 

vehicle with a receiver hitch. The rack 

securely holds the calf for weighing, 

but also holds the calf at a good work-

ing height for tagging and can be used 

for transporting calves as well.

Learn more at www.lbsscales.com

Central City Scales Inc.
Central City Scales Inc. offers a 3’ 

x 8’ Individual Animal Scale as an 

alternative to weighing individual 

animals through the squeeze chute. 

This scale can be used in stationary 

or portable applications.

Available options:

• 5K Scale Kit with Model 640 

Indicator

• 3’ x 8’ Platform Deck

• 3’ X 8’ Livestock Racks

• Metal Protector Box to Store 

Indicator

• Winch type wheel system for 3’ x 

8’ Livestock Scale

Learn more about Central City 

Scales Inc. and the customization 

they offer at, www.ccscales.com

LBS Calf Scale

26 I  WORKING RANCH  I  SUMMER 2023



Cattle Dosing Meets  
the Digital Age

Just like the cordless drill revolutionized the 

construction industry the Te Pari Revolution Dosing gun 

is set to do the same to cattle treatments. A battery pack 

set in a robust casing powers the plunger mechanism 

and with one simple touch of the button (as opposed to a 

hand pump on the handle) an accurate, fully calibrated 

dose is delivered to the animal. After the dose is delivered 

the plunger shoots back with incredible speed to refill 

the chamber, ready to deliver the next dose. The speed 

and ease of use means the Te Pari Revolution Dosing gun 

will drastically reduce hand stress, while delivering an 

accurate dosage for every animal.

The Te Pari Revolution Smart powered model is also 

part of a modern ranchers animal 

management program. A Gallagher ID/

XR or Gallagher TW Scale auto calculates 

the animal dose and delivers it to the 

gun via wifi which then automatically 

adjusts the dosage for each animal.

Benefits

R Battery Powered for ease of use 

and reduced hand strain

R Improved medicine performance 

with exact dose based on animal 

weight

R Eliminates costly over-dosing

R Reduces product resistance caused 

by under-dosing

R Counter to see how many animals 

you have done and how much 

product you have used

R Very good suction due to powered 

piston forward and back 

allowing draw off from bulk 

containers

Check out these videos on what Te 

Pari customers say:

https://www.tepari.

com/us/learning-center/

experience-te-pari/customer-

testimonials/?category=dosing-

guns-and-weigh-scales or head over to https://www.

tepari.com/us/products/dosing-guns/smart-dosing-gun/

for more info.

Rice Lake Weighing Systems -  
Stationary Livestock Scale - MAS-M

The model MAS-M by Rice Lake Weighing Systems is a 

ruggedly built mobile, load cell livestock scale designed with 

unpredictable conditions and multi-site use in mind. The 

0$6�0�FDQ�EH�XVHG�RQ�DQ\�ˋUP�VXUIDFH�XS�WR�D����JUDGH�DQG�

SURYLGHV�OHJDO�IRU�WUDGH�PHDVXUHPHQW�

7KH�VWDQGDUG�IHDWXUHV�RI�WKH�0$6�0�LQFOXGH�

• Rubberized deck

• Enclosed scale with two standard swinging gates

• All-weather powder paint

• /RZ�GHFN�KHLJKW�RI�RQO\�VL[�LQFKHV�ZKHQ�LQ�ZHLJK�PRGH

• 12-volt battery pack (recharged by tow vehicle)

• ,QWHJUDWHG�DLU�SXPS�WR�OLIW�DQG�ORZHU�DLU�EDJ�VXVSHQVLRQ

• Electric brakes

Central City Scales Inc.
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scales | cattle handling

• Junction box for load cells

• Solar panel charger for onboard 

battery

To learn more about the MAS-M 

and other Rice Lake scales, visit www.

ricelake.com

Cardinal Scale Manufacturing – 
Harvester Livestock Scales

Cardinal’s fully-electronic, station-

ary Harvester Livestock Scales are 

available in 12.5, 25, or 30 ton over-

all capacities and sizes up to 52.5 ft 

long x 10 ft wide. Harvester Livestock 

Scales can be used with a variety of 

Cardinal Scale’s weight indicators, 

which feature StableSENSE® digital 

ˋOWHULQJ�WKDW�FDQ�FDSWXUH�DQ�DFFXUDWH�

weight despite animal movement.

Features:

• Etched diamond pattern con-

crete deck

• Four hinge points on each gate

• High-tensile-strength concrete 

decks

• NTEP legal-for-trade

• Optional dual latches

• Optional horse risers

• Precast solid concrete deck

• Stainless steel load cells

Take a look at all Cardinal Harvester 

Livestock Sale options by visiting, 

www.cardinalscale.com

TRUCK SCALE

Feed costs are the number one 

expense on most livestock operations. 

A truck scale can be a helpful tool in 

getting a better handle on those costs 

in the long run and can save time and 

fuel running into town or over to the 

neighbor’s to get that weight on a load 

of cattle or feed.

Rice Lake Weighing Systems -  
Stationary Livestock Scale - MAS-M

It pays to be stronger 
than the rest

You have enough to do. Keep fence maintenance off the list with 

Bekaert Cattleman® Pro Barbed Wire. With a breaking strength 

30% stronger than standard wire, Bekaert fencing was made for the 

toughest elements and animals. It’s what barbed wire should be.

Fencing for the long run

Discover your fence at
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Sooner Scale, Inc. -  

Combination Truck/Cattle

The Combination Truck/Cattle Scale is fully 

electronic, legal-for-trade, and can be perma-

nently installed or placed on stable ground for 

temporary use.

Features:

• No pit to clean or pump out

• Four 10,000-pound tension load cells

• One 4-cell adjustable output junction box

• Digital weight display

Options:

• Choice of square tube or round pipe live-

stock racks

• Custom racks and gate configurations 

available

• Custom sizes available

• Ticket printer

• AC/DC inverter - enabling scale opera-

tion with 12V battery

• Trailer with tandem axles, rolling tail-

bar, and 12V winch

For all the details, visit Sooner Scale, Inc. online 

at www.soonerscale.com

Cardinal Scale Manufacturing – 
Harvester Livestock Scales

Sooner Scale, Inc.
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BY HEATHER SMITH THOMAS

Stockmanship 
challenge competitor 
Sampson Moss.

weekend events

Stress Test
Welcome to the first-ever Ultimate 
Stockmanship Challenge competition

The stockmanship school was an 
introduction to low-stress handling 
methods developed by Bud Williams — 
looking at why it is important and how 
to do it. Topics covered in the morning 
FODVV�LQFOXGHG�WKH�EHQHˋWV�RI�ORZ�VWUHVV�

methods as compared with traditional/
conventional cattle handling, and the 
basics: a person’s mindset and attitude, 
how to “read” an animal, how to prepare 
and handle cattle, and how to under-
stand the principles and techniques.
7KH� DIWHUQRRQ� FODVV� IRFXVHG� RQ�

practical applications, which included 
driving cattle, corral work, crowd 
pens, chute work, scale loading, and 
loading cattle onto trucks and trailers.
7KH� JRDO� RI� WKH� VFKRRO� DQG� ��GD\�

competition was to give participants 
enough understanding and experience 
WR�EH�DEOH�WR�JR�KRPH�DQG�VXFFHVVIXOO\�

apply these techniques on their own 
ranches or in their cattle-handling jobs.

MacLean created this event as a way 
to introduce more people to low-stress 
cattle handling because it’s still not 

FRPPRQSODFH� RQ� WKH� UDQFKHV�� IHHG-
lots, and grazing reserves he’s worked 
IRU�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��“,’G�QHYHU�VHHQ�DQ\-
one using this, or knowing about it. A 
IHZ�SHRSOH�DUH�GRLQJ�WKLV�NLQG�RI�ZRUN�

and putting on clinics to teach others, 
but it’s still not common knowledge. 
When you try to implement these 
practices at a place where people don’t 
KDYH�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI� ORZ�VWUHVV�

cattle handling, they assume you are 
doing something wrong,” he said.
“,� KRSHG� WKLV� VFKRRO� DQG� FRPSH-

tition could help raise awareness. 
,�ZDQWHG� WR�SXW�RQ�D� FRPSHWLWLRQ� LQ�

which the cattle, horses, and people 
are better when they leave than when 
they came,” he said.
“,�ZDVQ’W�VXUH�KRZ�LW�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�

ZRUN��EXW�LW�IDU�H[FHHGHG�RXU�H[SHFWD-
tions. Everyone really enjoyed it, and 
LW�ZDV� IXQ�WR�ZDWFK��+DYLQJ�D�VLQJOH�

person deal with multiple cattle and 
put them through obstacles made it 
OLNH�D�JDPH�RI�FKHVV�”

n a unique move for cow country folks, the first-ever Ultimate Stock-

manship Challenge competition was held July 9-10, 2022, at the 

Pincher Creek Rodeo Grounds in Alberta, Canada, hosted by Malcolm 

and Jenny MacLean and sponsored by Zoetis, The Western Producer, 

Country Vets Ltd, and Prairie Wind Hatworks. A low-stress stock-

manship school taught by Dawn Hnatow and Whit Hibbard was held the 

day before (Friday, July 8th), and they were joined by Paul Kernaleguen to 

judge the Challenge on the weekend.

PHOTOS BY MALCOLM MACLEAN
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weekend events

Stockmanship challenge competitor Drew Lindburg. The stockmanship school was an introduction to low-stress handling methods 
developed by Bud Williams.

The cattle came in lazy and unre-
sponsive to drive and direction, but by 
the end of it, they were easy to drive 
and had a good understanding of what 
the handlers were asking of them. 
The cattle responded to the handlers’ 
UHTXHVWV� LQ� D� FDOP�� HIˋFLHQW�PDQQHU��

“The competitors learned a lot, the 
cattle learned a lot, and everyone had 
fun at the same time.”

QUALIFIED JUDGING
The judges for this event are all 

involved with low-stress stockmanship. 
Dawn Hnatow is from Texas but origi-
nally from Alberta. She worked with Bud 
Williams for 10 years at a feedlot near 
Lloydminster. Whit Hibbard worked 
with Bud and also on his own 5th-gen-
eration family ranch in Montana. Whit 
was also a park ranger for many years, 
rounding up cattle that were ille-
gally grazing. Paul Kernaleguen has a 
dairy farm in Saskatchewan and uses 
Bud Williams’ methods in his dairy 
— with amazing success improving 

production numbers, and improving 
his work-life quality.

“When these three people (who 
were asked to judge the stockman-
ship challenge) presented this idea to 
the Williams family, the family gave 
their full support. They said if we do 
it again, they would try to attend,” 
MacLean said.

The competition structure was based 
on the day-to-day ranch and feedlot 
cattle work, being able to properly and 
HIˋFLHQWO\�ZRUN�D�%XG�%R[��ORDG�D�OLQH�

chute, sort cattle, doctor cattle, drive a 
group of cattle, corral cattle, and pull 
a pen or a single animal — all with no 
GULYLQJ� DLGV� �QR� ˌDJV�� VWLFNV�� FDQHV���

and no yelling or physical contact.
“We had an on-foot category 

because many people move cattle 
without horses, and we wanted to 
showcase their skills. And some folks 
do everything horseback. We wanted 
to show that this style of cattle han-
dling can be done on foot and on 
horseback,” he explains.

“I created a challenging course so 
people would have to use Buds’ meth-
ods to be able to get the cattle suc-
FHVVIXOO\� DQG� HIˋFLHQWO\� WKURXJK� WKH�

course within an allotted time. This 
was not a timed event (no extra points 
for faster times), but there was a time 
limit to complete the pattern. Some 
weren’t able to complete the pattern, 
mainly due to not knowing what the 
correct move would be to get the 
cattle where they wanted them, and 
they’d go back to their conventional 
handling styles,” he said.

“For the second day, we decided 
to give people two lifelines, like on 
‘Who wants to be a millionaire’, so 
when they got stuck with the cattle, 
they could ask the judges for advice. 
The judges would suggest an appli-
cable Bud Williams’ method for that 
particular situation, such as a T to 
the gate, the zig-zag, reverse parallel, 
etc. When the competitor applied the 
technique, the cattle readily responded 
and they’d be off to the next obstacle,” 
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Documentary Coming Soon
Currently, Malcolm McLean is putting together a documentary about 

Bud Williams. He hopes to get a few more interviews with people who 

knew Bud, and his widow Eunice. “She is going to send me all her archived 

footage of videos she shot, and some of her photos; these will be included 

in the documentary,” he said.

said MacLean. “I think this proved 
that Buds’ methods truly work, and 
showcased these methods as superior 
for efficiency while keeping cattle in 

a low-stress state.” There was also a 
section of the roping competition since 

some ranchers want to be able to qui-
etly ride into a group of cattle and rope 

the one they need to doctor.
This event was a great learning 

experience for how to put together a 

low-stress cattle handling competi-
tion. “One thing we learned was that 

when you say ‘low-stress handling’, 

people get concerned about how much 

pressure they should put on the cat-
tle. However, the cattle we used were 
dull and unresponsive to pressure and 
release at the beginning of the compe-
tition. These can be some of the hard-
est cattle to get driving and direction 

on. That first day, people were trying 

to get direction and drive at the same 

time, which proved to be very chal-
lenging,” MacLean said.

“The second day, I decided to give 

contestants 3 minutes to drive the 
cattle in any direction — the only 
goal being to keep the cattle’s feet 

moving. This gave contestants a feel 

for how much pressure they needed, 
to get the cattle driving, and to stay 

driving. Without drive, it’s hard to put 

directions on cattle. This will be an 
important aspect of future competi-
tions. This allows contestants to read 
their cattle, and find out how much 

pressure they need or don’t need to 
drive them, and adjust accordingly.”

His plan for this year is to get some 

cattle that are dull and unresponsive, 
as well as some that are overly respon-
sive and sparky. Then the judges will 

be able to see how the competitors 
respond and adapt to different kinds 
of cattle.

“We may have an advanced, inter-
mediate, and beginner class. We hope 

to continue an annual event to stimu-
late more interest in low-stress stock-
manship,” he said.

“We want to have a music festival 

for evening entertainment and have 

the event stretch out a few more days. 
Nearly everyone who came to the 
first one had some idea of what was 

involved, and the ones who didn’t were 

able to learn some of the techniques. 
Hopefully, this started them on the 
path to better stockmanship,” he says.

“This year we’ll have four days of 
clinics before the competition. The 

date is tentatively set for July 10-13 
for the school portion, and the 14th 
and 15th for the competitions.” For 
more details, call Malcolm MacLean 
at 587-227-5827.
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pasture management
BY LORETTA SORENSEN

electric fence delivers makes it easier 
to avoid that kind of experience.”

In May 2022, Thurlow, MSU 
Statewide Educator Thomas Guthrie, 
and MSU Associate Professor, 
Department of Biosystems and 
Agricultural Engineering, and 
MSU’s Timothy Harrigan, Associate 
Professor, Department of Biosystems 

Kable Thurlow, Educator, Michigan 
State University (MSU) Extension, 
says training animals from a young 
age to respect electric fence is equally 
important in using it as a barrier.

“If a 2,000-pound bull wants to plow 
through an electric fence, he’ll do it,” 
Thurlow says. “Training livestock at 
an early age to respect the shock an 

and Agricultural Engineering, 
authored “Considerations for Selecting 
and Installing an Electric Fence 
Charger.” (https://www.canr.msu.edu/
animal-agriculture/uploads/E3470_
Electric-Fence-Charger_2022-05-11_
AA.pdf) The publication reviews 
factors involved when selecting and 
installing an electric fence chargers 
system to safely contain livestock.

“I always say, ‘a good fence makes 
for good neighbors,’” Thurlow says. 
“That’s true. A permanent fence should 
keep livestock contained for 25 to 30 
years without major repairs or total 
replacement. Whether it’s permanent 
or temporary, choose high-quality 
material when building your fence.”

Thurlow notes that electric fencing 

S
uccessful electric fencing systems feature appropriate fenc-

ing materials, an adequate energizer, and proper installation.

Whether you’re grazing in a rotational paddock system, 

have cattle grazing crop residue, or set up any type of tempo-

rary pasture to manage animals, using an adequate charger 

and properly installing it is key to success with an electric fence.

Comin’ In Hot!
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KDV�PDGH�VLJQLˋFDQW�VWULGHV�LQ�UHFHQW�

\HDUV�� JLYLQJ�JUHDW�ˌH[LELOLW\� WR� URWD-

WLRQ�DQG�WHPSRUDU\�JUD]LQJ�UHVRXUFHV��

7RGD\’V� ORZ� LPSHGDQFH� FKDUJHUV� DUH�

WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�HOHFWULF�IHQFH�FKDU-

JHUV� PDQXIDFWXUHG� WRGD\�� 7KH\’UH�

PXFK� VDIHU� WKDQ� WKH� KLJK� LPSHGDQFH�

$&� KLJK� YROWDJH� FKDUJHUV� WKDW� ZHUH�

XVHG�LQ�WKH�SDVW�

“,’P�QRW�VXUH�KLJK�LPSHGDQFH�FKDU-

JHUV� DUH� HYHQ� PDQXIDFWXUHG� QRZ�”�

7KXUORZ� VD\V�� “$Q\RQH� ZKR� KDV� D�

KLJK� LPSHGDQFH� FKDUJHU� WKH\’YH�

EHHQ� XVLQJ�� PLJKW� ZDQW� WR� FRQVLGHU�

UHSODFLQJ�LW�ZLWK�WKH�ORZ�LPSHGDQFH��

7KH\’UH�MXVW�VR�PXFK�EHWWHU�”

)RU� GHFDGHV�� HOHFWULF� IHQFHV� HQHU-

JL]HG� E\� FKDUJHUV� KDYH� EHHQ� XVHG� WR�

GHOLYHU�SXOVHV�RI�KLJK�YROWDJH�'&�HOHF-

WULFLW\�WKURXJK�ZLUHV�WR�GHWHU�DQLPDOV�

ZLWK�HOHFWULF�VKRFNV��+LJK�LPSHGDQFH�

FKDUJHUV�GHOLYHUHG�ORQJ�SXOVHV�RI�KLJK�

YROWDJH�� ORZ�DPSHUDJH� SRZHU� WKDW�

ODVWHG�DERXW�KDOI�D�VHFRQG��:KLOH�WKH�

VKRFN�ZDV�SRZHUIXO�� WKHVH�XQLWV�HDV-

LO\�VKRUWHG�RXW�ZKHQ�WDOO�JUDVV�RU�WUHH�

EUDQFKHV�WRXFKHG�WKH�ZLUH�

“+LJK� LPSHGDQFH� IHQFHV� KDYH� DOVR�

OHG� WR� ˋUHV� ZKHQ� SXOVH� OHQJWK� ZDV�

LQFUHDVHG� WR� RYHUFRPH� VKRUWLQJ� RXW��

ZKLFK�VRPHWLPHV�FDXVHG�WKH�ZLUHV�WR�

KHDW�XS�DQG�FDXVH�̀ UHV�”�7KXUORZ�VD\V�

)RU� HOHFWULF� IHQFH� WKDW� ZDV� PRUH�

WKDQ�WZR�PLOHV�ORQJ��KLJK�LPSHGDQFH�

FKDUJHUV� ORVW� VKRFNLQJ� SRZHU� DIWHU�

WZR�PLOHV�RI�ZLUH�

/RZ� LPSHGDQFH� FKDUJHUV� XVH� YHU\�

KLJK�YROWDJH�DQG�YHU\�KLJK�DPSHUDJH�

EXW�GHOLYHU�WKH�HOHFWULFLW\�LQ�H[WUHPHO\�

VKRUW�SXOVHV�RI�DERXW���PLOOLVHFRQGV��

7KLV� SRZHUIXO� VKRFN� FDQ� HDVLO\�ZRUN�

WKURXJK� ZHHGV�� EXW� WKH� VKRUW� SXOVH�

GXUDWLRQ� SURYLGHV� D� VWURQJ� EXW� VDIH�

VKRFN��7KHVH�FKDUJHUV�ORVH�RQO\�DERXW�

����RI� WKH� VKRFNLQJ�SRZHU�RYHU�ˋYH�

PLOHV�RI�IHQFH�

“7KH�ROG�FKDUJHUV��VRPHWLPHV�FDOOHG�

ZHHG� HDWHUV� RU� ZHHG� FKRSSHUV�� FRXOG�

SRWHQWLDOO\�VWDUW�D�̀ UH�LI�WKH\�DUH�LQ�FRQ-

WDFW�ZLWK�ZHHGV�RU�JUDVV�”�7KXUORZ�VD\V��

“7KH\’UH�DOVR�JURXQGHG�RXW�E\�YHJHWD-

WLRQ��VR�OLWWOH�RU�QR�VKRFN�LV�OHIW�WR�NHHS�

OLYHVWRFN�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IHQFH�ERXQGDULHV�”

/RZ�LPSHGDQFH� FKDUJHUV� DUH�

DYDLODEOH� DV� SOXJ�LQ� FKDUJHUV�� VRODU�

FKDUJHUV�� DQG� EDWWHU\� FKDUJHUV��

:KHQHYHU�DFFHVV�WR�D������RU�����YROW�

VHUYLFH� LV�DYDLODEOH��SOXJ�LQ�FKDUJHUV�

GHOLYHU�WKH�JUHDWHVW�UHOLDELOLW\�

“3OXJ�LQ� FKDUJHUV� DOVR� DUH� WKH�

PRVW� HFRQRPLFDO� EHFDXVH� WKHUH’V� QR�

QHHG� WR� UHFKDUJH� RU� UHSODFH� EDWWHULHV�

RU� PDLQWDLQ� VRODU� SDQHOV�”� 7KXUORZ�

VD\V�� “7HFKQRORJ\� IRU� VRODU� DQG� EDW-

WHU\�SRZHUHG�FKDUJHUV�KDV�FRPH�D�ORQJ�

ZD\� LQ� UHFHQW�\HDUV�� ,Q�D� UHPRWH�DUHD�

ZKHUH�HOHFWULFDO�VHUYLFH�LVQ’W�DYDLODEOH��

WKHVH�PD\�EH�WKH�RQO\�RSWLRQ�”

ALL CHARGED UP

&KDUJHUV� FRPH� LQ� YDULRXV� VL]HV� LQ�

WHUPV� RI� YROWDJH� DQG� MRXOHV�� 9ROWDJH�

UHIHUV�WR�WKH�HOHFWULF�FXUUHQW’V�SUHVVXUH�

DV�LW�PRYHV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�IHQFH�ZLUHV��

+LJKHU�YROWDJH�LQFUHDVHV�WKH�ZLUH’V�DELO-

LW\�WR�VKRFN�DQ�DQLPDO�WKDW�WRXFKHV�LW�

ZKLOH�LW’V�HQHUJL]HG��5HIHU�WR�7KXUORZ’V�

RQOLQH� EXOOHWLQ� IRU� D� WDEOH� RI� UHFRP-

PHQGHG�YROWDJH�UDQJHV�IRU�DQLPDOV�

A joule� LV� WKH� WHUP� XVHG� WR� LQGL-

FDWH� D� VSHFLˋF� XQLW� RI� HQHUJ\� LQ� WKH�

,QWHUQDWLRQDO�6\VWHP�RI�8QLWV��6,���7R�

Ground squirrel, pocket gopher, and prairie dog infestations 

can quickly destroy rangeland. Active prairie dog colonies can cut grazing 

capacity by 50% and an active pocket gopher infestation can reduce forage 

capacity up to 49%.

Control measures offering moderate success include trapping, shooting, 

repellants, and burrow modification. Using rodenticide bait stations or 

broadcasting rodenticide products can be an effective tool.

Two major groups of rodenticides include acute toxicants that quickly induce 

death, and anticoagulants that require multiple feedings to be effective.

Chuck Hathaway of Liphatech (www.liphatech.com), a worldwide 

manufacturer of pest control products, recommends rodenticide bait stations 

and broadcasting bait for population reduction of ground squirrels.

“When used according to label instructions, bait stations are highly 

effective with ground squirrels,” Hathaway says. “The key is using the 

appropriate number of stations for the acreage being treated and maintaining 

uninterrupted bait in stations as the label directs. Once an area is cleared of 

rodents, maintenance begins at your fence line.”

Bait stations should be prepared, checked and filled by mid-March, and 

monitored at least through late July when ground squirrels may aestivate (like a 

summer siesta) until harvest.

For best results,  start with proper rodent identification . Initiate ground 

squirrel control as early as possible in March, before rodents emerge from 

hibernation and reproduce.

“Ranchers and farmers are vigilant to care for livestock and crops,” 

Hathaway says. “Careful attention to rodent management can help reduce 

negative impacts on rangeland and crops.”

P
R

O
M

K
A

Z
 / S

H
U

T
T

E
R

S
T

O
C

K

SUMMER 2023 I  WORKING RANCH  I 35



pasture management

determine the appropriate size ener-

gizer for a fencing project, identify-

ing the type of fence to be energized 

is the first step. An effective energizer 

will hold enough joules to sufficiently 

power the fence length, even in the 

event of a temporary power deficit.

High tensile single-strand wire 

fencing can be installed in combi-

nations varying from a single-wire, 

interior, semi-permanent situation 

to five or more wires on a perimeter 

fence. Woven wire fences, made of 

horizontal wires connected by ver-

tical wires (stays), will vary from as 

little as two wires to as many as nine. 

Smaller spaces are used for smaller 

animals and larger spaces for larger 

livestock. The overall height of the 

fence wires will also vary, depending 

on the class or species of livestock to 

be contained.

“I would never and should never 

recommend electrifying barbed wire,” 

Thurlow says. “Livestock or a person 

could become entangled in the wire and 

be unable to escape the electric shock.”

Temporary portable fencing typi-

cally consists of poly wire, polytape, 

braided twine and electric netting. 

None of these types of fencing are 

suitable for a permanent fence.

“Poly wires usually have three to 

nine strands inside them to conduct 

electricity,” Thurlow says. “Electric 

net fencing is used in many poultry 

and small ruminant grazing systems. 

Netting is one of the better fence 

types to control predators.”

Single-wire fences don’t require as 

much energy as multiple-wire fences 

since a single-wire fence is less likely 

to come in contact with vegetation. 

To reduce the load on a fence charger 

for a multi-wire fence, it’s possible to 

charge every other wire.

Grazing experts recommend a 12.5-

gauge high tensile wire for the most 

satisfactory results on permanent exte-

rior or semi-permanent interior fence. 

Many types of fences and fencing prod-

ucts are available for portable fences. 

Since the type of fence can affect ener-

gizer performance and determines 

what output joules are required, iden-

tify the appropriate fence type before 

selecting an energizer.

“Once you know what type of fence 

you’re using, you need to calculate 

the miles of fence you’ll energize,” 

Thurlow says. “For a multi-wire fence, 
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that total includes the total length of 
all the wires.”

According to the University of 
Missouri Forage Systems Research 
Center, one joule of output per mile 
of energized fence wire is generally 
VXIˋFLHQW� �*HUULVK�	�5REHUWV���������

%HIRUH�EX\LQJ�DQ�HQHUJL]HU��HVWLPDWH�

the total distance of wire stands that 
PXVW� EH� HOHFWULˋHG� WR� GHWHUPLQH�

which charter has a mileage rating 
that meets your needs.

PROPER INSTALLATION  

IS EVERYTHING

Once the fencing and charger have 
EHHQ� VHOHFWHG�� HQVXULQJ� WKDW� LW� ZRUNV�

properly will depend on installation 
DQG�D�UHOLDEOH�SRZHU�VRXUFH��$Q�HOHFWULF�

fence that isn’t adequately grounded 
ZRQ’W�SHUIRUP�WR�LWV�SRWHQWLDO��NHHSLQJ�

OLYHVWRFN�FRQWDLQHG�DQG�SUHGDWRUV�DZD\�

“There are two main factors to 
consider for properly grounding the 
fence,” Thurlow says. “The output 
FDSDFLW\��MRXOHV��RI�WKH�HQHUJL]HU�DQG�

the conductivity of the soil where the 
fence is set up. The greater the char-
ger output, the more grounding rods 
ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG�”

6DQG\�RU�URFN\�VRLOV�DUHQ’W�DV�FRQ-
ductive as loamy soils, so systems in 
WKHVH�W\SHV�RI�VRLO�PD\�QHHG�WR�EH�DQ�

earth return of grounding system 
�PRUH�GHWDLOV�DW�https://am.gallagher.
com/en-NZ/Solutions/Case-Study-
Listings/The-Basics-of-Earthing-
<RXU�(OHFWULF�)HQFH��

“When selecting grounding rods, if 
the fence wires are galvanized steel, 
WKH� URGV� VKRXOG� EH� JDOYDQL]HG� VWHHO��

too, to minimize corrosion from elec-
trolysis,” Thurlow says. “Most ground-
ing rods are made of galvanized steel 
or copper. A general rule is to install 
a minimum of three feet of grounding 
rod per joule of energizer output capac-
LW\��$����MRXOH�IHQFH�FKDUJHU�UHTXLUHV�D�

PLQLPXP�RI����IHHW�RI�JURXQGLQJ�URG�”

*URXQGLQJ� URGV�PXVW� EH� LQVWDOOHG�

DW�OHDVW����IHHW�DSDUW��7KH�ZHWWHU�WKH�

JURXQG��WKH�EHWWHU�WKH�JURXQGLQJ�DQG�

performance of the fence.
“<RX� PXVW� EH� DZDUH� RI� DQ\� RWKHU�

grounding rods in the vicinity that 
PD\�EH�XVHG�IRU�D�EXLOGLQJ’V�HOHFWULFDO�

system,” Thurlow says. “As a safety 
precaution, ensure the ground wire is 
not connected to any grounding rods 
used for other utilities such as those 
IRU�HOHFWULFDO�ER[HV�”

If other grounding rods are in the 
DUHD�� WKH� IHQFLQJ� URGV� PXVW� EH� DW�

OHDVW����IHHW�DZD\��ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�GLV-
tance from underground telephone or 
SRZHU�FDEOHV�

7KXUORZ’V� EXOOHWLQ� GHVFULEHV� KRZ�

WR�WUDLQ� OLYHVWRFN�WR�UHVSHFW�DQ�HOHF-
tric fence, how to avoid stray voltage, 
protect the energizer from lightning 
VWULNHV��DQG�KRZ�WR�VHW�XS�VLJQDJH�WKDW�

LQGLFDWHV�WKH�IHQFH�LV�HOHFWULˋHG�

“Always read and follow manufac-
turer’s recommendations for instal-
lation,” Thurlow says. “A properly 
constructed electric fence made with 
KLJK�TXDOLW\�PDWHULDOV�ZLOO�NHHS�\RXU�

OLYHVWRFN�VDIH�DQG�FRQWDLQHG�”
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Studies show that weaning weights 
have only increased by one pound 
per year between 1991 to 2016.
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on the

Puttin’

Pounds
…to hit that perfect weaning weight

uccessfully adding 
weight when wean-
ing takes planning, 
knowledge of native 
and planted forages, 
and applying proven 

economic strategies. Creep feeding, 
growth implants, and supplementation 
all play a role in calves gaining weight.

Eric Bailey, Ph.D., Extension Beef 
Cattle Specialist at the University 
of Missouri, says although genetics 

may affect weaning weight, the date 
a calf is born during the calving sea-
son profoundly impacts weight at 
weaning�� “3URGXFHUV� FDQ� SURˋW� E\�
having more cows calve early in the 
calving season in addition to plac-
ing selection pressure on a weaning 
weight Expected Progeny Difference 
(EPD) when selecting a sire,” Bailey 
explains. “For example, a calf born 
on the 30th day of the calving season 
could be 60 pounds lighter at weaning 

WKDQ�D�FDOI�ERUQ�RQ�WKH�ˋUVW�GD\�”

Studies show that weaning weights 
have only increased by one pound per 
year between 1991 to 2016. “That’s 
a 25-pound difference in 25 years,” 
Bailey reveals. “I could change the 
average weaning weight of a herd by 
25 pounds in one year by front-loading 
calving season distribution. Imagine 
a scenario where 70% of cows calve 
ZLWKLQ�WKH�̀ UVW�WZR�ZHHNV�RI�D����GD\�

calving season instead of the average 
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cow calving on day 45 of a 90-day 
calving season. In this case, calves 
would be 17 days older. Assuming a 
two-pound average daily gain from 
birth to weaning, the average calf in 
a herd with front-loaded calving sea-
son distribution would be 34 pounds 
heavier at weaning.”

A fan of growth implants, Bailey says 
they have a minimum of a $6 return 
per $1 invested, typically resulting in 
15 to 25 pounds of additional weight 

gain in nursing calves. “Try to get 
implants in calves as early as possi-
ble,” Bailey concludes. “However, I 
wouldn’t handle them for extra time 
solely for the sake of implanting. Try 
WR�̀ W�RQH�LQ�DW�EUDQGLQJ��WKHQ�DQRWKHU�

at weaning.”

WHAT ABOUT CREEP FEEDING?

Jason Banta, Ph.D., with Texas 
AgriLife Extension, says meeting the 
cow’s nutritional requirements for 

protein and controlling weight loss 
during lactation is essential for cow 
reproduction and milk production. 
However, Banta warns that feeding 
cows extra to increase calf weaning 
weight is generally not cost-effective.

Creep feeding can help calves gain 
weight. “In some situations, creep 
feeding can be an advantage when 
WKH� DGGHG� EHQHˋW� LV� PRUH� WKDQ� WKH�

cost,” Banta explains. “Often, creep 
feeding will cost more than the 

lenn Duff, Ph.D., 

Superintendent 

of New 

Mexico State 

University’s Livestock 

Research Center in Clayton, 

says digestible forages 

are critical for stocker 

animals to maintain their 

growth curves. The more 

digestible the plants are, 

the more weight animals 

gain and the better they 

utilize the forage.

“Some feeds are more 

digestible than others,” 

Duff argues. “Annual crops, 

such as winter wheat, 

commonly planted in the 

Texas Panhandle and the 

western United States are 

very digestible for stockers 

compared to some native 

range forages. A lush 

growing wheat pasture 

is more digestible before 

those plants mature.”

Can beef producers 

increase wheat 

digestibility for stockers 

with supplements? Duff 

says operators do not 

have to supplement calves 

because lush green winter 

wheat is so digestible. 

However, adding protein 

to calves’ diets when they 

are on more dormant 

forages provides feed for 

the rumen’s microbes, 

which makes the forage 

more digestible. Food also 

passes out of the rumen, 

allowing stockers to take 

in more forages.

“I would feed a protein 

supplement,” Duff advises. 

“Look for a product that 

contains Rumensin®. One 

problem we can run into 

with wheat and alfalfa 

pastures is bloating. 

Adding Rumensin® to the 

diet helps to decrease bloat 

incidents.”

Bloat is a form of 

indigestion that occurs 

when cattle graze on wheat 

during spring temperature 

extremes. Temperature 

changes cause plant cells 

to rupture, releasing 

sugar, which causes 

excessive gas in the 

rumen. Sugars combine 

with gasses, producing a 

froth, which traps gasses. 

Animals cannot remove 

the ruminal gasses by 

belching. Producers can 

break up the bubbles with 

a dose of mineral oil.

“You can extend 

the grazing season by 

supplementing some 

energy, but if you don’t 

have growth on pastures, 

take the animals off to 

prevent overgrazing,” 

Duff concludes.

G

FLYSTOCK / SHUTTERSTOCK

By Gilda V. BryantDIGEST THIS
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on the

Pounds

Puttin’

additional weight gain is worth, and it 

LVQ’W�SURˋWDEOH�ZKHQ�RSHUDWRUV�ORRN�DW�

the cost of gain and feed conversion.”

Conversions with creep feeding can 

UDQJH�IURP�WKUHH�WR�DERXW����SRXQGV�

RI� IHHG� IRU� DQ� DGGLWLRQDO� SRXQG� RI�

JDLQ�LQ�WKH�FDOI��0DQ\�VWXGLHV�IRXQG�

DQ�DYHUDJH�RI����WR����SRXQGV�RI�IHHG�

IRU�RQH�SRXQG�RI�DGGLWLRQDO�JDLQ��FXW-

WLQJ�SURˋWV�VKDUSO\�

“/RRN�DW�WKH�YDOXH�RI�WKH�DGGLWLRQDO�

ZHLJKW�JDLQ�”�%DQWD�DGYLVHV��“9DOXH�RI�

JDLQ�YDULHV�EXW�ZLOO�JHQHUDOO\�EH�DERXW�

������ WR� ������ IRU� HDFK� DGGLWLRQDO�

SRXQG�RI�JDLQ��“,I�IHHG�FRVWV�������SHU�

SRXQG� DQG� WKH� FRQYHUVLRQ� LV� WHQ� WR�

one, then the feed cost is more than 

the additional gain is worth. Anytime 

SURGXFHUV�WKLQN�DERXW�FUHHS�IHHGLQJ��

,�HQFRXUDJH�WKHP�WR�FORVHO\�H[DPLQH�

WKH�HFRQRPLFV�DQG�WKH�IHHG�HIˋFLHQF\�

RI�QXUVLQJ�FDOYHV�”

0DQ\�RSHUDWRUV�EHOLHYH�FUHHS�IHHG-

LQJ�LV�D�QR�ULVN�SUDFWLFH�IURP�DQ�DQL-

PDO�KHDOWK�DQJOH��,I�SURGXFHUV�FUHHS�

IHHG�LQFRUUHFWO\��LW�FDQ�FDXVH�IRXQGHU��

IRRW� DEVFHVVHV�� DQG� HYHQ� GHDWK��

+HLIHUV�PD\�GHSRVLW�IDW�LQ�WKHLU�XGGHUV��

UHGXFLQJ� IXWXUH�PLON�SURGXFWLRQ��7R�

KHOS�SUHYHQW�KHDOWK�LVVXHV��D�SURGXFHU�

VKRXOG� H[SRVH� FDOYHV� WR� FUHHS� IHHG�

ZKHQ�WKH\’UH�MXVW�D�IHZ�ZHHNV�ROG�DQG�

QHYHU�OHW�WKH�FUHHS�IHHG�UXQ�RXW�

7R� HQVXUH� SURˋWV� ZLWK� ZHDQHG�

FDOYHV�� RSHUDWRUV� PXVW� FRQVLGHU� WKH�

FRVW�RI�ZHDQLQJ�YV��UHWXUQV��/HDUQLQJ�

WKH� YDOXH� RI� JDLQ� LV� FULWLFDO�� “0RVW�

UDQFKHUV�RYHUHVWLPDWH�ZKDW�WKH�YDOXH�

RI�JDLQ�LV�ZRUWK�”�%DQWD�ZDUQV��“7KH\�

GRQ’W� XVH� WKH� FRUUHFW� QXPEHUV� WR�

PDNH�WKDW�GLVWLQFWLRQ��$�JRRG�IRUDJH�

SURJUDP� ZLWK� UHDVRQDEOH� VWRFNLQJ�

rates is the most cost-effective way 

to increase weaning weights.”

Deworming calves may improve 

weaning weights if the calves have 

EHHQ�H[SRVHG�WR�D�VLJQLˋFDQW�SDUDVLWH�

ORDG��5DQFKHUV�VKRXOG�XVH�D�GHZRUP-

ing strategy appropriate for their 

area. Operators in regions of higher 

UDLQIDOO�PD\�VHH�DQ�HFRQRPLF�EHQHˋW�

ZKHQ� GHZRUPLQJ� FDOYHV�� 3URGXFHUV�

with lower precipitation may not see 

an advantage in deworming.

“/RZ�VWUHVV� KDQGOLQJ� LV� EHQHˋFLDO�

DQ\WLPH� EHFDXVH� LW� UHGXFHV� VKULQN��

DQG� WKH� PRUH� ZH� PLQLPL]H� VKULQN��

WKH�PRUH�PRQH\�ZH�KDYH�LQ�RXU�SRFN-

HWV�”�%DQWD�FRQFOXGHV�

PROTEIN SUPPLEMENTS NEEDED

/RJDQ� 3ULEEHQR� LV� D� ˋIWK�JHQ-

HUDWLRQ� SURGXFHU� ZKR� RSHUDWHV� KLV�

family’s historic Wine Glass Ranch 

QHDU� ,PSHULDO�� 1HEUDVND�� +H� KDV�

implemented innovative, award-win-

ning management practices for his 

+HUHIRUG�$QJXV� FURVV� FRZV�� VXFK� DV�

intensive grazing on native Sandhill 

SDVWXUHV� DQG� DQQXDO� IRUDJH� FURSV��

“7KH� 6DQGKLOO� UDQJH� KDV� OXVK�� EHDX-

WLIXO� JUHHQ� JUDVV�”� 3ULEEHQR� UHSRUWV��

“%XW�WKH�SURWHLQ�GURSV�SUHWW\�IDVW��:H�

VXSSOHPHQW�RXU�FRZV�ZLWK�VRPH�SUR-

WHLQ�LQ�-XO\�DQG�$XJXVW�”

3ULEEHQR’V� FDWWOH� UHFHLYH� IUHH�

choice minerals and distiller grains, 

WKH�SULPDU\�VXSSOHPHQW�LQ�WKH�*UHDW�

3ODLQV�� $OWKRXJK� VRPH� UDQFKHUV� XVH�

WE HAVE YOUR

BACKS, BARNS AND

BOTTOM LINES.

LIPHATECH.COM

800.351.1476

WE 
CARE 
ABOUTABOUT
YOU YOU 

With the most experienced 

team in the industry,

Liphatech Ag has the in-fi eld 

and on-farm knowledge

to provide farmers and

producers with expert

solutions and care.
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“Producers can profit by having more cows 
calve early in the calving season in addition 
to placing selection pressure on a weaning 
weight Expected Progeny Difference (EPD) 
when selecting a sire,” Bailey explains. “For 
example, a calf born on the 30th day of the 
calving season could be 60 pounds lighter at 
weaning than a calf born on the first day.”

a feed truck to deposit wet distiller’s 
grains on the ground, Pribbeno pre-
fers offering animals distiller’s grain 
cake or pellets with feed wagons. He 
has fed cottonseed cake, whole corn, 
and soybean meal, but the distiller’s 
by-products provide the best value for 
his operation.

Two to three weeks before weaning, 
Pribbeno supplements cow-calf pairs 
with distiller’s grain cake to keep their 
nutritional plane high. He believes 
this extra energy sets up those cows 
and calves for success. The dams 
teach calves how to eat grass and sup-
plements. Using fence line weaning, 
Pribbeno supplements calves with 
distiller’s by-products to promote 
weight gain as they graze on native 
range grasses in the fall. Pribbeno 
says that during weaning, the calf’s 
psychology changes. Having a calf 
with a belly full of distiller’s cake is a 
much more enjoyable animal to feed.

“Some operators don’t have goals 
for their cattle,” Pribbeno explains. 

“Supplementing with an objective 
in mind is crucial for our operation. 
We know what our breed-up weights, 
body condition scores, and weaning 
weights should be. Supplementation is 
our number one tool to achieve those 
targets and assist the herd.”

�aÙÅ�AËÙe�#ÙËÄ�xËéÙ�;aÅdƣ

%XLOG�YDOXDEOH�QHZ�LQFRPH�IURP�UHVSHFWIXO

VSRUWVPHQ�ORRNLQJ�WR�DFFHVV�\RXU�SURSHUW\�IRU

UHFUHDWLRQDO�XVH�

6WD\�LQ�IXOO�FRQWURO�RI�\RXU�ODQG

1R�FRVW�WR�OLVW�\RXU�SURSHUW\

(QMR\�SHDFH�RI�PLQG�ZLWK�

OLDELOLW\�FRYHUDJH

6FDQ�KHUH�WR

OHDUQ�PRUH�

W
IN

E
 G

L
A

S
S

 R
A

N
C

H

SUMMER 2023 I  WORKING RANCH  I 41



F

Bye ByeFlies!

“The tags we have now are much better
than the ones created 10 years ago.”
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Insecticide ear 
tags can help 

make your cattle 
much happier

BY HEATHER SMITH THOMAS

OLHV��HVSHFLDOO\�KRUQ�̩ LHV��DUH�D�VHULRXV�SHVW�IRU�

FDWWOH�LQ�VXPPHU��5HFHQW�VWXGLHV�KDYH�VKRZQ�

WKDW�KRUQ�ˌLHV� FRVW�8�6��SURGXFHUV�DERXW����

ELOOLRQ� HDFK� \HDU� LQ� GHFUHDVHG� SURGXFWLRQ��

&DOYHV�QXUVLQJ�FRZV� WKDW�ZHUH� WUHDWHG�ZLWK�

LQVHFWLFLGHV�JDLQHG�DOPRVW����SRXQGV�PRUH�

WKDQ�FDOYHV�IURP�XQWUHDWHG�FRZV��7UHDWHG�FRZV�JDLQHG�

DERXW����SRXQGV�PRUH��DQG�SURGXFHG�PRUH�PLON�IRU�WKHLU�

FDOYHV�� WKDQ�XQWUHDWHG�FRZV��0RVW�FDWWOHPHQ�WU\� WR�GR�

VRPH�NLQG�RI�ˌ\�FRQWURO�WR�UHGXFH�ORVVHV�IURP�ˌLHV�DQG�

PLQLPL]H�GLVFRPIRUW�IRU�WKHLU�DQLPDOV�

'U��0LNH� )OHWFKHU� �ZKR�KDV� EHHQ� GHYHORSLQJ� H[WHUQDO�

SDUDVLWH�FRQWURO�SURGXFWV�IRU�<�7H[�VLQFH�������VD\V�“ˌ\�

WDJV”��LQVHFWLFLGH�LPSUHJQDWHG�HDU�WDJV��DUH�SUREDEO\�WKH�

PRVW�HFRQRPLFDO�ZD\�WR�FRQWURO�ˌLHV��“7KH\�PD\�QRW�EH�
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the cheapest but they give the most 
return on your investment and are 
less labor-intensive than other meth-
ods. You apply them in the spring and 
WKH�ˌ\�SURWHFWLRQ�VWD\V�ZLWK� WKH�FRZ�

all summer. You don’t have to gather 
the cattle again to re-treat them. Any 
time you have to gather cattle there is 
PRUH�ODERU�FRVW�SOXV�VWUHVV��DQG�ZHLJKW�

loss on the animals. There are many 
DGYDQWDJHV�WR�ˌ\�WDJV�DQG�WKLV�LV�ZK\�

they are so popular,” he says.
7KH� ˌ\� WDJ� EXVLQHVV� KDV� JURZQ� WUH-

mendously from its inception in the 
early 1980s and there are several com-
panies that market these tags. “This 
WHFKQRORJ\�ZRUNV��7KH�ELJJHVW�SUREOHP�

ZLWK�LQVHFWLFLGH�WDJV�LV�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�

RI� UHVLVWDQFH�� WKH� ˌLHV� DUH� QR� ORQJHU�

susceptible to the product. In the early 
1980s all the tags utilized pyrethroids.
%\� DERXW� ����� WKHUH� ZDV� ZLGH-
VSUHDG� UHVLVWDQFH� LQ� ˌ\� SRSXODWLRQV�

DQG� WKRVH� WDJV� ZHUH� QR� ORQJHU� DV�

HIIHFWLYH��7KDW’V�ZKHQ�ZH�LQWURGXFHG�

organophosphate tags. This gave us 
WKH� ˋUVW� URWDWLRQ�� SURGXFHUV� FRXOG�

DOWHUQDWH�EHWZHHQ�WKRVH�WZR�W\SHV�”

,Q������D�QHZ�WDJ�ZDV� LQWURGXFHG��

containing macrocyclic lactones. 
7KLV� ZDV� DQ� LYHUPHFWLQ� WDJ�� DGGLQJ�

another rotation product. “We still 
UXQ�LQWR�LVVXHV�ZLWK�URWDWLRQ�EXW�LW’V�

usually because the producer doesn’t 
change often enough. He’s had a tag 
WKDW�ZRUNHG�ZHOO�DQG�GRHVQ’W�ZDQW�WR�

FKDQJH��DQG�ZLWKLQ���RU���\HDUV�WKDW�

kind is no longer effective. You have 
to change,” Fletcher says.
7KHUH� LV� QRZ� DQRWKHU� FKRLFH�� 7KH�

producer has the three kinds to rotate 
and today there is also a combination 
WDJ�ZLWK� WZR� LQJUHGLHQWV�� “,W� FDQ� EH�

YHU\� HIIHFWLYH—EXW� ZH� GRQ’W� UHFRP-
PHQG�LW�IRU�H[WHQGHG�XVH��<RX�ZRXOGQ’W�

ZDQW� WR�XVH� LW� WZR�\HDUV� LQ� D� URZ�� LW�

has to be part of a regular rotation 
SURJUDP��+RUQ�ˌLHV�ZLOO�EHFRPH�UHVLV-
WDQW� WR� ZKDWHYHU� FKHPLFDO� WKH\� DUH�

H[SRVHG� WR�”� 7KHUH� DUH� DOZD\V� VRPH�

VWURQJHU� ˌLHV� WKDW� VXUYLYH� DQG� WKH\�

are the ones that are left to reproduce, 
FUHDWLQJ�D�QHZ�FURS�RI�UHVLVWDQW�ˌLHV�

The tag manufacturers recommend 
SXWWLQJ�LQ�WDJV�LQ�ODWH�VSULQJ�ZKHQ�ˌ\�

numbers on the cattle start to peak. 

Remove them in late summer at the 
end of the label claim period. Leaving 
tags in too long (after insecticide 
emission starts to decline) can lead to 
more resistance issues in the remain-
LQJ�ˌLHV�� “3URGXFHUV�ZKR� IROORZ� UHF-
ommendations have better results 
WKDQ� WKH� RQHV� ZKR� OHDYH� WDJV� LQ�� $�

good practice is to gather the cattle 
late summer/early fall (about the time 
you might be preg-checking and pro-
FHVVLQJ�WKHP�DQ\ZD\��WR�UHPRYH�WKH�

WDJV�DQG�WUHDW�FDWWOH�ZLWK�D�SRXU�RQ�

that’s a different chemical than the 
WDJ�ZDV�”�7KLV�ZLOO�JLYH�FRZV�SURWHF-
WLRQ�WKURXJK�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�̩ \�VHDVRQ�

“)O\�VHDVRQ�HQGV�ZLWK�WKH�ˋUVW�IURVW��

A good rule of thumb is to remove tags 
DERXW� �� WR� �� ZHHNV� SULRU� WR� WKH� QRU-
mally occurring killing frost. If you 
used a pyrethroid tag you could use 
DQ� LYHUPHFWLQ� SRXU�RQ�� ,I� \RX� ZHUH�

using any other kind of tag, you could 
use any permethrin pour-on. It’s eco-
QRPLFDO�DQG�ZLOO�ODVW�DERXW���ZHHNV�”

6RPH� SHRSOH� SXW� WZR� WDJV� RQ� HDFK�

FRZ��RQH�LQ�HDFK�HDU��DQG�QRQH�RQ�WKH�

FDOYHV��6RPH�SXW�WDJV�LQ�WKH�FRZV�DQG�

WKH� FDOYHV�� “,W� GHSHQGV� RQ� ZKDW� \RX�

ZDQW�WR�DFFRPSOLVK��,I�\RX�DUH�WU\LQJ�WR�

FRQWURO�KRUQ�̩ LHV��\RX�RQO\�QHHG�WR�WUHDW�

WKH�FRZV��DQG�EXOOV��DQG�QRW�WKH�FDOYHV��

+RUQ�ˌLHV�GRQ’W�ERWKHU�WKH�EDE\�FDOYHV�

until they get larger—such as over 500 
pounds,” says Fletcher. The calf also 
JHWV�D�OLWWOH�EHQHˋW�IURP�ˌ\�FRQWURO�RQ�

the dam, as the calf comes into body 
FRQWDFW�ZLWK�KHU�GXULQJ�QXUVLQJ�

)DFH�ˌLHV�DUH�D�GLIIHUHQW�VWRU\��VLQFH�

they irritate the eyes and physically 
carry bacteria from animal to animal 
WKDW� FDQ� FDXVH� SLQNH\H�� “)DFH� ˌLHV�

hammer those young calves and calves 
are also more vulnerable (less disease 
resistance) to pinkeye than the older 
DQLPDOV��,I�\RX�DUH�ZRUULHG�DERXW�IDFH�

ˌLHV��ZH�UHFRPPHQG�WDJJLQJ�HYHU\�DQL-
mal,” he says. This may help decrease 
incidence of pinkeye in the herd.

The same is true for tick control. 
“7KH�ˌ\�WDJV�FDQ�SURYLGH�D�VLJQLˋFDQW�

amount of tick control depending on 
the species of tick. The Gulf Coast 
ticks, for instance are primarily 
found on the head, so these 
tags are very effective. 

Other tick species prefer other areas 
of the body, and the farther you get 
DZD\� IURP� WKH� KHDG�� WKH�PRUH� WLFNV�

\RX� PD\� ˋQG�� EXW� WKH� WDJV� DUH� VWLOO�

helpful in controlling ticks.”
6WDEOH� ˌLHV� DUH� PRUH� FKDOOHQJLQJ�

because they don’t stay on the animal 
YHU\�ORQJ��“6WDEOH�ˌLHV�DQG�IDFH�ˌLHV�

are periodic feeders, and spend a lim-
ited amount of time on cattle. For sta-
EOH�ˌLHV�DQG�IDFH�ˌLHV�\RX�JHW�EHWWHU�

results using pyrethroid tags because 
of their repellency,” says Fletcher.
6WDEOH�ˌLHV�DQG� IDFH�ˌLHV�DUH�ERWK�

more prominent in early spring. “The 
IDUWKHU� QRUWK� \RX� DUH�� WKH� IDFH� ˌLHV�

ZLOO� EH� D� SUREOHP� DOO� VHDVRQ� ORQJ��

ZKHUHDV� LQ� WKH�6RXWK� WKH\�DUH�PRUH�

just a spring pest. You can have good 
UHVXOWV� ZLWK� ˌ\� WDJV� LQ� DUHDV� DFURVV�

the mid-part of the U.S. and the South. 
6WDEOH� ˌLHV� UHTXLUH� D� KLJK� PRLVWXUH�

environment (they use moist organic 
PDWWHU� OLNH�ZDVWHG�KD\� DQG� EHGGLQJ�

for breeding sites) and are more prev-
alent in the spring, and maybe again 
LQ�WKH�IDOO�LI�LW’V�D�ZHW�IDOO�”�6WDEOH�̩ LHV�

ZHUHQ’W� PXFK� RI� D� SUREOHP� IRU� EHHI�

cattle until people started using big 
EDOHV�DQG�EDOH�IHHGHUV��ZLWK�D�EXLOGXS�

RI�ZDVWHG�IHHG�DURXQG�WKHP�

“7KH� PDLQ� WKLQJ� ZH� HPSKDVL]H� LV�

URWDWLRQ�� 7KLV� LV� WKH� RQO\�ZD\�ZH’YH�

EHHQ�DEOH�WR�PDNH�ˌ\�WDJV�FRQWLQXH�WR�

ZRUN�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV��%LOOLRQV�

RI�ˌ\�WDJV�DUH�VROG�DQQXDOO\��DQG�WKH�

technology has gotten better. The 
WDJV� ZH� KDYH� QRZ� DUH� PXFK� EHWWHU�

than the ones created 10 years ago. If 
SURGXFHUV�KDYHQ’W�XVHG�ˌ\� WDJV� IRU�D�

ZKLOH� �PD\EH� EHFDXVH� WKH� ODVW� WLPH�

WKH\�XVHG�WKHP��WKH�WDJV�ZHUH�QRW�YHU\�

HIIHFWLYH���WKH\�ZLOO�SUREDEO\�ZRUN�EHW-
WHU�QRZ��IRU�WZR�UHDVRQV��7KH�WDJV�DUH�

EHWWHU��DQG�LI�\RX�KDYHQ’W�XVHG�ˌ\�WDJV�

IRU� D� \HDU� RU�PRUH�� WKH� ˌLHV� RQ� \RXU�

place are probably no longer resistant! 
,I�\RX�DUH�QRW�JHWWLQJ�JRRG�UHVXOWV��ZH�

UHFRPPHQG� VWD\LQJ� DZD\� IURP� ˌ\�

tags for a couple of years.”
Use alternative methods and then 

come back to a type of tag that con-
tains a chemical you have not been 

using in pour-ons, dusters, oil-
ers and other alternative meth-
ods of control.
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BY HEATHER SMITH THOMAS
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When planning a 
vaccination protocol, 
work with your herd 
health veterinarian.

WR takes 
a peek at 
popular calf 
vaccination 
protocolsMake a

Protection 
Connection

tockmen generally vac-
cinate their calves, but 
the vaccines chosen and 
the timing may vary, 
depending on the situa-
tion—such as calving sea-

son and environment for young calves, 
and plans for selling them. Sometimes 
the vaccination program is different for 
calves sold right off the cow (and pro-
cessed/vaccinated when they arrive at 
the feedlot), than for calves “precondi-
tioned” and kept awhile after weaning. 
It is important to get them past the 
stress of weaning and healthy for the 
next owner, or for calves that are kept 
over winter as replacement heifers or 
grass stockers before selling them.

Dr. Chris Chase, Department 
of Veterinary and Biomedical 
Sciences, South Dakota State 

University, says most people vaccinate 
calves at branding time. “We published 
a paper recently looking at vaccinating 
calves at 30 days of age, giving a sin-
gle dose of a combination parenteral 
(injectable) viral-Mannheimia vaccine, 
and comparing the use of an intrana-
sal vaccine for IBR-PI3 and BRSV and 
a concurrent parenteral Mannheimia/
BVD vaccine. Unless you have some 
early pneumonia issues in baby calves, 
vaccinating a beef calf before 30 to 40 
days of age is not a good idea,” he says.

“The exception is if you can use an 
intranasal vaccine. There are some 
questions about maternal antibodies 
interfering with a calf’s ability to build 
immunity. If it’s a well-adjuvanted 

parenteral vaccine, calves will actually 
have a pretty good memory response. 
,Q�WKH�VWXG\�ZH�MXVW�ˋQLVKHG��IRU�%9'��

the calves developed their own anti-
bodies from the vaccine even though 
they had maternal BVD antibodies. 
We followed them for 5 months after 
we vaccinated and could see that their 
antibody titers didn’t decline; they 
actually went up,” he says.

It depends on which vaccine you use, 
but a young calf’s immune system is 
immature and if they have good anti-
body transfer from the dam, they may 
not respond very well to a vaccine. 

“There are T-cells and B-cells pres-
ent; they just don’t work that great, 
early on. An intranasal vaccine can 

help with that, but unless a 
rancher is having a problem 
with summer pneumonia, I’d 
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rather wait until the immune system 
is a little more mature.” It’s better to 
vaccinate at about 2-plus months old 
rather than 2 weeks old.

AT BRANDING

“If they can be at least 45 days of age, 
I’m happy with that. We can get away 
with doing it at 30 days, but not 21 days. 
If calves are less than 30 days, their 
immature immune system still has a 
ways to go. In a perfect world, vacci-
nations starting at 45 days minimum 
would be good—whether we’re looking 
at selling them right off the cow, or pre-
conditioned after weaning, or retaining 
ownership.” They all need that vacci-
nation while they are still on the cow.

“It is important to use a viral vaccine, 
and a Mannheimia vaccine. There 
is also a Mycoplasma vaccine on the 
market now, which could be used if a 
producer has an issue with this disease. 
Currently it’s mainly used in dairies in 
young calves; it’s yet to be seen how it 
might be used in beef calves,” he says.

Most producers use a 7 or 8-way 
Clostridial vaccine that includes 
blackleg. Every calf needs protection 
from these acute and deadly diseases, 
and this type of vaccine (a toxoid) can 
be given at a fairly young age. “But for 
viral diseases that cause respiratory 
issues, if we can give those a little 
later, we get better immunity and lon-
ger duration of immunity. I think we 
need to make sure all calves get vacci-
nated at some point during that 45 to 
60-day window, regardless of whether 
you plan to retain or sell those calves 
at weaning,” says Chase.

AT WEANING

“The next thing to think about is 
revaccinating those calves at some 
point before weaning—at 4 to 6 months 
of age—and then again a month or 
two after weaning; they need another 
dose of modified-live virus vaccine so 

we know they have good immunity. 
We do this with two things in mind. 
First, we are concerned about respi-
ratory disease, and the other thing is 
that if we retain any of those heifers 
to go back into the herd, they need to 
have strong immunity and good pro-
tection against IBR and BVD. Those 
are the two serious issues we have 
with reproduction—both for abortion 
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for IBR and BVD and for BVD PI (per-
sistently infected) calves.” We need to 
make sure heifers get adequate pro-
tection before they ever get bred.

“If I’m going to sell the calves, even 
if they will be sold right off the cow, 
it all goes back to what I will be paid, 
in whatever system it might be. If we 
are looking at the Texas ranch to rail 
system, or any other preconditioning 
program (Vac-45, etc.) to get a pre-
mium for those calves, the producer 
QHHGV�WR�EH�WLHG�LQWR�LW��ZLWK�YHULˋFD-
tion.” If you just say they are precon-
ditioned, without some kind of tag or 
documentation, you may not get that 
price boost, especially if you are just 
taking them to an auction yard.

If a rancher sells directly to a feedlot, 
with a good history of healthy calves, 
that’s one thing; the feed-yard will 
probably pay top dollar. But just tak-
ing calves through a sale barn, saying 
that those calves are preconditioned 
could mean a lot of things and there’s 
no guarantee they’ll bring a better 
price. “You want them to be healthy, 
but if you are vaccinating them, you 
want some return on your investment. 
When preconditioning calves, I suggest 
getting in on a program where you can 
document it—especially when utilizing 
video sales that promote certain pre-
conditioning programs. This is where 

it has the most value because there is 
brand recognition,” he says.

“If you plan to get one more dose of 
PRGLˋHG�OLYH�YLUXV�YDFFLQH�LQWR�WKRVH�

calves after weaning, do it at least 
a couple weeks before selling them. 
Otherwise the protection may not be 
as good as you’d want. When talking 
DERXW� PRGLˋHG�OLYH� YDFFLQHV�� ,� GRQ’W�

consider them a booster. Each time 
I give it to those calves, I realize that 
some of them didn’t ‘take’ or build 
LPPXQLW\�ZLWK�WKH�̀ UVW�GRVH��DQG�VRPH�

may not even take with the second 
dose, but if I give that third dose (after 
weaning) there’s more chance that 
almost all of them have gained immu-
nity. This is especially important if I’m 
going to keep them,” Chase says.

“If I plan to sell at weaning, I want 
to have at least two doses in them. 
Usually by the time you give two 
doses, with that second dose at 4 
months or so of age, you can probably 
count on having at least 80 to 85% of 
them responding, and that’s pretty 
good for herd immunity, especially 
for IBR and BVD,” he says.

“BRSV is a little different because it 
is more infectious and spreads easier 
than the other two through a herd. This 
is one reason some people started using 
intranasal vaccine. If a ranch has had 
problems with summer pneumonia and 
BRSV, it might pay to give an intrana-
sal BRSV vaccine when calves are born, 
depending on what age pneumonia 
hits those calves. Some people give an 
intranasal vaccine as well as a paren-
teral vaccine at 45 days of age. It would 
be a ranch-by-ranch situation, because 

with some operations summer pneu-
monia is not an issue,” says Chase.

BACKGROUNDING

If calves are held over winter to put 
on grass next spring (to sell later as 
yearlings) they should have the same 
vaccination program as replacement 
heifers. “Any that you retain owner-
ship on, as stockers or whatever, need 
DW� OHDVW� WKUHH�GRVHV�RI�PRGLˋHG�OLYH�

vaccines—at 45 days of age, again at 
4 or 5 months, and the third one after 
weaning. You may also want to give 
another dose of clostridial vaccine.”

“Using a viral/bacterial combo can 
be a good idea. That approach makes 
a lot of sense, rather than giving mul-
tiple vaccines; the companies have 
done all the necessary studies to show 
WKH\�DUH�HIˋFDFLRXV�DJDLQVW� WKRVH�GLV-
eases, in order to get licenses for those 
vaccines. People wonder if the combo 
vaccines have too many antigens, but 
it’s all been worked out in these paren-
teral combinations. The Enforce and 
the One Shot BVD are two different 
vaccine products, however, and are 
not licensed to be used together. By 
contrast, the Bovi-Shield One Shot or 
Pyramid / Presponse, or Vista or Once 
PMH or Titanium-PHM have all been 
worked out and can be given as a single 
dose,” says Chase.

When planning a vaccination pro-
tocol, work with your herd health vet-
erinarian. He/she can advise you on 
SURGXFWV�DQG�WLPLQJ�IRU�EHVW�HIˋFDF\�

LQ�\RXU�RZQ�VLWXDWLRQ��DQG�WR�ˋW�ZLWK�

your plans for marketing or keeping 
those calves.
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ranch wheels
BY JAMES BECKHAM

The Country 
Kitchen  and  ATVs

Massimo MSA 550

ame recognition can be a good thing. Drive into any McDonald’s 

restaurant, for example, and you know exactly what to expect.

Driving through a small town in central Texas at break-

fast time recently, I could have stopped for an Egg McMufin 

(there’s that name recognition.) My other option in Lampasas 

was the Country Kitchen half a mile back where every pickup in the coun-

ty was parked. I opted for the Country Kitchen. The food at this local cafe 

turned out to be excellent and the service outstanding.

Shopping for something that has 

name recognition is comfortable and 

doesn’t involve much decision-mak-

ing. The Country Kitchen was an 

unknown for me, but they had exactly 

what I wanted and great service. I 

could have gone with the big name 

for their signature breakfast sand-

wich, but I took a chance and found 

the unknown to be exactly what I was 

looking for at a price less than the 

mass marketer.

Buying an ATV to speed up summer 

chores can be a lot like my breakfast 

experience. You can shop dealers 

carrying big-name vehicles. Or, you 

can consider other brands that might 

EHWWHU� ˋW� \RXU� QHHGV� DQG� \RXU�

pocketbook.

Ride along as we explore 

the 2023 models from man-

ufacturers you might not 

have ever considered or 

even heard of. Join us 

for a look at ATVs from 

Massimo, Argo, Vitacci 

and Can-Am.

MASSIMO MSA 550

With headquarters 

in Garland, Texas, 

Massimo Motor 

Sports has a broad 

range of off-road 

and on-road vehicles 

including ATVs, UVs 

and motorcycles.

The Massimo MSA 550 

features a single-cylinder 

4-stroke engine with electronic fuel 

injection putting out 33 hp. The 550 

can reach speeds up to 49 mph and the 

on-demand 2WD/4WD system includes 

a locking differential. The 550’s 10.5” of 

ground clearance and 25” tires let the 

ATV tackle most terrain with ease.

Front suspension on the 550 is 

McPherson independent type and the 

rear suspension is independent dual 

A-arm. Couple the suspension with 

the 57.5” wheelbase and you get good 

stability and a short turning radius. 

All brakes on the MSA 550 are hydrau-

lic disc type.

With 374-pound load capacity and 

the ability to tow 1200 pounds, the 

MSA 550 will handle your heavy-duty 

tasks. Standard features include elec-

tric power steering, a 3,000-pound 

winch, LED lights, front bumper, 
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Argo Explorer  
XR 500 EPS 4 X 4

Vitacci

handguards and a passenger backrest.
The MSA 550 comes with a full range 

of information on its digital display, 
including speedometer, odometer, 
tachometer, hour meter, gear indica-
tor, 4WD indicator, differential lock 
indicator, headlight indicator, fuel 
gauge, high temp and a USB port.

Massimo products are assembled in 
Texas and your Massimo MSA 550 
can be bought in any of seven colors.

See the Massimo MSA 550 at a local 
dealer or www.massimomotor.com

ARGO EXPLORER  

XR 500 EPS 4 X 4

The Argo website says, “There’s 
some rough stuff out there. Devious 
dunes, rain-soaked, mucky river-
EHGV��PDQXUH�GRWWHG�̀ HOGV�DQG�JXO-
lies marred with hulking rocks.” I 
wonder if those hulking rocks are as 
devious as the dunes? But I digress. 
Back to the Argo Explorer XR 500 
EPS 4 X 4 (let’s call it the XR 500 to 
save a few trees and lots of ink.)

The Argo XR 500 offers a 443cc, 
liquid-cooled, 4-valve, EFI power 
plant and automatic CVT with 
engine braking. Translation: the 
Argo engine has Electronic Fuel 
Injection (EFI) and instead of gears, 
they use a Continuously Variable 
Transmission (CVT) which relies 

on cone-shaped pulleys to transfer 
power from the engine. The XR 500 
lets you switch from 2WD to 4WD 
with the push of a button and the ATV 
has a locking front differential.

Front and rear suspensions are dou-
ble A-arm type with extended travel. 
Preloaded shocks are adjustable, so 
riders can match the suspension to 

their riding style and load. Electronic 
power steering on the XR 500 uses 
automated sensors calibrated by 
speed and torque to provide the 
capability for sharp directional 
changes and to alleviate fatigue.

The 3,000-pound winch on the 
XR 500 is standard, as are steel 
front and rear racks that give you 
up to 323 pounds combined carry-
ing capacity. The XR 500 also has 
multiple tie-down points for gear 
and comes with a rugged 2” receiver 
hitch. Towing capacity of this ATV is 
1,000 pounds.

The standard multi-function 
digital display on the 500 includes 
odometer, speedometer, trip meter, 
tachometer, transmission posi-
tion and lots more information. 

Headlights on the Argos are LED with 
high and low beams.

The XR 500 has a factory-installed 
feature Argo calls “bring it on.” I have 
no idea what that is, but the website 
says it is “industry-leading,” so it must 
be important. Argo also builds side-
by-side vehicles and a wide range of 
six and eight-wheeled  amphibious 
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ranch wheels

Can-Am

vehicles for those of you ranching 

alligators…

Check out all the Argo features at 

https://argoxtv.com/vehicles/xplorer- 

xr-500

VITACCI

Vitacci’s US headquarters are in the 

Dallas Metroplex. The motorbikes, 

ATVs, scooters, go-karts, golf carts 

and e-bikes offered by Vitacci, how-

ever, are imported from China.

The Vitacci Terminator 300 4 x 4 

is a full-sized quad with a 257cc, liq-

uid-cooled, single-cylinder engine 

putting out 22 hp. Independent 

McPherson front suspension and 

socket centering structure rear sus-

pension make your ride more enjoy-

able. Front and rear brakes are all 

hydraulic disc type, which is good 

since the Terminator 300 can travel 

up to 60 mph. The wheelbase of the 

Terminator 300 is 51”, so watch those 

sharp turns at 60 mph.

Selectable 2WD/4WD is stan-

dard and this ATV comes with front 

and rear cargo racks standard. The 

Terminator 300 includes a backrest for 

the driver and a standard front winch. 

It also comes with a 90-day warranty.

See the Vitacci color options, includ-

ing camo, at https://www.vitacci.com/

atvs/terminator-300/

CAN-AM

Can-Am is a Canadian company 

(Canada-America=Can-Am) whose 

ATVs are built by the Finnish company, 

BRP, at a factory in Mexico. (Ask for 

extra passport stamps with every pur-

chase.) BRP also builds Evinrude boat 

motors and other marine products.

The Can-Am Outlander 500/700 

series uses Rotax brand single-cylin-

der, liquid-cooled engines coupled with 

their pDrive clutch. (Rotax engines are 

high-performance powersport motors 

manufactured in Austria.) The 500 

version of the Outlander has a 40 hp 

engine while the 700 model carries a 

50 hp engine. The 500/700 series can 

include tri-mode dynamic power steer-

ing, front and rear bumpers, and Visco-

Lok auto-locking front differential.

Some versions of the Outlander 

500/700 include a front winch rated 

at 3,500 pounds. All models of the 

ATV have new ergonomic seats, LED 

headlights and taillights and a full 

skid plate. The Outlander series fea-

tures 12” of ground clearance.

Outlander towing capacity is 1830 

pounds while this series of ATV can 

carry 120 pounds on the front cargo 

rack and 240 pounds on the rear. All 

Outlander models have a one-gallon 

storage bin, and some versions sport a 

USB port and a magnetic phone mount. 

A vertical chainsaw holder integrated 

into a fender is an interesting option. 

The Outlander series can be purchased 

with multiple windshield heights or an 

adjustable-height windshield.

Go to https://can-am.brp.com/off-

road/us/en/customize-your-own/

all-terrain-vehicles/outlander-500-700.

html for all the details or visit your 

nearest Can-Am dealer.

So, there you have it. An interna-

tional lineup of ATVs with parts from 

all over the world, yet very similar 

features. McDonald’s or the Country 

Kitchen? You decide.
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BY TERRYN “T” DRIELING

Tom’s been a long-time 
palm leaf proponent for 
warm weather wear, but 
last summer he made the 
switch to a Twister straw.

According to my reader research and 
the growing popularity of, and inter-
est in, the American West, it’s getting 
harder and harder to tell the region 
folks are from by the hat on their heads.

Tom’s Take

As we’ve established in a previous 
Ranchwear Review, I’m more of a ball-
cap kinda gal. So, we’ve got Tom here 
this time with his take on hats.

TWISTER HATS

He’s been a long-time palm leaf 
proponent for warm weather wear, 
but last summer he made the switch 
to a Twister straw. He was looking for 
something a little lighter in weight and 
honestly, something that wouldn’t hold 
onto sweat quite as bad as the palm leaf.

“I love this hat. It’s lighter than my 
palm leaves have been, and it’s not as 
hot either,” said Tom. Since he’s only 

had it a year, and at the time of writ-
ing it hasn’t been warm enough to put 
it back on, we can’t speak to longev-
ity yet. But, after one warm season’s 
worth of wear, it still looks like new. 
So, there’s that.

Twister Hats can be found in various 
retailers, including but not limited to 
- Cavender’s, Boot Barn, and Sheplers.

Reader’s Choice

When I polled readers, the over-
whelming consensus from those who 
responded was that their hat shape 
ZDVQ’W� LQˌXHQFHG� E\� UHJLRQ� EXW�

UDWKHU�ZKDW�ˋW�DQG�IHOW�EHVW��6R�,�KDYH�

a few readers’ recs on brands and cus-
tom hatters.

or lots of years, you could tell where someone came from by the 

shape of their hat. Each is shaped out of necessity but represents 

a culture, and lets you know what region the man or woman under 

it called home. And maybe that’s still the case to a certain extent.

Terryn’s RANCHWEAR REVIEW

These HATS
Are where it’s at

Apparel for the 
WORKING RANCH
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FRICKIN HAT COMPANY

One of the custom hatters recom-
mended was Frickin Hat Company. 
Hatter and owner, Marit Frick, hand-
crafts quality, custom felt hats from 
rural North Dakota.

“Whether you’re looking for a tra-
ditional cowboy hat or an authentic 
hat that adds to your signature style, 
I can create something made for just 
you,” Marit says.

I hadn’t heard of Marit or Frickin Hat 
Company before the writing of this 
ranchwear review, but I gotta say – I am 
intrigued by Marit and her creativity.

Order your Frickin Hat at, www.
frickinhatcompany.com

GREELEY HAT WORKS

Greeley Hat Works was also among 

the reader-recommended hatters. 
It has a storied history, but since its 
establishment in 1909, very few things 
have changed about Greeley Hat Works, 
other than its name and owners. 
Greeley Hat Works provides a service 
and an outlet of personal expression for 
anyone interested in wearing a hat just 
like it did more than a hundred years 
ago. The company uses traditional 
Parisian hat-making tools that the shop 
coined “retro-tech” to build every hat.

“From politicians and celebrities 
to ranchers and fashionistas, we pro-
vide the highest quality products and 
impeccable customer service to all 
walks of life.”

To shop Greeley Hat Works or sub-
mit a custom order, visit www.gree-
leyhatworks.com

SERRATELLI

Since 1878, the Serratelli family 
has been making hats right here in 
the good ol’ U.S. of A. And that’s a big 
part of what readers stated they love 
about their Serratelli hats.

“They’re American-made and rea-
sonably priced, especially for the 
quality,” one reader said of their 
Serratelli hat.

Find your Serratelli hat at Boot 
Barn, Sheplers, Cavender’s, and other 
retailers.

Be sure to follow @workingranch-
magazine and me (@terryn.drieling) 
on Instagram to watch me try on, test 
out, and work in the ranchwear we 
feature here, let us know what works 
for you, and tell us what you’d like to 
see me try next.
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Need a great Father’s Day gift idea for the dad who’d give you the 

shirt off his back? Here are a few of our favorite brands for work 

and play.

Ely Cattleman
Ely Cattleman offers a wide variety of shirts in buttons 

and snaps, short and long sleeves. They’ve got styles from 

Retros and Textured Plaids to Flannels and Cotton Prints, 

but our favorites are their Cattleman Classics. No matter 

your preference, you can be sure you’re getting a high-

quality shirt at a great price from Ely Cattleman.

www.elycattleman.com

Wrangler
No lie - Wrangler has a shirt to suit dang near any personal 

style. A couple of our favorites for long sleeve styles are the 

Premium Performance Advanced Comfort Cowboy Cut® Long Sleeve 

and the Men’s Cowboy Cut Work Chambray Long Sleeve. These shirts 

hold up to ranch work and look good goin’ out on the town. And in short 

sleeves, we love the Wrangler Rugged Wear® Short Sleeve Easy Care 

Plaid Button-Down. Their blend of recycled fibers and cotton lends 

itself to their comfort and how well they wash up.

www.wrangler.com

Stetson
Hear the word Stetson and the first thing that comes to mind is hats. But this 

legendary hat brand also has quite the selection when it comes to shirts. Paisleys, 

plaids, denims, and solids - if you’re looking for a pearl snap shirt that Dad 

can dress up or down, wear on the town or riding the range, Stetson’s 

got you covered.

www.stetson.com

Ely Cattleman

StetsonWrangler

Terryn’s RANCHWEAR REVIEW

Duds For Dad

BONUS

By “T”
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You can’t tell by looking.
Not all “Angus” bulls are  REGISTERED  Angus bulls.

Look for the  REGISTRATION NUMBER.

Bring the Power of Angus to your herd.

Angus.org/PBA.

SM

One is suppor ted by the power of data.

One is validated by the power of a pedigree.

One is backed by the power of programs.

One is not.



Easter on the

Scarborough
Ranch

Ranch sign

H

BY MARLI SCARBOROUGH

i! My name is Marli 

Scarborough, and I’m a 

ˋIWK�JHQHUDWLRQ� UDQFKHU�

QHDU� +D\HV�� 6RXWK�

'DNRWD�� ,� OLYH� DQG� ZRUN�

KHUH�ZLWK�P\�GDG��0DUF��DQG�WZR�EURWKHUV��

&ROE\������DQG�/LDP������6LQFH�P\�PRP�SDVVHG�

DZD\�ODVW�)HEUXDU\��P\�GDG�DQG�,�EDODQFH�WKH�UDQFK�

ZRUN�ZLWK�WDNLQJ�FDUH�RI��DQG�KRPHVFKRROLQJ��WKH�ER\V�

%HFDXVH�,�ZDV�DOVR�KRPHVFKRROHG��,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�EH�RXW�

VLGH�ZRUNLQJ�ZKHQHYHU�,�ZDQWHG�JURZLQJ�XS��DQG�LW�EHFDPH�P\�

IXOO�WLPH�MRE�ULJKW�RXW�RI�KLJK�VFKRRO��:H�KDYH�ERWK�FURSV�DQG�FDWWOH��

EXW�P\�SDVVLRQ�LV�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�FDWWOH�

A blizzard, puppies 

everywhere, an attempt 

to get through a drifted 

draw, and the power 

of faith on this  

Missouri outfit
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   Rancher’s

Journal

A litter of puppies at the ranch

We run about 500 head of cattle that calve in May through June and August through 

September (although we have an accidental calf in July from one herd or the other 

almost every year, so we might as well say we calve from May to September.)

12-Day Journal of Marli Scarborough

THURSDAY, MARCH 30TH, 2023
Today was supposed to be warm and sunny — a good day to get ready for the com-

ing blizzard. Instead, it barely broke 35, and there was a cold east wind. We did some 

extra chores, moved a few groups of cattle around for better protection, and tried to 

SUHSDUH�DV�EHVW�ZH�FRXOG��%\�PLG�DIWHUQRRQ�,�FRXOGQ’W�̀ QG�DQ\WKLQJ�PRUH�WR�SUHSDUH��

I’m just very, very glad we’re not calving.

Colby (my 17-year-old brother) was supposed to go to prom on the other side of the 

state Friday night, so near dark he and Dad left to get ahead of the weather, leaving 

me to ride out the storm with my nine-year-old brother Liam and my grandparents 

who were visiting for the weekend.

FRIDAY, MARCH 31ST

The morning was not so bad; just 

VRPH� OLJKW� SUHFLSLWDWLRQ�� $W� ˋUVW�� LW�

looked like it could turn icy, but the rain 

quickly turned to snow. I got the feed-

ing done as quickly as possible but left 

some of the bale processor hay to feed 

later. By 9:00 a.m. it was snowing hard 

and the wind was starting to pick up.

The snow continued through the 

afternoon, and by 3:30 p.m. when I 

went to make the rounds (thanks to 

the side-by-side with tracks) there 

was almost zero visibility. I got the 

bale processor and gave two groups of 

cows some extra hay to help hold them 

behind the windbreak, plus some straw 

for the fall calves that were weaned ten 

days ago.

I could see the power lines bouncing 

OLNH� FUD]\�� DQG� WKH� SRZHU� NHSW� ˌDVK-

ing off and on, so I was a little worried 

about losing it altogether. But with 

nothing more to do besides praying 

for the power to stay on, I went back to 

the house to do some cleaning (a daily 

chore with a litter of six-week-old pup-

pies in the house.)

The power did stay on, and by 6:00 

p.m. the snow had stopped and I could 

see for a mile or two. By 10:00 p.m., I 

could even see the stars! It was a pretty 

intense blizzard for a few hours but 

thankfully didn’t last too long.
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Scarborough
Ranch

Scarborough Ranch is a fifth-generation 
ranch located in Hayes, South Dakota

Marli Scarborough  
with her dad, Marc,  
and two brothers,  
Colby (17) and Liam (9).

SATURDAY, APRIL 1ST

The morning was cold, but perfectly 

clear and it started to warm up as soon 

as the sun hit. I started by moving 

VRPH� VQRZ�� ˋUVW� ZLWK� WKH� SD\ORDGHU�

and then the skid-steer, before feeding.

By the time I was done with feeding, 

Dad was home, and he spent most of 

the afternoon moving snow with the 

dozer tractor. The sun helped, too, 

because by late afternoon the plowed 

spots were starting to dry.

In the evening I headed to Hayes, 

about 25 minutes away, to be in a play. 

7KLV�ZDV�P\�ˋUVW�\HDU�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�

cast, but the 70th year for the play! 

It’s a community tradition that I’m 

excited to be a part of.

SUNDAY, APRIL 2ND

Palm Sunday, but I barely had time 

to think about it. Church is an hour 

away, so we don’t get there every 

Sunday, and this was one of those 

weeks. By the time chores were done, 

it was time to leave for the second 

performance of the play, and it was 

suppertime before I got home.

,Q�WKH�HYHQLQJ�,�ˋQLVKHG�XS�D�SURM-

ect I’d been working on for a few days 

— wrapping chicken wire around my 

bum calf pen to make a cage for the 

puppies so they can live in the shop. 

The mess is getting to be too much for 

my little mudroom, and besides, it’s 

weaning time. After moving the pup-

pies out there, I gave the mudroom a 
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Get your Blue Tubs today at vitalix.com

BREED BACK WITH BLUE.

“ By adding Vitalix our conception rate has jumped to over 74%, well above the  
industry average. Last year with 165 commercial cows, we had 26 open cows.  
Using Vitalix tubs, we had only two open cows this fall.”

– Jake Hovden, Southern Accent Farms, Decorah, IA

LEADING THE WAY IN REPRODUCTIVE NUTRITION.



Scarborough Ranch
good scrub and laid out the soft, plush 
dog bed for Mama. She was much hap-
pier than most cows are after weaning!

MONDAY, APRIL 3RD

Started the week by deleting 
my Facebook and Instagram apps. 
Although sharing about what we do on 
the ranch is an important part of my 

life, I’ve gotten to a point where I’m 
doing more scrolling than sharing, and 
the week leading up to Easter seems 
like a good time to reset and refocus.

After the rush of the weekend, I was 
hoping for a bit of a rest day, but with 
another storm coming on that has to 
be put off another day. We started 
the morning by preg-testing the fall 

cows. We ran through them pretty 
fast and were happy with the results 

— the breeding percentage was higher 
than average, and it seems like we 
had less to cull. It may be cold today, 
but these 165 cows will be calving in 
the heat of August!

The afternoon was spent preparing 
for the storm — it sounds like this one 
could be much worse than Friday’s. 
Dad moved windbreaks around, and 
we let the fall cows out into a pasture 
with deep draws and thick brush. I 
keep hearing things like “genera-
tional storm,” but I feel like I’ve heard 
that a lot of times in my life so I’m 
not sure how much stock to put in it. 
By evening everything is as bedded 
down as can be, so there’s nothing 
more to do.

TUESDAY, APRIL 4TH

Woke up to a very pretty blanket 
RI�ˌXII\�VQRZ��7KH�ZLQG�KDGQ’W�FRPH�

up yet, and it was more ‘winter won-
derland’ than a roaring blizzard. The 
snow hadn’t drifted into many of the 
feed bunks yet, so Dad was able to 
feed most of the feed wagon loads as 
usual, and I fed the bale processor hay 
to the two main cow herds.

After chores, there wasn’t much else 
that could be done, so I spent most of 
the day in either my house, my dad’s 
house, or the shop. I gave my house 
a good cleaning and started on some 
projects I’d been putting off; watched 
part of a Lord of the Rings movie with 
my brothers; spent lots of time let-
ting the puppies run around the shop. 
The snow came down pretty steadily 
all day, and by evening it was mostly 
done. Dad plowed a few trails just to 
make it easier to walk between the 
two houses and the shop but waited 
on the rest until morning.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5TH

By this morning the snow had 
stopped, but the wind was blowing 
and visibility wasn’t great. We usually 
go to church on Wednesday evenings, 
but that was canceled, so we settled in 
for another day at home. By evening it 
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April blizzards in South Dakota 
mean extra work for everyone

was pretty clear and we probably could 

have gotten to town, but it was a relief 

not to have to make that decision.

7KH�ˋQDO�WDOO\�RQ�WKH�VQRZ�LV�DERXW�

12-18 inches, so Dad spent a lot of 

the afternoon plowing. In a week it’s 

going to be a muddy mess, but after 

two years of drought, it’s hard to com-

plain. Every time I was outside I found 

myself making a mental list of all the 

things that will need to be done when 

we get dug out. So I tried to use my 

inside time to catch up on things that 

I won’t have time for in a few days.

Oh, and I ended the day on a fun 

note. I went out in the side-by-side 

with tracks on it to check the cows and 

tried going through a draw that drifted 

in about 3 feet deep. I should have 

known better; I’ve seen people get 

stuck in that draw before, but I think 

I expected it to be packed a bit harder. 

Dad had to come to rescue me with 

the tractor, and for a minute I thought 

we were going to get that stuck, too. 

Apparently just because your side-by-

side has tracks doesn’t mean you can 

go anywhere. But we got it out and I 

(maybe) learned my lesson.

THURSDAY, APRIL 6TH

I think the high for the day was in 

the mid-30s, but the sun was so bright 

and warm that it felt like a beautiful 

spring day. And by looking at the fore-

cast, it would seem winter has had its 

last hurrah. (Unless it’s just waiting to 

surprise us.)

Today was our day to go to town and 

catch up on errands after the storm. 

7KH� SXSSLHV� JRW� WKHLU� ˋUVW� URXQG� RI�

shots, and one of them went home 

to her new family. Dad brought them 

home while I stayed to do errands and 

go to Bible study.

FRIDAY, APRIL 7TH

I’m pretty sure one of the most 

underrated time sinks of ranch life is 

driving time. After being in town yes-

terday, Dad and Colby turned around 

and went back in for an appointment 

early in the morning. That made my 

routine a little different since I did all 

of the feeding chores.

They were back by about noon, 

though, and later in the afternoon, we 

went to look at some bulls. The sale 

is tomorrow, but since they’re only 

about twenty minutes away we went 

to look at them ahead of time. It was 

a little hard to walk through the pen 

with all the mud from melting snow, 

but it was warm and sunny. Liam 

came along and made friends with lot 

71 — he insists that’s the one we need 

to buy, but he’s near the end of the 

sale so we’ll see!

SATURDAY, APRIL 8TH

Chores and regular stuff in the 

morning, then by noon we left for the 

bull sale. We dropped Liam off at the 

neighbors’ on the way. Most of the 

places we buy bulls from are several 

hours away, and the last couple of 

years we’ve just stayed home and done 

online bidding — which I think makes 

it slightly less nerve-wracking to keep 

up with the auctioneer. Thankfully my 

dad is much better at that and success-

fully bought two bulls.

We picked Liam up from the neigh-

bors’ and stayed for a while visiting 

and enjoying the sunshine while the 

kids dug a trench through the puddles 

in their yard. It was suppertime when 

we got home, but I was amazed by how 

much time is left in the evening to be 

RXWVLGH�LQ�WKH�GD\OLJKW��,�ˋQLVKHG�WKH�

evening by shredding a roast I had put 

in the crockpot and making buns for 

the Easter potluck at church.

SUNDAY, APRIL 9TH

Happy Easter! We got chores done 

and headed to town for church and 

the Easter potluck. And to be honest, 
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Scarborough Ranch

It may be cold today, but these 165 cows will be calving in the heat of August!

it wasn’t the greatest day. This is 
supposed to be a “journal” about my 
ranch life, not a “diary” about my 
personal life, but the truth is as ag 
producers our mental, physical, and 
spiritual health is all directly tied in 
with what we do every day — and mine 
wasn’t great on this day. If that was 
where this journal ended, it might be 
a bit of a downer.

But it’s not, because it was still 
Easter. And the message of Easter, of 
the Savior who rose from the dead, is 
greater than all the highs and lows of 
life. That doesn’t change depending 
on how you feel. The resurrection 
of Jesus Christ is our greatest hope 
regardless of what kind of day you 
have on Easter Sunday.

Although my Easter didn’t look the 
way I had planned, I kind of crashed 
and was forced to take the rest I knew 
I’d been needing all week. Ranch life 
involves a lot of work, but I’m con-
stantly learning just how important 
it is to prioritize rest, too. So I took 
a long, slow walk through all the 
lots, just enjoying the sunshine and 
the cattle. I’m so grateful for this life 
where I can be outside when I need 
it, whether that’s working or resting. 
Thanks for reading my journal!
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C
attle were crucial to the early 

settlers in North America. The 

ˋUVW� (XURSHDQV� FDPH� IURP� 6SDLQ�

DQG� EURXJKW� 6SDQLVK� FDWWOH� ZLWK�

WKHP� LQ� WKH� HDUO\� ����V�� 6RPH�RI�

WKH� GHVFHQGDQWV� RI� WKRVH� FDWWOH�

EHFDPH�IHUDO�DQG�ZHUH�SURJHQLWRUV�RI�WKH�

SUROLˋF� “ORQJKRUQV”� LQ� 0H[LFR� DQG� WKH�

American southwest.

/DWHU� VHWWOHUV� IURP� WKH� %ULWLVK� ,VOHV�

EURXJKW� 6KRUWKRUQV� WR� WKH� $PHULFDQ� FRO-

onies. When brought to Virginia in 1783, 

WKH\�ZHUH�FDOOHG�'XUKDP��,Q�������.HQWXFN\�

6WDWHVPDQ� +HQU\� &OD\� LPSRUWHG� WKH�

ˋUVW� +HUHIRUGV� IURP� (QJODQG�� /RQJKRUQ��

6KRUWKRUQ�� DQG� +HUHIRUG� ZHUH� WKH� PDLQ�

“EUHHGV”�LQ�$PHULFD�XQWLO�$QJXV�DUULYHG�

0DUN� 0F&XOO\�� &(2� RI� WKH� $PHULFDQ�

$QJXV�$VVRFLDWLRQ��VD\V�0D\������ZLOO�EH�

WKH����WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�ˋUVW�$QJXV�

LQ� $PHULFD�� LPSRUWHG� IURP� 6FRWODQG��

“*HRUJH�*UDQW�EURXJKW� VRPH�$QJXV�EXOOV�

WR� 9LFWRULD�� .DQVDV� LQ� ����� DQG� WXUQHG�

WKHP�RXW�RQ�WKH�.DQVDV�SUDLULHV�ZLWK�VRPH�

ORQJKRUQ�FRZV��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�

WKH�$QJXV�EUHHG�LQ�WKH�8�6�”�VD\V�0F&XOO\�

*UDQW� ZDV� DQ� LQQRYDWLYH� HQWUHSUHQHXU��

+H� ZDV� D� FORWK� PHUFKDQW� IURP� 6FRWODQG�

who learned that Queen Victoria’s husband 

3ULQFH�$OEHUW�ZDV�QHDU�GHDWK��$QWLFLSDWLQJ�

American 
Angus 

Association

in America

150 Years
Of AngusBY HEATHER SMITH THOMAS

It all began in Scotland. “George Grant 
brought some Angus bulls to Victoria, 
Kansas in 1873 and turned them out on the 
Kansas prairies with some longhorn cows. 
This was the beginning of the Angus breed 
in the U.S.” says American Angus Associa-
tion CEO Mark McCully.
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the demand for mourning badges, he cornered some of the 
black crepe markets and made a great deal of money.

He saw some Angus cattle and was intrigued by them. 
“They were considered freaks because they were polled — 
and all the other breeds were horned. Also, there were no 
other breeds at that time that were solid black. Angus cat-
tle were very different,” McCully says.

A few stockmen in the U.S. started raising Angus, 
DQG� ��� \HDUV� DIWHU� WKDW� ˋUVW� LPSRUWDWLRQ�� WKH\� IRUPHG�

the American Aberdeen Angus Breeders Association in 
Chicago. “In 1902 the Association moved its headquarters 
to the Chicago Union Stockyards. This was their headquar-
ters until 1956 when it was moved to St. Joseph, Missouri 
—�DIWHU�WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RXWJUHZ�WKH�RIˋFH�DW�WKH�([FKDQJH�

Building,” he says.
“They were looking for a new home and put out bids to 

various cities. The St. Joseph Market was one of the prom-
inent markets at that time, along with Fort Worth and St. 
Louis, and a few others. St. Joseph won the bid and was 
attractive to the leadership of the Association at that time. 
They moved to Missouri and that’s when they shortened 
the name to American Angus Association,” McCully says.

IMPRESSIVE GROWTH 

OVER THE DECADES

The breed was popular, and during the 1950s and 60s the 
Association started collecting performance data. “Before 
that, the only means for selection was visual appraisal and 
pedigrees. Breeders started taking weights and measures; 
that was the early beginning of performance breeding and 
objective measures of selecting Angus cattle.”

Another big landmark was in 1972 when the board 
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This memorial to 
George Grant sits 
in the square in 
Victoria, Kansas.
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150 Years
DSSURYHG� WKH� XVH� RI� RSHQ� DUWLˋFLDO�

LQVHPLQDWLRQ��“7KLV�ZDV�D�FRQWURYHU-

VLDO�WRSLF��6RPH�EUHHGHUV�WKRXJKW�WKDW�

QR� RQH� ZRXOG� QHHG� D� EXOO� DQ\PRUH�

�DQG�WKH\�ZRXOGQ’W�KDYH�D�PDUNHW�IRU�

EXOOV���VR�WKH\�IRXJKW�WKLV�FKDQJH��:H�

QRZ�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�EHQHˋWV�RI�WKDW�

WHFKQRORJ\�”�$,�HQDEOHV�DQ\�EUHHGHU�

WR�XVH�VRPH�RI�WKH�YHU\�EHVW�JHQHWLFV��

ZLWK� SURYHQ� EXOOV�� WR� LPSURYH� WKHLU�

KHUGV�DQG�PDNH�JHQHWLF�SURJUHVV�

“,Q������WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�ODXQFKHG�WKH�

&HUWLˋHG� $QJXV� %HHI� EUDQG� DQG� DOVR�

SXUFKDVHG� WKH� $QJXV� -RXUQDO�� %HIRUH�

WKDW��WKHUH�ZHUH�YHU\�IHZ�EUDQGHG�EHHI�

SURJUDPV� VR� WKLV� ZDV� D� QRYHO� LGHD� DW�

WKDW� WLPH�—� WR� VHW� VSHFLˋFDWLRQV� WKDW�

$QJXV�W\SH�FDWWOH�ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�PHHW�

DQG�TXDOLI\�IRU�WKLV�WUDGHPDUN��DQG�KDYH�

D�PDUNHWLQJ�SURJUDP�FHQWHUHG�DURXQG�

LW��WR�GULYH�YDOXH�IRU�UHJLVWHUHG�$QJXV�

VHHGVWRFN��7KLV�LV�WKH�VDPH�PRGHO�ZH�

RSHUDWH�ZLWK�WRGD\�”�VD\V�0F&XOO\�

%HIRUH������WKH�$QJXV�-RXUQDO�ZDV�

SXEOLVKHG�E\�D�SULYDWH�JURXS��EXW�E\�

�����WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ’V�OHDGHUVKLS�IHOW�

LW� ZRXOG� EH� EHVW� WR� KDYH� DQ� RIˋFLDO�

SXEOLFDWLRQ� DQG� EURXJKW� WKH� $QJXV�

-RXUQDO� LQ�KRXVH�� “:H� KDYH� YDUL-

RXV� HQWLWLHV� ZLWKLQ� WKH� $VVRFLDWLRQ��

$QJXV� 3XEOLFDWLRQV�� ,QF�� LV� LWV� RZQ�

HQWLW\��DQG�VR�LV�&HUWLˋHG�$QJXV�%HHI�”

7KH� ODWH� ����V� ZDV� DQ� LPSRUW-

DQW� WLPH� LQ� WKH�EHHI� LQGXVWU\��“:H’G�

UHDFKHG� D� FURVVURDGV�� SHRSOH� ZHUH�

WKLQNLQJ� IDW� LQ� WKH�GLHW�ZDV�EDG�DQG�

FDWWOHPHQ�ZHUH�EULQJLQJ�LQ�(XURSHDQ�

EUHHGV� EHFDXVH� WKH\� ZHUH� ELJ��

IDVW�JURZLQJ�� KHDYLO\� PXVFOHG�� DQG�

YHU\� OHDQ�� :H� ZHUHQ’W� SD\LQJ� PXFK�

DWWHQWLRQ� WR� PHDW� TXDOLW\�� $QJXV�

EUHHGHUV� DW� WKH� WLPH� VDZ� DQ� RSSRU-

WXQLW\�� NQRZLQJ� WKDW� PDUEOLQJ� ZDV�

D�VWURQJ�WUDLW� LQ�$QJXV�FDWWOH�—�DQG�

WKH�EHHI�LQGXVWU\�ZDV�JRLQJ�WKH�RWKHU�

GLUHFWLRQ�”�KH�VD\V�

“$QJXV� EUHHGHUV� NQHZ�PDUEOLQJ� LV�

ZKDW� HQVXUHV� D� KLJK�TXDOLW\� HDWLQJ�

H[SHULHQFH� IRU� FRQVXPHUV�� VR� WKH\�

IRFXVHG� RQ� WKLV�� 7KH\� ZHQW� DJDLQVW�

WKH� JUDLQ� EHFDXVH� WKH� EHHI� LQGXVWU\�

ZDV�SHWLWLRQLQJ�WR�ORZHU�WKH�JUDGLQJ�

VWDQGDUGV�DQG�JRW�WKDW�DFFRPSOLVKHG�

GXULQJ� WKH� ����V�� &HUWLˋHG� $QJXV�

%HHI�DQG�WKH�$QJXV�EUHHG�ZDV�VZLP-

PLQJ�XSVWUHDP��IRU�D�ZKLOH�”�7KH�ELJ�

H[RWLF�FDWWOH�LQˌXHQFHG�DOPRVW�DOO�WKH�

EUHHGV� LQ� $PHULFD�� KRZHYHU�� PRVW�

EUHHGV� KXUULHG� WR� FKDQJH� WR� ODUJHU�

FDWWOH��$QJXV�DOVR�EHFDPH�ODUJHU��DQG�

LQ�VRPH�LQVWDQFHV�WRR�ODUJH�

“:KHQ� \RX� ORRN� DW� WKH�

KLVWRU\� RI� DQ\� EUHHG�� WKH\�

JR�WKURXJK�F\FOHV��FKDVLQJ�

ZKDW’V�SRSXODU��6RPH�RI�WKH�

FDWWOH�GXULQJ�WKH���V�ZHUH�

VR�WDOO�\RX�FRXOGQ’W�VHH�RYHU�

WKH�WRS�RI�WKHP��LQ�FRQWUDVW�

WR�WKH�WRR�VPDOO�FDWWOH�RI�WKH�����V��

“)DVW�IRUZDUG� WKURXJK� WKH� ����V��

$QJXV� VWDUWHG� WR� UHJDLQ� SRSXODU-

LW\�� 'XULQJ� WKH� ����V� DQG� HDUO\� ��V��

$QJXV� UHJLVWUDWLRQV� ZHUH� GHFOLQLQJ�

DQG� EUHHGHUV� ZHUH� ORVLQJ� PDUNHW�

VKDUH�� WKH� ELJ� H[RWLFV� ZHUH� LQ� WKH�

VSRWOLJKW�� 7KH� WLGH� WXUQHG� LQ� WKH�

����V� DV� &HUWLˋHG� $QJXV� %HHI� DQG�

WKH� LPSDFW� RI� PDWHUQDO� TXDOLWLHV� RI�

WKH�$QJXV�FRZ�KDG�DQ�HIIHFW��$QJXV�

FRZV�ZHUH�D�VWDEOH�HQWLW\�IRU�WKH�FRP-

PHUFLDO�SURGXFHU�”

ALL ABOUT THE MOMMA COW

0F&XOO\�ZRUNHG�IRU�&HUWLˋHG�$QJXV�

%HHI� IRU� ��� \HDUV�� “&$%�JHWV� D� ORW� RI�

FUHGLW�IRU�WKH�SRSXODULW\�RI�$QJXV�FDW-

WOH��EXW� ,�DOZD\V�VD\� WKDW�&$%�ZRXOG�

QHYHU� KDYH� ZRUNHG�� KDG� LW� QRW� EHHQ�

IRU� WKH� $QJXV� FRZ� DQG� KHU� TXDOLWLHV�

�JRRG�PRWKHU��SOHQW\�RI�PLON��HWF���6KH�

ZDV�WKH�EDFNERQH�RI�WKH�ZKROH�WKLQJ��

+DG�VKH�QRW�EHHQ�D�JRRG�FRZ��QR�PDW-

WHU� KRZ�PXFK� GHPDQG� WKHUH�ZDV� IRU�

WKH�HQG�SURGXFW��ZH�FRXOG�QHYHU�KDYH�

RYHUFRPH� SURGXFWLRQ� LVVXHV� EDFN� DW�

WKH�UDQFK�”�KH�VD\V�

7KH�EUHHG�FRQWLQXHG� WR�JURZ��DQG�

E\������DQRWKHU�HQWLW\�ZDV�IRUPHG�LQ�

WKH� $VVRFLDWLRQ�� JHQRPLFV� DQG�'1$�

WHVWLQJ�� “7KH� $VVRFLDWLRQ� VWDUWHG� D�

VXEVLGLDU\�FDOOHG�$QJXV�*HQHWLFV��,QF��

WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKLV�WHVWLQJ�DQG�WKH�ODEV��

7KLV�ZDV�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�WKDW�PDQ\�RI�

WKH� XQLYHUVLWLHV� ZHUH� JHWWLQJ� RXW� RI�

WKH�JHQHWLF�HYDOXDWLRQ�EXVLQHVV��7KH�

$QJXV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�VWDUWHG�D�FRPSDQ\�

WKDW�FRXOG�GR�JHQHWLF�HYDOXDWLRQV�IRU�

WKH�$VVRFLDWLRQ�DQG�ZDV�DEOH�WR�RIIHU�

Mark McCully, CEO 
of the American 
Angus Association.

“CAB gets a lot of credit for 
the popularity of Angus 

cattle, but I always say that 
CAB would never have 

worked, had it not been 
for the Angus cow and 

her qualities. She was the 
backbone of the whole thing.”

66 I  WORKING RANCH  I  SUMMER 2023



genetic evaluations for other breeds. 
Today we do this for the Charolais, 
Maine Anjou, and some of the other 
Angus societies in other countries.”

Within the past dozen years, genom-
ically-enhanced EPDs became avail-
able, and the Angus breed was the 
leader at that forefront. “This brings 
us to where we are today. Certified 

Angus Beef has reached more than a 
billion pounds sold annually, and last 
year returned $182,000,000 in grid 
premiums directly back to produc-
ers. We have also launched a program 
called Angus Link, which is another 
value-added program to help produc-
ers using registered Angus bulls to 
document the genetic merit in their 
feeder cattle, and help convey that to 
potential buyers,” he says.

“The popularity of Angus cattle 
and black hides has resulted in 70% 
of fed cattle being black-hided. Many 
of the other breeds have added Angus 
genetics and selected for black hides, 
and polled.” This has helped in mar-
keting those breeds, since black-hided 
cattle bring more to market, and 
ranchers don’t like to dehorn calves.

“Today our database is probably our 
most valuable resource. We have 1.2 
million genotypes and over 82 mil-
lion phenotypic records in our genetic 
evaluations today, describing our 
cattle. When these cattle first came 

to America 150 years ago, we simply 
looked at them to determine whether 
it was a good bull or not, and today we 
have all this data to better describe 

genetic merit, with much more accu-
racy than ever before.” The evolution 
of this breed in America has been an 
amazing journey!

EDITOR: For more on George Grant’s 

life and contribution to the breed, check 

out this great video from the I Am 

Angus series at https://www.youtube.

com/watch?v=UJbkBqeBhq4

“When these cattle first came 
to America 150 years ago,

we simply looked at them to 
determine whether it was a good 

bull or not, and today we have 
all this data to better describe 

genetic merit, with much more 
accuracy than ever before.”

GET 25% MORE PASTURE! 
Fertilize the Microbes in Your Soil to:

      Activate soil microbes 

      Unlock tied up nutrients

      Improve pasture health and growth  

LEARN MORE: go.ralcoagriculture.com/workingranch
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LUCAS FAMILY ARCHIVE

What started as a few acres and a few head of cattle has grown 
to be the largest registered Simmental herd in the country

Lucas Cattle Company
Leading the Way

BY BURT RUTHERFORD

F
orrest Lucas learned his work ethic in a 
cattle barn. When you look at the Lucas 
Oil Stadium, home of the Indianapolis 
Colts; see Lucas Oil promotions at many 

NASCAR and Indy racetracks in America; watch 
a Professional Bull Riders event and see Lucas Oil 
signage on the chute gates; or buy various Lucas 
Oil products you might think it’s owned by just 
another rich tycoon. You would be wrong.

“Forrest and Charlotte Lucas are truly humble, 
genuine people,” says one of their associates with 
Lucas Cattle Company. Indeed, they are friendly 
and approachable at a level that surprises those 
who don’t know them… yet.

“He’s just a farm boy at heart,” Charlotte says of 

“He’s just a farm 
boy at heart,” 
Charlotte says 
of Forrest.

The operation has expanded to around 16,000 acres that 
is home to both a 1,400-head seedstock Simmental and 
SimAngus herd and a 1,000-head commercial cow-calf herd.
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Meet WS Miss Sugar C4

T
he genetic foundation for Lucas Cattle Company going forward is one of the most 

prominent and genetically superior cows in the Simmental breed. Forrest and 

Charlotte bought Miss Sugar in 2023 for what is likely a record price for a female.

With Miss Sugar at the genetic forefront of their extensive embryo transfer program, 

Lucas Cattle Company aims to produce curve-bending bulls. “We’re using her and 

some of her daughters along with other donor cows to try to accomplish the genetic 

spread with low birth weight, high growth, high marbling, high cow retention, high API 

(All-Purpose Index), and high TI (Terminal Index),” Forrest says.

For the Simmental breed, the API index identifies cattle with the genetics to produce 

strong maternal and stayability traits. The TI index identifies cattle with the ability to 

produce calves well-suited to the carcass and feedyard performance.

“She has the curve-bending type of genetics we’re looking for,” Forrest says. 

“She’s in the top 10% for 13 genomically important traits along with being in the top 1% 

for marbling, API, and TI. She is a standout in the breed and can do everything we’re 

working towards. And that’s what we’re trying to do with the entire herd.”

And the best is getting better. When you look at a seven-year-old cow (as this 

was written) her genomics usually don’t change very much, Forrest observes. The 

accuracies are pretty well set. “But she recently went up $5 on the API index and that’s 

not very common. She’s right up there at 190,” he says.

“That makes Sugar a unique outlier for our herd,” he says. “Sugar’s elite genomic 

profile along with her flawless phenotypic style makes her a valuable cornerstone for our 

breeding program going forward. So, we’re trying to propagate those kinds of genetics.”

Forrest. Long before he found himself 

up to his elbows in oil and grease, he 

ZRUNHG�VKRZLQJ�DQG�̀ WWLQJ�FDWWOH��“+H�

PLVVHG� D� IHZ� ZHHNV� RI� VFKRRO� HYHU\�

\HDU�EHFDXVH�KH�ZDV�VKRZLQJ�FDWWOH�DW�

WKH�.HQWXFN\�6WDWH�)DLU�RU�WKH�,QGLDQD�

6WDWH�)DLU�”�VKH�VD\V�

)RUUHVW�VD\V�KH�VWDUWHG�VKRZLQJ�DQG�

ˋWWLQJ�FDWWOH�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV����\HDUV�ROG��

7KDW�MRE�IHOO�WKURXJK�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV����

DQG�KH�ZHQW�WR�ZRUN�IRU�DQRWKHU�FDW-

WOHPDQ��“+LV�ZLIH��VKH�ZDV�D�UHDO�JRRG�

FRRN�”� )RUUHVW� UHPHPEHUV�� :KHQ�

\RX’UH�D�KDUG�ZRUNLQJ�WHHQDJHU��WKDW�

FRXQWV�IRU�D�ORW�

6R�� WKH\� DVNHG� )RUUHVW� WR� OLYH� ZLWK�

WKHP�DQG�PDQDJH� WKH� VKRZ�FDWWOH�� “,�

VWD\HG�WKHUH�IRU�WZR�\HDUV��XQWLO� ,�JRW�

RXW� RI� VFKRRO�� DQG� VKRZHG� FDWWOH� DOO�

VXPPHU� ORQJ�”� +H� WUDYHOHG� DV� IDU� DV�

:HVW� 9LUJLQLD�� WDNLQJ� D� VHPL�ORDG� RI�

FDWWOH�WR�VKRZV��“7KDW�ZDV�WKH�̀ UVW�WLPH�

,�GURYH�D�WUXFN�”�KH�VD\V�

%XW� OLIH� WDNHV�SHRSOH� LQ�GLUHFWLRQV�

WKH\� QHYHU� SODQQHG�� DQG� VR� LW� ZDV�

with Forrest and Charlotte. The two 

DUH� WUXO\� D� WHDP�� WKH\� KDYH� ZRUNHG�

VLGH�E\�VLGH�WKH�HQWLUH�WLPH�WKH\�KDYH�

been together.

,Q� WKHLU� HDUO\� \HDUV�� WKH\� RZQHG�

D� VPDOO� WUXFNLQJ� FRPSDQ\�� ZKLFK�

EHFDPH� WKH�JHQHVLV�RI�/XFDV�2LO��$V�

WKHLU� VXFFHVV� ZLWK� /XFDV� 2LO� VKRW�

XSZDUG�� )RUUHVW� EHJDQ� UHFDOOLQJ� KLV�

WHHQDJH�\HDUV�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�FDWWOH�

“+H� VDLG�� HYHQ� WKHQ�� WKH\� ZHUH�

EUHHGLQJ� FDWWOH� IRU� WKH� ZURQJ� SXU-

SRVHV�”� &KDUORWWH� VD\V�� “7KH\� ZHUH�

breeding them for the show ring and 

QRW�IRU�WKH�W\SH�RI�PHDW�WKDW�\RX�FRXOG�

XOWLPDWHO\� JHW� LQ� WKH� JURFHU\� VWRUH�”�

Charlotte remembers.

RETIRING WITH A FEW  

ACRES AND A FEW HEAD

“6R��ZKHQ�KH�GHFLGHG�WR�GR�WKLV��JHW�

LQWR� UDQFKLQJ��� KH� WROG�PH�� ‘:KHQ� ,�

JHW�UHDG\�WR�UHWLUH��,�ZDQW�WR�JHW�D�IHZ�

DFUHV�DQG�KDYH�D�IHZ�KHDG�RI�FDWWOH�’”

Remember, this is Forrest and 

&KDUORWWH�/XFDV�DW�WKH�VWHHULQJ�ZKHHO��

7KH\� ERXJKW� WKHLU� LQLWLDO� SLHFH� RI�

JURXQG�LQ������—�������DFUHV�LQ�ZHVW-

HUQ�0LVVRXUL��URXJKO\�KDOIZD\�EHWZHHQ�

6SULQJˋHOG� DQG� 6HGDOLD�� 6LQFH� WKHQ��

the operation has expanded to around 

������� DFUHV� WKDW� LV� KRPH� WR� ERWK� D�

������KHDG�VHHGVWRFN�6LPPHQWDO�DQG�

6LP$QJXV� KHUG� DQG� D� ������KHDG�

FRPPHUFLDO�FRZ�FDOI�KHUG�

/XFDV� &DWWOH� &RPSDQ\� LV� QRZ�

WKH� ODUJHVW� UHJLVWHUHG� 6LPPHQWDO�

VHHGVWRFN� RSHUDWLRQ� LQ� WKH� FRXQWU\��

'HSHQGLQJ�RQ�ZKDW�WKHLU�EXOO�EX\HUV�

DUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU��WKH\�RIIHU�HYHU\WKLQJ�

IURP� KDOI�EORRG� 6LP$QJXV� XS� WR�

SXUHEUHG� 6LPPHQWDO�� 8VLQJ� JHQRP-

LFDOO\�HQKDQFHG�(3'V��WKH\�IRFXV�RQ�

NHHSLQJ�ELUWK�ZHLJKWV�LQ�FKHFN��ZKLOH�

maintaining solid growth, marbling, 

and maternal traits.

$FKLHYLQJ� D� SRVLWLYH� JHQHWLF� PL[�

of those traits is tough. For exam-

SOH��NHHSLQJ�ELUWK�ZHLJKWV�DFFHSWDEOH�

\HW� DFKLHYLQJ� VWURQJ� ZHDQLQJ� DQG�

\HDUOLQJ� ZHLJKWV� DUH� DQWDJRQLVWLF�

WUDLWV��“,W’V�WKH�FXUYH�EHQGLQJ�W\SH�RI�

JHQHWLFV�ZH’UH�WU\LQJ�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�”�

DFFRUGLQJ�WR�)RUUHVW��“:H’UH�WU\LQJ�WR�

EH�D�OHDGHU�”�+LV�JRDO�LV�WR�DFKLHYH�WKH�

JHQHWLFV� WKDW� EUHHGHUV� ZLWK� VPDOOHU�

KHUGV�ZDQW�WR�DFKLHYH��\HW�GRQ’W�KDYH�

DOO�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�WR�GR�VR�

/XFDV� &DWWOH� &RPSDQ\� JHWV� WKDW�

GRQH� E\� EHLQJ� ODUJH� HQRXJK� WR� GR�

HYHU\WKLQJ� LQ�KRXVH�� “$� ORW� RI� WRS�

EUHHGHUV�ZRUN�ZLWK�PXOWLSOLHU� KHUGV�”�

)RUUHVW�VD\V��“:H�GRQ’W�KDYH�WR�GR�WKDW��

,W’V�DOO�ULJKW�KHUH�RQ�WKH�VDPH�IDUP�”

,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� VWUHVVLQJ� JHQRPL-

FDOO\�HQKDQFHG� (3'V�� WKH� RSHUDWLRQ�

UHFHQWO\� PRYHG� KHDYLO\� LQWR� HPEU\R�
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Protect The Harvest

One of the ways that Charlotte and Forrest Lucas 
are giving back is through Protect The Harvest.
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Leading 
the Way

O
ne of the ways that Charlotte and Forrest Lucas are giving back 

is through Protect The Harvest, an organization founded because 

of a Humane Society of the United States (HSUS) incursion into 

Missouri politics.

Forrest got a call from one of his cowboys asking if it was OK to hang 

some signs on the fence. As the cowboy explained what HSUS was up to, 

Forrest became alarmed. Then he went into action. On the surface, the 2010 

legislation was about puppy mills. “What they wanted to do is to stop people 

from having any kind of ownership of an animal,” Charlotte says. While 

Forrest jumped in only two weeks before the election and was significantly 

outspent by HSUS, the effort to put a plug in the legislation worked.

HSUS came back in 2011 with the same effort, but this time Forrest and 

others were ready. They killed that effort as well. Once Forrest knew what 

animal owners were up against, he decided to fight back on a national scale. 

“About two days after the election, he comes back to the house,” Charlotte 

remembers. “And he says, “By the way, honey, I started a 501 (C) 3.’”

And  in 2011, Protect The Harvest was born. According to Mike Martin, the 

group’s chief communications officer, the mission is based on a three-pronged 

approach — informing people about the true agenda of animal rights and anti-

agriculture extremists; protecting the freedoms and way of life that supports 

agriculture, land use, hunting and fishing, animal ownership and animal welfare; 

and responding to laws, regulations, and misinformation that would negatively 

impact animal welfare and animal ownership, restrict rights and limit freedoms.

“What we are doing and continue to do is better inform people who don’t know 

about (animal rights extremists), so they can make informed decisions at the 

ballot box,” Martin says. “It’s all about what we call ‘A Free and Fed America.’”

transfer. That began with the purchase of WS 
Miss Sugar C4, one of the all-time high-rank-
ing females in Simmental history.

Geneticists talk about economically 
important traits versus convenience traits. 
In Forrest’s mind, one is just as important 
as the other. “One thing about our cattle,” 
Forrest says. “They’ve got real good atti-
tudes.” Beyond disposition, they look for good 
feet and legs and good udders. “Those are the 
WKLQJV�ZH�KDYH�FRQFHQWUDWHG�RQ�VLQFH�ZH�ˋUVW�

started,” Forrest says.
From a management perspective, Lucas 

Cattle Company has its registered and com-
mercial herds split into both spring and fall 
calving seasons. “We try to get our calving 
season down to 45-60 days if we can,” Forrest 
says. “We do our embryo work along with our 
$,�SURJUDP�ˋUVW��WKHQ�WKH�EXOOV�JHW�NLFNHG�RXW�

around Thanksgiving for the fall calvers, and 
DURXQG�WKH�ˋUVW�RI�0D\�IRU�WKH�VSULQJ�FDOYHUV�

Replacement heifers are selected based on 
both visual appraisal and EPDs. They’ll keep 
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What started as a few acres and a few 
head of cattle has grown to be the largest 
registered Simmental herd in the country.

LUCAS FAMILY ARCHIVE

LUCAS FAMILY ARCHIVE

“One thing about our 
cattle,” Forrest says. 
“They’ve got real 
good attitudes.”

around 200 registered heifers and 
around 150 commercial heifers. “We 
use highly selected herd sires because 
we know, with AI, it would take an 
army to try to AI that many cows. So 
we do the embryo work, AI, then run 
the herd bulls after that,” Forrest says.

MARKETING CALVES

The commercial herd is managed 
much the same as the registered herd 
in terms of calving season and other 
aspects. When it comes to marketing, 
however, they’re in a unique part-
nership with Purina. “Purina has a 
research station, and we send a lot of 
calves up there for Purina to do test-
ing,” Forrest says. That provides them 
with carcass data, “which is good when 
you’re talking about sire evaluation.”

A good portion of the commercial 
calves go to a sale barn in nearby 
Windsor, Missouri, and then they’ll 
retain ownership on some and feed 
them out. While that provides import-
ant data, their long-standing relation-
ship with Purina has been the prov-
ing ground on sire groups, genetic 
advancement, and other aspects of 
KRQLQJ�WKHLU�SURJUDP�WR�D�ˋQH�HGJH�

PASTURE MANAGEMENT

“This is Missouri, so it’s fescue,” 
Forrest says. That’s a bittersweet 
thing because endophyte-infected 
fescue can cause lots of problems with 
fescue toxicity if it gets too mature. 

“But the good thing about fescue, it 
will grow in cold weather a lot bet-
ter than anything else in the world,” 
Forrest says. “When you need it, it’s 
there. It’s hardy, it’s tough.”

But Forrest has always been curi-
ous, always looking for ways to do 
things better. So, he contacted sev-
eral agronomists at the University 
of Missouri-Columbia to work with 
them to improve their grazing man-
agement by improving the forage. 
Long-term, the results of that col-
laboration could help other beef 
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Forrest and 
Charlotte Lucas.

Leading 
the Way

producers improve their fescue as 
well. Beyond just the research results, 
Lucas Cattle Company will eventu-
DOO\�KRVW�ˋHOG�GD\V�DQG�WRXUV�WR�VKRZ�

others how the research works under 
production conditions.

The ranch isn’t all fescue pastures, 
however. There are plenty of acres 
with other cool-season grasses along 
with legumes in the mix, which pro-
duces hay and haylage, as well as 
late-season grazing. “A lot of ground 
that’s just really good for cattle to 
roam around on,” as Forrest puts it. 

“A lot of hills and a lot of creeks.”
However, of all the quality cattle 

that call Lucas Cattle Company home, 
it’s their small Longhorn herd that 
impresses many the most. According 
to Forrest, unless visitors come to 
WKH� UDQFK� VSHFLˋFDOO\� WR� ORRN� DW� WKH�

registered cattle, it’s the Longhorns 
that take the spotlight. “Beautiful, 
beautiful, beautiful, our Longhorns,” 
he says. “They (non-cattle visitors) 
don’t pay attention to the black cows. 
Everybody will stop and take pictures 
of those Longhorns.”

Among the many things that are 
part of the Lucas business holdings 
is a golf course. Yet neither Forrest 
nor Charlotte plays golf. The ranch, 
Charlotte says, is their version of golf. 
It’s where they go to relax and recharge.

And it’s not just some of the best 
cattle in the country grazing lush, 
green pastures. It’s the entire ranch 
with its abundant wildlife. Beyond 

the white-tailed deer and wild tur-
keys, Charlotte particularly enjoys 
watching the eagles. “We have a lit-
tle bit of every kind of animal on the 
ranch,” she says, “and it’s fun to just 
drive around and see.”

“Purina has a research station, and 
we send a lot of calves up there for 
Purina to do testing,” Forrest says. 
That provides them with carcass 
data, “which is good when you’re 
talking about sire evaluation.”
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July 26
Summer Performance Horse

Online Auction
Listing Cutoff July 12

EquineMarket.com



Working Ranch magazine  

is pleased to recognize

Jayne Williams

from Missouri.

Thanks for sharing this great photo.  

We’d like to treat you to a nice pair  

of boots courtesy of the good folks  

at Stetson Apparel & Boots.

Congratulations, Jayne, and keep shooting.

WORKING RANCH
PHOTOGRAPHY AWARD
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for commercial 

producers of 

Charolais-

influenced cattle

BY SHARLA ISHMAEL
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Charolais breeders are working to ensure Charolais-in-
fluenced cattle like these, which are proven to be highly 
efficient in the feedyard as well as profitable on the rail, 
get the premiums their performance deserves.

CARCASS VALUE NEEDS TO BE 

REFLECTED IN LIVE MARKET

 “Numerous closeout sheets from 
&KDURODLV�LQˌXHQFHG�FDWWOH�KDUYHVWHG�

at Tyson plants in the past two years 
GRFXPHQW� WKHVH� FDWWOH� SURGXFH� FDU-
casses that compete extremely well 
RQ�WKH�UDLO�”�VD\V�$,&$�([HFXWLYH�9LFH�

3UHVLGHQW�&OLQW�5XVN��“,W�LV�LPSHUDWLYH�

WKDW�WKLV�FDUFDVV�YDOXH�EH�UHˌHFWHG�LQ�

WKH�OLYH�PDUNHW�”

&KDURODLV�EUHHGHUV�DUH�QRW�DORQH�LQ�

WKHLU�TXHVW�WR�ˋ[�WKH�SUREOHP�

“2XU� WDVN� IRUFH� LV� DOUHDG\� ZRUNLQJ�

ZLWK� DQRWKHU� WDVN� IRUFH� OHG� E\� 7RP�

%ULQN�� FKLHI� H[HFXWLYH� RIˋFHU� RI� WKH�

5HG� $QJXV� $VVRFLDWLRQ� RI� $PHULFD��

WR�H[SORUH�D�FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�ZD\�IHHGHU�

FDWWOH� DUH�PDUNHWHG�”� 5XVN� H[SODLQV��

“2XU� &KDURODLV� EUHHGHUV� DJUHH� ZLWK�

WKRVH� ZKR� VD\� IHHGHU� FDWWOH� VKRXOG�

EH� PDUNHWHG� RQ� WKHLU� JHQHWLF� PHULW�

UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�FRORU�RI�WKHLU�KLGH�”

/DVW�\HDU��%ULQN�UHOHDVHG�DQ�LPSRUW-
ant white paper with results of a sur-
YH\� RI� IHHGORW�PDQDJHUV� WKDW� VKRZV�

WKH\�DOVR�VHH�D�JUHDW�QHHG�IRU�FKDQJH�

LQ� WKH� IHHGHU� FDWWOH� PDUNHW�� :KHQ�

DVNHG�LI�EODFN�KLGHG�IHHGHU�FDWWOH�DUH�

VXSHULRU�WR�QRQ�EODFN�FDWWOH�RI�HTXDO�

ZHLJKW�� VH[� DQG� KHDOWK� KLVWRU\�� ����

GLVDJUHHG�ZLWK�WKDW�VWDWHPHQW�

,Q� IDFW�� ���� RI� WKH� VXUYH\� SDUWLFL-
SDQWV�DJUHHG�RU� VWURQJO\�DJUHHG�ZLWK�

WKLV�VWDWHPHQW��“)RU�WKH�EHHI�LQGXVWU\�

WR�FRQWLQXH�LPSURYLQJ�LWV�RYHUDOO�FDWWOH�

TXDOLW\�DQG�YDOXH��KLGH�FRORU�VKRXOG�EH�

UHSODFHG� ZLWK�PRUH� REMHFWLYH� JHQHWLF�

FULWHULD�DV�D�NH\�SULFH�GHWHUPLQLQJ�IDF-
WRU�V��LQ�WKH�8�6��IHHGHU�FDWWOH�PDUNHW�”

:KDW� ZLOO� LW� WDNH� WR� PDNH� WKRVH�

FKDQJHV� VR� VPRN\� RU� FUHDP�FRORUHG�

FDOYHV� FDQ� JHW� SUHPLXPV� IRU� WKHLU�

SHUIRUPDQFH"� )RU� WKH� &KDURODLV� WDVN�

IRUFH��DOO�RSWLRQV�DUH�RQ�WKH�WDEOH��IURP�

IHHGHU� FDWWOH� PDUNHWLQJ� SURJUDPV��

EHWWHU�XWLOL]DWLRQ�RI�H[LVWLQJ�JULGV�IRU�

&KDURODLV�LQˌXHQFHG�FDWWOH��GDWD�JDWK-
HULQJ�IURP�SULYDWH�VRXUFHV�WR�VROLGLI\�

how these cattle excel in terms of 
IHHG�HIˋFLHQF\��DYHUDJH�GDLO\�JDLQ�DQG�

RYHUDOO�SHUIRUPDQFH�DW�WKH�IHHGORW�DQG�

SDFNHU�LQ�WHUPV�RI�ERWK�UHG�PHDW�\LHOG�

DQG�TXDOLW\�JUDGH�RQ�WKH�UDLO�

7KH\� DUH� ZRUNLQJ� RQ� JHWWLQJ�

&KDURODLV�LQˌXHQFHG� FDWWOH� LQWR� WKH�

ODWHVW�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�UHVHDUFK�SURMHFWV�

WR� VWXG\� WKHLU� HIˋFLHQF\� DGYDQWDJHV�

UHODWLYH� WR� RWKHU� EUHHGV�� ,I� FDUERQ�

here aren’t too many scenes 
WKDW’OO�PDNH� D� FRPPHUFLDO�

FDWWOH�SURGXFHU�–�DQG�WKHLU�

EDQNHU� –� SURXGHU� WKDQ�

ORRNLQJ�DW�D�JURZWK\��VWRXW��

VPRN\�FDOI�VWDQGLQJ�DOPRVW�

DV� WDOO� DV� KLV� EODFN� RU� EDOGLH� PDPD��

7KH�SLFWXUH�FDQ�FKDQJH�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�

WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�UDQFK�–�KH�PLJKW�

EH�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�VDPH�VFDOH�EXVWLQJ�

FDOI�QH[W�WR�D�JRRG�WLJHU�VWULSHG�PDPD�

GRZQ�VRXWK�

(LWKHU� ZD\�� SURGXFHUV� KDYH� ORQJ�

NQRZQ�WKDW�FDSLWDOL]LQJ�RQ�WKH�PDJLF�

RI�KHWHURVLV�FRPSRXQGHG�ZLWK�WKH�XVH�

RI�D�WHUPLQDO�EUHHG�VLUH�LV�D�SURˋWDEOH�

ZD\�WR�PD[�RXW�WKH�VFDOHV�DW�ZHDQLQJ��

DV� \HDUOLQJV� RU� IDW� FDWWOH�� :LWK� WKH�

QDWLRQ’V�-DQ����EHHI�FRZ�LQYHQWRU\�KLW-
WLQJ� RQH� RI� WKH� ORZHVW� QXPEHUV� VHHQ�

LQ� UHFHQW� KLVWRU\� GXH� WR� ZLGHVSUHDG�

GURXJKW�� LW� LV� PRUH� LPSRUWDQW� WKDQ�

HYHU� IRU� WKH� FRPPHUFLDO� UDQFKHU� WR�

WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�D�EXOOLVK�PDUNHW�SUH-
GLFWHG�IRU�FDOYHV�DQG�IHHGHUV�RYHU�WKH�

QH[W�IHZ�\HDUV�

:LWK�D�PXFK�VPDOOHU�KHUG�DQG�WKH�

QHHG�WR�JR�VORZ�ZLWK�UHVWRFNLQJ�DV�WKH�

ODQG� UHFRYHUV� IURP� GURXJKW� –� KRSH-
IXOO\�EHIRUH�WKH�QH[W�RQH�KLWV�–�HYHU\�

SRXQG� ZLOO� FRXQW�� 8QIRUWXQDWHO\��

WKH�PDUNHW� LV� VHW�XS� WRGD\�EDVHG�RQ�

SUHPLXPV�IRU�EODFN�KLGHG�FDWWOH�DQG�

JLYHQ�WKDW�WKH�FDWWOH�F\FOH�KDV�EHHQ�LQ�

WKH�KHDY\�VXSSO\�VWDJH��ZKHUH�HYHU\�

VHJPHQW�DIWHU�WKH�UDQFK�KDV�HQMR\HG�

WKH�DELOLW\�WR�EH�FKRRVH\��LW�KDV�PHDQW�

JRRG�FDWWOH�RI�DOO�FRORUV�GRQ’W�DOZD\V�

JHW�VROG�IRU�WKH�YDOXH�WKH\�EULQJ�WR�WKH�

LQGXVWU\�DW�HYHU\�VWDJH�

,W’V�D�SUREOHP�&KDURODLV� VHHGVWRFN�

SURGXFHUV� DUH� QRW� ZLOOLQJ� WR� GHDO�

ZLWK�DQ\�ORQJHU��6R�PXFK�VR�WKDW�WKH�

American-International Charolais 
$VVRFLDWLRQ� KDV� FUHDWHG� D� WDVN� IRUFH�

RI� SURJUHVVLYH� EUHHGHUV� DQG� RXWVLGH�

FRQVXOWDQWV�WR�H[SORUH�HYHU\�SRVVLEOH�

RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�PDNH�VXUH�WKHLU�FRP-
PHUFLDO�EXOO�EX\HUV�JHW�DGGLWLRQDO�RU�

QHZ�PDUNHW�DFFHVV�IRU�WKHLU�FDOYHV�

T
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Gold
White

capture and greenhouse emissions 
play a role in the future of beef, breed-
ers on the task force believe the breed’s 
QDWXUDO� HIˋFLHQF\� DQG� SHUIRUPDQFH�

will be a competitive advantage in 
that arena.

The task force has met with major 
packing company executives to 
GHWHUPLQH�KRZ�&KDURODLV�LQˌXHQFHG�

cattle are perceived on their end and 
what the association can do to help 
increase demand for the cattle at the 
retail level. They’ve also initiated 
discussions on private branding with 
meat marketing experts.

Basically, these breeders are reach-
ing out to every segment of the 
industry to lay groundwork leading 
to a premium structure for Charolais-
LQˌXHQFHG� FDWWOH� DW� WKH� FRPPHUFLDO�

OHYHO�� &KDURODLV�LQˌXHQFHG� FDWWOH�

are already well-liked in the indus-
try. Ranchers appreciate the cattle 
for their performance, feeders love 
WKHP�IRU�WKHLU�HIˋFLHQF\�DQG�SDFNHUV�

value their cutability, ability to grade 
Choice or better, as well as putting 
more product in the box. The task for 
WKHVH�VHHGVWRFN�IRONV�LV�WR�ˋQG�ZD\V�

to capture the real-world value of 
&KDURODLV�LQˌXHQFHG�FDOYHV�

PACKERS “GET IT”

Marcine Moldenhauer is one of the 
industry experts AICA has tapped to 
advise the task force. She has expe-
rience both as a breeder of Charolais, 
Red Angus and Maine-Anjou, 25 
years in cattle procurement as a cat-
tle buyer, strategic supply manager 
and leading the premium sales and 
marketing team for a major packer. 
For the last 15 years as owner of Meat 
Link Management, LLC, her livestock 
DQG� PHDW� EXVLQHVV� FRQVXOWLQJ� ˋUP��

she has worked with multiple compa-
nies in multiple countries, breed asso-
ciations, chefs and specialty fed cat-
tle beef programs on the challenges 
and how to approach creating and 

supplying a branded beef program.
 “Packers know the value of 

Charolais-cross cattle, they do cut-
ting tests, they track performance, 
they know,” she explains. “They 
know Charolais-cross are going to 
yield from live to carcass and from 
carcass to the box; the packers know 
these cattle have very favorable qual-
ity grades with low yield grades. They 
know these cattle are a good value. 
However, because over the last 10 
years or so there have been plant clos-
ings and increased supply, the pack-
ers have simply not had to pay more 
for these types of cattle.”

For years, USDA has only recog-
nized “Angus” as 51% black hided, 
those cattle that are percentage 
Angus (red or black), have not been 
accepted into “Angus” brands, such 
as black-nosed Charolais or the 
blonde-hided cattle. Moldenhauer 
believes in order to compete with 
that, it’s necessary to cultivate either 
a foodservice, retail or a small restau-
rant partner – better yet one of each 

– that understands the value and sees 

an opportunity for them.
“This is why Cargill, for one, created 

their Sterling Silver brand over 25 
years ago,” she adds. “The other chal-
lenge is to create multi-tiered brands 
where Charolais-cross cattle that are 
USDA Select or higher all have a home 
in a branded beef program. You want 
multiple programs for the Charolais-
LQˌXHQFHG�FDWWOH�WR�JR�LQWR��7KH�UHDO-
LW\� LV� WKH�SDFNHU� LV�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�ˋQG�

your customer for you, that will be 
the breed’s job.”

BREEDERS UP FOR  

THE CHALLENGE

One of the breeders on the task 
force is Brett DeBruycker of Montana, 
who says the Charolais association is 
up for the challenge.

“We’re being very aggressive in 
ˌHVKLQJ�RXW� WKH�GLIIHUHQW�RSSRUWXQL-
ties,” he says. “I think the association 
is refocusing on what is most import-
ant to our business, and that is the 
commercial cattle producer. I’ll admit 
we fell behind in promoting what our 
breed can do.
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“For instance, I have documenta-
tion that pink-nosed, straightbred 
Charolais cattle qualified for the fol-
lowing premiums in the summer of 

2022. Steers received $80/head and 
heifers received $85/head on the 

U.S. Premium Beef grid. These cattle 

added value to the industry by grading 
and yielding well on the rail,” he adds.

“You’ve got to hand it to Angus, 
they were out helping packers sell 
meat, spending money as an asso-
ciation talking to retailers while we, 
as a breed, were focusing on breed 

improvement and adding value to our 
customers and the industry through 
increased performance, efficiency 

and carcass quality,” DeBruycker 
adds. “Hindsight being 2020, we 
should have been helping packers sell 
Charolais beef. One of the things I 

have learned on this task force is how 

vitally important it is for our breed to 

talk to consumers.”
A few years ago, he took a phone 

call from a gentleman from France 

who recently moved to Washington 
state. The man was very excited to 

have found DeBruycker Charolais 

online because he had been looking for 

Charolais beef since moving to the U.S. 

The man told him in France, Charolais 

is considered a delicacy and everybody 
there wants to eat it. DeBruycker says 
more U.S. consumers would share 
that fondness for beef from the white 

breed if they got a chance to taste it 

and know where it came from.

Mark Nelson is also advising the 
Charolais task force, and he too has 

seen the other side of the business hav-
ing ran the Angus America program 
for Cargill for seven years. He says 

part of what the breed needs to keep 

its eyes on is being ready for the future, 

when the cattle cycle turns again and 
cattle numbers are on the rise.

“I think in the next five years, ranch-
ers will benefit from high prices due 

to short supplies,” he says. “But we all 

know those high prices won’t last. So, 
the breed needs to have something up 
and running on all cylinders by then 
so folks with Charolais-cross calves 

will be able to use them when they 
really need them. There is so much 

potential with this breed. Charolais is 
the kingpin of what they do. The cat-
tle have really been begging for their 

breeders to do something like this 
because the cattle merit it.”

So, from a commercial perspec-
tive what does this mean for their 

Charolais-influenced calves being 

born now? It means those white bulls 
in the pasture will bring home gold 
for you now by putting extra pounds 

on the scale when every pound is 
likely to be worth much more than it 
has been when cattle numbers were 
high. And, if the Charolais task force 

does the job it hopes to accomplish, 
you’ll have not just more pounds to 
sell in the future but also more premi-
ums and demand for those high-per-
forming calves. Stay tuned.

[LEFT]  Packers value Charolais-influ-
enced cattle for their cutability and abili-
ty to grade Choice or better while putting 
more beef in the box. The AICA task force 
is working with every segment of the 
industry to lay the groundwork for a pre-
mium structure for these cattle based on 
genetic merit rather than hide color.

The First Hydraulic  
Corral and still  
the Largest!

Rawhide Processor

• Pull on highway  
at speed limit.

• Fits through any gate 
your pickup will.

• Stable on uneven 
terrain.

• Permanent sheeted 
adjustable alley.

• Transport wheels 
are permanent,  
no sliding off 
the axles and 
rolling out of 
the way.

• Frame gates 
for sorting. 

• Wheels on each panel and electric over 
hydraulic jack eliminates lifting— saves time.

Rawhide Portable Corral
900 NORTH WASHINGTON ST., ABILENE, KS 67410

785.263.3436
www.rawhideportablecorral.com

3 Sizes 
Available!by John McDonald
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Catalog
A list of products found in the pages of WR that will help to 
ensure the success of your working ranch horse program

PRODUCT  FUNCTION PRODUCT  NAME COMPANY MORE  INFO PRODUCT  FORM

Supplements / Feed

Omega 3-fatty acid supplement HorsLic® Omega Elite New Generation Feeds
breeding stallions, lactating mares, 

performance horses
low moisture tubs, bucket

vitamin, mineral supplement Zinpro Minerals Zinpro
effective trace mineral form for 

equine health & well-being
feeds & supplements with 

amino acid complexes 

vitamin, mineral supplement MLS #4 Equi Lix
Midcontinent 

Livestock Supplements
protein and mineral supplement low moisture molasses tub

vitamin, mineral supplement MLS #16 Equine Mineral
Midcontinent 

Livestock Supplements
highly fortified mineral supplement low moisture molasses tub

nutrition feed MLS #19 Equine Mineral
Midcontinent 

Livestock Supplements
highly fortified mineral and         

protein supplement
low moisture molasses tub

vitamin, mineral supplement TUTTLE’S Liquid 747 Y-Tex Corporation
natural apple-flavored, 

molasses-based, energy
liquid top dressing

vitamin, mineral supplement GROSTRONG® ADM Alliance Nutrition® for all classes of horses
granular, block, 

Quad Block, pellet, tub

nutrition feed SENIORGLO® ADM Alliance Nutrition®
senior horses, broodmares, 
working horses 4 and older

large,soft, easy 
to chew pellets

nutrition feed PRIMEGLO™ ADM Alliance Nutrition® mature horses pellet

gastric health ULCERGARD® Boehringer Ingelheim
delivers targeted medication to 

prevent gastric ulcers
paste

nutrition feed HEALTHY GLO™ ADM Alliance Nutrition® high-energy fat supplement
meal or nugget  

(mini-pellet)

Plasma-Based Supplement LIFELINE® + Equine Stride Animal Health
serum-based proteins support 
lungs, gut, joints, immunity...

pellet

 trace mineral feed/ 
supplement ingredient

 KemTRACE® Chromium  Kemin Equine http://kemin.com/chromiumeq dry ingredient

Vaccines

anti-endotoxin vaccine ENDOVAC-Equi® Endovac Animal Health
intragluteal administration 

recommended 
intramuscular injection

vaccine for EEE, WEE, WNV,        
Tetanus, EHV-1 & 4, EIV

VETERA® GOLD XP Boehringer Ingelheim
for healthy equines over 4 mos, 

including pregnant mares
1 ml IM injection, booster in 

3-4 weeks

Gastrointestinal

intestinal health supplement Bio-Sponge®
PLATINUM 

PERFORMANCE
gastrointestinal support 

feed additive
powder or oral tube paste

enzyme, probiotic feed additive C-Tech® Health Factors Cuprem
joint health, improved digestion 

of starch & plant matter

dewormer EQUIMAX® Bimeda
broad spectrum larval and adult 

parasite control safe for all horses
oral paste

probiotic feed/supplement 
ingredient

CLOSTAT® Kemin Equine http://kemin.com/clostateq dry ingredient

gut health feed/ 
supplement ingredient

ButiPEARL® Z EQ Kemin Equine http://kemin.com/bpzeq encapsulated ingredient

Treatment

NSAID, analgesic, antipyretic Flunazine Paste Bimeda
requires veterinarian  

prescription
oral tube paste

NSAID Equioxx® (firocoxib) Tablet Boehringer Ingelheim
controls pain/inflamation brought 

on by osteoarthritis
oral tablet

More

Colostrum supplement Premier Select Equine La Belle Associates, Inc.
colostral support at birth or as a 

nutritional boost for mature horses
 natural colostrum powder

fly trap
BITE FREE™ 
Stable Fly Trap

Central Life 
Sciences - Starbar

insecticide-free sticky trap

vitamin, mineral supplement American Stockman® Equine 
Micro 100®

Compass Minerals americanstockman.com/equine100 apple-flavored brick

NOTE: Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information published in this handy chart. However, it remains the responsibility of the reader to study and understand the 

product information contained on the actual product label or package insert, and/or consult their veterinarian for clarification.
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Burnett Ranches
6666 Ranch

855-674-6773
www.6666ranch.com

Heritage Livestock
2022 Catalog Horse Sales

Missouri / Kansas
417-316-0023

www.heritagelivestock.com

Huskerland Horse Sale
Burwell Livestock Market

Burwell, Nebraska
308-383-0039

willvernyceweber@gmail.com

Legacy Ranch
Prescott, AZ.

520-360-9524
www.ranchhorsesale.com

Memory Ranches
Wells, Nevada
208-412-6156

www.memoryranches.com

Raymond Sutton Ranch
Gettysburg, South Dakota

605-264-5452
www.raymondsutton.net
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 Selling 80 Head

Sired By 13 Of  The Ranch’s Stallions

GEORGA and HEATHER SUTTON, DVM

Gettysburg, South Dakota

rsuttonhorses@hotmail.com — www.raymondsutton.net

605-264-5452 or 605-769-0925

2021 RANCHING HERITAGE BREEDER TOP PRODUCTION SALE

Ranching Heritage Breeder – 2x AQHA Legacy Breeder – American Quarter Horse Hall Of  Fame

Hosted 

Online by

72
nd PRODUCTION SALE | SEPTEMBER 17, 2023

—   Oldest Quarter Horse Production Sale In The World   —



SUMMER 2023 I  WORKING RANCH  I 83



84 I  WORKING RANCH  I  SUMMER 2023

H E R I T A G E  L I V E S T O C K ' S
2 0 2 3  S A L E  S C H E D U L E  

June 16 & 17 Select Summer Sale | Mt. Vernon, MO

August 11 & 12 Summer Catalog Sale | Parsons, KS

September 22 & 23 Flint Hills' Finest | El Dorado, KS

November 17 & 18 Fall Catalog Sale | Parsons, KS

"The Horseman's Horse Sale"
Find consignment deadlines and view catalog horses on
our website or Facebook. Please call us with questions.

Online bidding available at every sale through DVAuction. 

www.heritagelivestock.com

facebook.com/Heritagelivestock

Dennis Raucher (417) 316-0023

hlhorseauctions@gmail.com

Your Ranch,
Your Magazine
SNAP FACTOR  THAT’S MR. GUN SMOKE TO YOU  WEIGHING YOUR OPTIONS

CONTROL 

YOUR COST 
OF GAIN

MAXIMIZING STOCKER 

FORAGE FOR MAXIMUM 

DIGESTIBILITY 

BUILD IT AND 

THEY WILL 
COME

MORE REGIONAL PACKING 

PLANTS SPELLS GOOD NEWS 

FOR CATTLE COUNTRY

“MEET YA AT 

THE BARN”
WHO WOULDN’T WANT TO 

SHOW OFF THESE PREFAB 

AND MODULAR BEAUTIES?

ATVs
IN CLASS
BEST

PRACTICAL 
PINKEYE 

PLAYBOOK

FOR HOW WE 

USE ’EM

WILD TIMES IN 1883 STUDENTS & HORSES TRACTOR FACTOR STRONGER IMMUNITY

TAKING 
THE LEAP
WHY MORE RANCHERS ARE 
SELLING THEIR OWN BEEF

CREATE 
YOUR OWN 
HERD 
HEALTH 
CALENDAR

JH CATTLE COMPANY
A FAMILY LEGACY ON THE 

OKLAHOMA PLAINS

GREAT IDEAS TO IMPROVE 
CALVING EASE

VACCINATE FOR SCOURS? 
WHY PREVENTION CAN BE MORE

 IMPORTANT THAN DIAGNOSIS 

A gift subscription
is always nice,

$24/year  

Call 

818-286-3166
or go to our website

www.workingranchmag.com





BY TERRI ISENHOUR PHOTOGRAPHY
PHOTO ESSAY

Passing On
the Knowledge

River Cherry is overseeing a youth student, Katie Saul, laying 
down one of the smaller calves to be tagged and vaccinated.

One of our favorite times of the year is fall cattle work and 
artificial insemination season. In this photo, you can see 
the cattle being gathered and sorting off calves before 
working them through. The primary protocol we use with 
this outfit is a 7-day estrous synchronization program.
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B

(ABOVE) On the first day the cow receives an insert and an injection. In 
this photo, we have one of our student helpers loading the applicator 
and preparing the injections.  (ABOVE RIGHT) In this photo we have 
Shiloh Bates, co-owner of Broken Arrow Livestock Solutions, LLC enter-
ing the chute/ palpation cage to apply the cattle insert and administer 
the injection. After 7 days the cattle insert will be removed, a heat 
detector patch applied at the tail head, and another injection will be 
administered.  (RIGHT) Jamie Bates, Veteran co-owner of Broken Arrow 
Livestock Solutions, LLC, is selecting the correct semen in the cryogenic 
tank for the next cow in the alley. Once she selects the appropriate straw 
she will carefully thaw, load the applicator, and breed the intended cow.

This veteran 
co-owned outfit fills 
a community void

roken Arrow Livestock Solutions LLC is a 

family and veteran co-owned and operated 

livestock management service in Central 

Virginia. We offer a wide variety of services 

LQFOXGLQJ�DUWLˋFLDO�LQVHPLQDWLRQ��FRZ�FDWFKLQJ��KDXOLQJ��

KHUG�PDQDJHPHQW��GDUWLQJ��SRUWDEOH�FDWWOH�HTXLSPHQW�

UHQWDO��FRQVXOWLQJ��DQG�D�IHZ�HGXFDWLRQDO�SURJUDPV��:H�

DUH�IUHTXHQWO\�KLUHG�E\�ORFDO�YHWHULQDULDQV��ODZ�HQIRUFH-

PHQW�DJHQFLHV��IDUPHUV��DQG�SURSHUW\�RZQHUV�

$� SULPDU\� IRFXV� LV� WHDFKLQJ� ORZ�VWUHVV� KDQGOLQJ�

WHFKQLTXHV��SURSHUO\�UHDGLQJ��DQG�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�

ˌRZ�RI�FDWWOH��2XU�HGXFDWLRQDO�SURJUDPV�DQG�FOLQLFV�

DUH� RIIHUHG� WR� \RXWK�� KREE\�� DQG� VPDOO� DQG� ODUJH�

VFDOH�SURGXFHUV��2XU�PLVVLRQ�LV�WR�ˋOO�D�YRLG� LQ�RXU�

FRPPXQLW\� ZLWK� NQRZOHGJHDEOH�� H[SHULHQFHG�� DQG�

UHOLDEOH�OLYHVWRFN�PDQDJHPHQW�VHUYLFHV�

:H’UH�SURXG�RI�EHLQJ�D�YDOXDEOH� UHVRXUFH� WR�KHOS�

LQFUHDVH�SURGXFWLYLW\�DQG�SURˋWDELOLW\�DV�KXPDQHO\�

DQG�VDIHO\�DV�SRVVLEOH��3HUKDSV�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW��ZLWK�

���EHLQJ�WKH�DYHUDJH�DJH�RI�EHHI�SURGXFHUV��SDVVLQJ�

RQ�UDQFKLQJ�NQRZOHGJH�WR�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV�
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In addition to tagging and vaccinating 
we are castrating a bull calf in this shot.

Passing On the Knowledge

Adelene Cherry is an 
active-duty Marine that 
works for Broken Arrow 
Livestock Solutions in 
her free time. She is heel-
ing some calves to be 
tagged and vaccinated.

TERRI ISENHOUR PHOTOGRAPHY

TERRI ISENHOUR PHOTOGRAPHY
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Dr. Melinda McCall, DVM of Louisa Vet Service is using 
a portable ultrasound machine to pregnancy check 
each cow to ensure a viable pregnancy. Two of our 
students, Colton and Victoria, are taking advantage of 
the opportunity to learn about the process as well.

Our Broken Arrow Livestock Solutions, LLC family and team. Front from Left to 
right – River Cherry (top hand), Adelene Cherry (Active Duty US Marine), Jamie 
Bates (US Army Veteran Co-owner), Shiloh Bates (Co-owner), Shaylea Bates. 
Back Row Left to right – Colton Bates and Victoria Lamb

TERRI ISENHOUR PHOTOGRAPHY
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One of the first 
manufacturers 

of above ground 
motor truck 
scales and 

livestock scales.

SSI also designs and builds 

custom units to meet specific 

application needs.

Sooner Scale, Inc.

P.O. Box 82386

Oklahoma City, OK  73148

Phone: 800-759-3444

soonerscale.com
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BY JAIME PULLMAN

Now there’s a 

web-based tool to 

help in your long and 

short-term custom 

selection indexeshe beef industry has been 
using economic indexes for 
multiple-trait selection for 
decades. Weighting EPDs with 
economic value yields a num-

ber that producers can use to estimate 
the dollar value of an animal — and 
LPSURYH�QHW�SURˋW�

While these numbers are valuable, 
they don’t represent the all variables 
in play or the multi-generational 
impact of bull selection. This is even 
more true for operations that retain 
replacement females.

That’s one reason researchers from 
several universities and USMARC sci-
entists created iGENDEC, the web-
based decision-making software that 
allows producers to create a more tar-
geted version of indexes for their unique 
operational situations and goals.

“It’s not the belief that current 
indexes aren’t valuable, rather, those 
commercial producers that do have 

more knowledge about their unique 
situations, we may be able to help 
WKHP�UHˋQH�WKHLU�GHFLVLRQV�”�'U��0DWW�

Spangler, University of Nebraska-
Lincoln Beef Genetics Specialist and 
leader of the research and extension 
team that put iGENDEC together said 
during a demonstration of the software.

In October 2022, the Beef 
Improvement Federation announced 
the release of iGENDEC, which is the 
LQGXVWU\’V� ˋUVW� ZHE�EDVHG� VRIWZDUH�

for building custom selection indexes.
The index-based selection was 
ˋUVW�VXJJHVWHG�LQ�D������SDSHU�E\�/1�

Hazel. The index processes link the 
importance of each trait relative to 
the breeding goal while considering 
genetic correlations. The economic 
EPD is the result. However, the values 
are generalized and built on particu-
lar production assumptions.

“Economic indexes published by 
breed associations are very useful 

tools but they are generalizations, 
useful but not completely descriptive 
of the unique situation of each pro-
ducer. They don’t take into account 
variations in the breed of cows, cow 
age distribution, cost of feed, average 
sale price of calves, and average calf 
performance that can vary between 
producers. The iGENDEC web-based 
tool uses input from the user (pro-
ducer) to help parameterize the forma-
WLRQ�RI�D�XVHU�VSHFLˋF�HFRQRPLF�LQGH[�

that weights relevant EPD by their eco-
QRPLF�LPSRUWDQFH�”�VD\V�'U��6SDQJOHU�

BUILT FROM SCIENCE

Funded by a grant from the USDA, 
the iGENDEC software was built using 
JHQHWLF�SDUDPHWHUV�IURP�VFLHQWLˋF�OLW-
erature, USMARC breed means, and 

Decision 
Precision
Decision
Precision
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heterosis information from USMARC 

and literature.

A unique feature of the software 

is the inclusion of consideration for 

discounted gene flow, discounted 

expression, and planning horizon. 

Discounted gene flow considers the 

impact of your bull selection decisions 

on his offspring as well as his grand off-

spring, and how with each generation 

that impact is halved. Discounted 

expression is the idea that in first-gen-

eration improvements of some traits, 

such as weights, are visible right away 

while others, such as stayability, take 

BEEF 
UP.
Beef up with BOVAMINE DEFEND® Plus. An innovative combination of four proven strains of good bacteria, 
BOVAMINE DEFEND Plus supports cattle gut health and immunity, allowing cattle to be more productive. 
Research also shows improvements in feed efficiency, cattle performance, dressing percentage and hot 
carcass weight — all helping to beef up your profit potential, too. It’s the power of good bacteria at work.  

Scan the QR code to learn more.

YOUR CATTLE. 

YOUR OPERATION. 

YOUR BOTTOM LINE.
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years to become obvious. Finally, the 
planning horizon is the amount of time 
for the decision impact you want to 
consider. A short horizon would make 
sense for a fully terminal situation 
with no retained replacement, while 
a horizon of multiple decades would 
be appropriate for producers retaining 
replacement females.

Also accommodating breeding objec-
tives, operation details like herd size, 
and expected heterosis make the results 
of the iGENDEC index more personal to 
HDFK�XVHU��7KH�UHVXOWLQJ�SURˋW�LV�HVVHQ-
WLDOO\�D�YDOXH�RI�SURˋW�SHU�H[SRVXUH�

“The output is the economic value 
for each trait in the index,” says 
Spangler. The user “can then apply 
the index to a group of bulls with 
available EPD that have been sup-
plied by a seedstock producer or breed 
association and download the list of 
bulls, their EPD, and the customized 
index and sort it to their liking.”
7KH� VRIWZDUH� DOVR� SURGXFHV� SURˋW�

differentials, making sale decisions 
more straightforward.

“That way a producer can go to a sale 
with a list of bulls that they’re inter-
ested in, knowing those bulls offer 
PRUH� SURˋW� SRWHQWLDO�� DQG� E\� KRZ�

much,” says Spangler. “They can also 
decide if the difference in sale price 
between bulls is equal to, more, or less 
WKDQ�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�LQ�WKH�SURˋW�SRWHQ-
tial between the bulls.”

With all the details producers need 
to juggle, that can be a helpful deci-
sion-making aid.

When using iGENDEC and other 
indexes in general, however, it’s 
important to remember the breeding 
goal and production scenario have to 
match for each particular index so that 
the results will be useful and applicable.

AVOID THE BIG MISTAKE

“When making selections within 
or across herds, EPDs and Selection 
Indexes should be the focus for 
genetic improvement as they correct 
the phenotypes for known environ-
mental effects and differences in the 

environment through contemporary 
grouping,” explains Dr. Bob Weaber, 
extension specialist from Kansas 
State University, Executive Director 
of the Beef Improvement Federation, 
and another on the iGENDEC devel-
opment team.

 Producers should carefully select 
which single index to utilize in their 
operation. Misalignment of the selec-
tion index (determined by a market 
endpoint) against your operation is a 
costly mistake. For example, if you’re 
using a terminal index for bull selec-
tion that heavily weighs carcass merit 
and growth and has no maternal trait 
weightings when your operation sells 
calves at weaning and keeps replace-
ment heifers would be a big mistake. 
Make sure the index is aligned with your 
breeding and marketing objectives,”

And while indexes can aid bull 
VHOHFWLRQ��WKH\�DUH�D�SURˋW�WRRO�UDWKHU�

than one for breed improvement.
“Economic selection indexes most 

certainly enable multiple trait selection 
WRZDUGV� LPSURYHPHQW� LQ� QHW� SURˋW�� ,�

think it’s important to understand that 
economic selection indexes should be 
designed to select for increased com-
PHUFLDO�OHYHO�QHW�SURˋW�DQG�WKH\�DUH�QRW�

meant to be a tool to provide direction, 
if you will, to a given breed,” said Dr. 
Spangler in the demo. “All too often 
,� ˋQG� FRQIXVLRQ� DERXW� WKDW�� $� EUHHG�

organization may say, well we want 
to focus on breed improvement and 
need a tool for that. And that very well 
could be completely different than the 
discussion about forming an economi-
cally rational index meant for commer-
FLDO�SURGXFHUV�WR�XVH�WR�HQKDQFH�SURˋW�

to their enterprise.”
:KHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR� SURˋW�GULYHQ�

decision-making, particularly for 
multiple trait selection, indexes have 
a history to support them. Adding 
the nuances of your operation to an 
internet-based system like iGENDEC 
makes that economic information 
more closely match your situation — 
and that much more valuable.

According to Dr. Spangler, there 
are currently more than 30 iGENDEC 
users, including several beef breed 
associations, extension educators and 
specialists, seedstock producers, com-
mercial cow-calf producers, and class-
room instructors. The program can 
be used by anyone but is intended for 
commercial and seedstock sellers and 
seedstock buyers. It’s useful to have 
D� ˋUP� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� EHHI� FDWWOH�

genetics, and how indexes work, to get 
the most out of it.

The software is free for exten-
sion and educators and designers 
hope that the program will also be 
used as a teaching tool. For regular 
users, there is a fee for access, with a 
reduced rate for BIF members. There 
is also a 30-day free trial opportunity.

Not sure you want to try using the 
software yourself? Talk to your breed 
association, extension service, or 
seedstock vendor—they may already 
be working with it.

To learn more about iGENDEC and 
if the tool would be useful for you, 
check out the Beef Improvement 
Federation’s website at https://
EHHˋPSURYHPHQW�RUJ�LJHQGHF. Dr. 
Spangler’s demo of the software is 
also available on the site.
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K
-State Livestock & Meat 
Industry Council recog-
nized the Tom Perrier 
Family during the 52nd 

Annual Stockmen’s Dinner on 
March 2, 2023.

Tom and his wife, Carolyn, 
(Graham) Perrier are fourth-gen-
eration ranchers in the Flint Hills. 
They were instrumental in imple-
menting technologies such as per-
IRUPDQFH� UHFRUGNHHSLQJ�� DUWLˋFLDO�

insemination, expected progeny dif-
ference (EPD) use, and ultrasound 
evaluation since their return from 
military service in 1969.

As confusing as it appears, the 
names “Dale” and “Banks” are 
nowhere in the Perrier family pedi-
gree. Robert and Alice Loy and their 
ˋUVW� WKUHH� FKLOGUHQ� KRPHVWHDGHG� D�

farm three miles northwest of Eureka, 
Kansas, in 1867 and named their farm 

“Dalebanks” — the same name as their 
ancestral farm and region in their 
homeland of England.

Just like three generations of ances-
tors, Tom and Carolyn have always 
believed in giving back to their com-
munity and industry through service 
in various organizations. Carolyn has 
served and led her PEO Chapter, the 
Greenwood County 4-H Foundation, 
Upper Fall River Jayhawkers 4-H Club, 
the Greenwood Preservation Society, 
Greenwood County Cattlewomen, 
Entre Nous, Music Club, and the Sacred 
Heart Altar Society. Tom served as 
Kansas Angus Association president, 

additionally, he served as a board 
member of the Greenwood County Fair 
Association, Eureka USD 389 School 
Board, Greenwood County Cattlemen’s 
Association, Greenwood County Farm 
Bureau, Kansas Livestock Association, 
and the Fall River Watershed District. 
He also served two terms on the 
American Angus Association Board of 
Directors. Their children have always 
been their true priority, and they are 
very proud of each of them.

Matt and Amy (Teagarden) Perrier 
and their children — Ava, Lyle, 
Hannah, Henry, and Hope live on 
the ranch. Amy is a part-time phys-
ical therapist, working in the local 
school, hospital, and rehabilitation 
clinic. She also advocates for the beef 
community through the Greenwood 
County Cattlewomen’s social media 
platforms, in addition to her full-
time roles as a ranch wife and mother. 
In addition to his managerial duties 
DW�'DOHEDQNV��0DWW�UHFHQWO\�ˋQLVKHG�

his term as president of the Beef 
Improvement Federation and is a past 
president of the Kansas Livestock 
Association, Greenwood County 
Farm Bureau, and the Greenwood 
County Cattlemen’s Associations. He 

currently serves on the Kansas Health 
Institute and hosts a bi-weekly pod-
cast, Practically Ranching.

Michele and Russ Callejo and their 
children, Luke and Alice, reside in 
Roseville, California. Russ serves as 
Deputy Regional Director for the U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation and Michele, 
who served in a variety of research roles 
in both the animal and human pharma-
FHXWLFDO�ˋHOGV��QRZ�FDUHV�IRU�WKHLU�FKLO-
dren and volunteers with numerous 
community organizations in the area.

Mark and Kelly Perrier and 
their children, Lauren and Drew, 
live in Wichita, Kansas. Mark is a 
VHQLRU� ˋQDQFLDO� DQDO\VW� IRU� 5DER�

AgriFinance and Kelly is the Director 
of Deli and Retail Channel Grocery 
Sales for Cargill.

The Kansas State University Animal Sciences 
and Industry department serves students, 
livestock producers, and the animal and 
food industries through teaching, research, 
and education. The K-State ASI department 
prepares students for careers in the ani-
mal and food industries. The curriculum 
includes the study of nutrition, reproduction, 
genetics, behavior, meat science, and food 
science with production, management, and 
agribusiness skills. For more about K-State’s 
ASI department visit www.asi.ksu.edu.

Tom Perrier Family
NAMED 2023

Stockman 
of the 
Year

Tom and Carolyn Perrier and their family.
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THE RUNDOWN

Nebraska Beef Council

Q� Founded in 1973

Q� Ann Marie Bosshamer,  
 Executive Director

Q� www.nebeef.org

FEATURING:

Nebraska 
Beef Council

BY KACY ATKINSON
A WR visit with your local cattle organizations...

STATE-BY-STATE

WR What are some of your most 

successful programs?

AB The Beef Passport Program 

started in the summer of 2021. It was 

perfect for the time we were in, as it 

provided a way for consumers tired 

of being at home to get out and see 

Nebraska and eat beef. It allowed 

them to connect with local communi-

ties across our state, and promote beef 

while building those relationships 

and connections. We’ve evolved the 

program to include a digital passport, 

and other states are interested in join-

ing in, which will help make it a last-

ing program, which is always a win.

Another success for us was putting 

WKH�ˌDW�LURQ�VWHDN�RQ�WKH�PDS��:H�GLG�

D�“&DWWOH�&UDZO”�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�ˋUVW�FUH-

ated (around 2001), which was a pro-

gressive dinner pairing beef and wine, 

and we were going to feature this steak 

no one had eaten. A journalist at the 

Omaha World Herald was unable to 

attend, so we set up a special tasting 

for her. She then wrote an article that 

ended up on the front page, which was 

then picked up by the AP, and eventu-

ally Peter Jennings at ABC World News 

Tonight. All that publicity really put 

WKH� ˌDW� LURQ� RQ� WKH� PHQX� DQG� JDYH�

it the start it needed to become the 

mainstream cut we have today.

WR What’s an opportunity in the 

future that excites you?

AB For Nebraska, one of our overarch-

ing principles is that we strive to put 

the money where the people are. We’re 

a cattle-rich/people-poor state, and 

so we look for ways to make a differ-

ence not only at the state level but the 

national level as well. If we can develop 

SURJUDPV�RWKHU�VWDWHV�FDQ�EHQHˋW�IURP��

that excites us. Additionally, we may 

QRW� KDYH� ELJ�WLPH� LQˌXHQFHUV� KHUH�

in Nebraska, but we can bring those 

individuals to our state and provide 

them with a top to bottom education 

of the beef industry in a day because 

there is no part of the chain we don’t 

have here. We can still make an impact, 

even if we don’t have the largest pop-

ulation, because we can help put our 

funds where people exist to make a 

difference for the entire industry. The 

opportunities we have to continue 

doing that in new ways are exciting.

WR What is the biggest challenge 

facing state beef councils?

AB Trying to determine the best way 

to reach producers to help them under-

VWDQG�WKH�EHQHˋWV�DQG�WKH�VSHFLˋFV�RI�

what the Checkoff is doing for them. 

We have producers who voted for the 

Checkoff back in the 80s, but we also 

have new producers who weren’t even 

born when it was established. Some 

INTERVIEW WITH ANN MARIE BOSSHAMER
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We are so proud of the Nebraska Beef Passport program and how it has taken off for us here in 
NE, and now it has the opportunity to be mirrored in other states! The Facebook group has been 
a wonderful way for consumers to connect with pictures like this and showcase the delicious 
beef being prepared at local NE restaurants.

Our NBC Board of Directors is elected by producer peers in their district for a 4-year term. They 
can run again for another term, but after 8 years they are termed off and new leadership takes 
over. We are so thankful for these producers who give of their time and talents for the good of 
the industry and the Checkoff.

producers know a lot about what it 

does, some know a little, but some 

know nothing about what those funds 

do. There are so many avenues to use 

to reach out, but trying to narrow 

down the most effective is challenging. 

And then balancing those that are very 

educated and don’t want us telling 

them what we are doing because they 

already know and just want us focused 

on consumers versus needing to let 

those producers who are unfamiliar 

with our work know we are doing good 

things, it’s a constant challenge we 

KDYHQ’W�TXLWH�ˋJXUHG�RXW�\HW�

WR What’s the biggest challenge 

facing the industry as a whole?

AB There are many, but I would say 

its producers can continue to operate 

in the independent way they want but 

have to recognize the social and eco-

nomic pressures that exist. We have to 

work together to promote not only our 

product but our industry and way of 

life. There is so much in the media we 

have to address, in addition to chal-

OHQJHV�OLNH�LQˌDWLRQ�DQG�GURXJKW��SOXV�

the general public’s attitudes about 

what we are doing. We have to work 

together and break down the silos 

we’ve built from our desire to be inde-

pendent. We have to have a common 

denominator to bring us back together 

because we need consumer trust, and 

that will only come from us as a whole.

WR Why do you believe Checkoff 

funds are important?

AB I honestly believe they are one of 

the least expensive insurance policies 

a producer will ever have. What we 

can do to reach the public every sin-

gle day, and we’ve been doing it a long 

time now, no producer could do on 

their own. We’ve always been there 

for you, which allows you to focus on 

being busy on the farm/ranch. You 

don’t have time to worry about what 

is being said on the news, but we mon-

LWRU�WKDW�HYHU\�GD\�DQG�̀ JXUH�RXW�KRZ�

WR�UHVSRQG�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�ZLOO�EHQHˋW�

you. If we as the Checkoff don’t play 

that role, who will? Be proud of what 

the Checkoff has done over the years, 

is doing now, and will continue to do 

in the future to answer public ques-

tions and meet demand.

WR encourages producers to have a 

voice by being active and involved in 

an association that aligns with your 

needs and ideals.

(ABOVE LEFT) Our state campaign has been embraced by many Nebraskans through an original t-shirt sales promotion where proceeds went to 
buy beef for the Food Bank of the Heartland. We do billboards, social media and more with this tagline that invokes pride and states clearly what 
Nebraska is all about.  (ABOVE RIGHT) Foreign marketing is essential to our strategic plan and our work with USMEF and the NE Department of 
Agriculture has been an excellent promotion for beef from Nebraska. But it depicts a multigenerational family, which is another reason for us to 
have passion behind what we do so that generations can continue to raise beef and be stewards of the land.
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www.autoeasyfeeder.com

Email: infoandsales@autoeasyfeeder.com

Contact us 
today for more 
information!

The AUTO EASY FEEDER
comes in 4’, 8’ and 16’

The AUTO EASY FEEDER

is a 

PROGRAMMABLE FEEDER,

which dispenses

different types and

sizes of bulk feed,

textured-type feed and

all size cubes.

Portable Corrals
Turn any remote area  

into easy working  
conditions.

32 Panel 
Carriers
Portable corral 
transport made 
easier — easy to 
load and unload.

Loading 

Chute

785.545.3606 • 800.466.3606

Winkel
Glen Elder, KS 67446-9717

www.winkelmfg.com

800-292-2987 •  www.watsonfloatvalve.com 

RanchWork.com
• Ranch employment, made simple

• Post a job, or a job wanted

• Since 1998, based in the USA

www.RanchWork.com

Website traffic: 50,000 visits per month

NEW!

MINERAL 
FEEDERS

AS TOUGH AS  

YOUR LIVESTOCK

Saves Mineral, Saves Money

• Bull & Spill Proof

• Weather Proof

• Ex Large Capacity

• Portable

• Calf Friendly

• Economical

INSECTICIDE STRIPS

WWW.AMERIAG.COM 

1-877-551-4916

See In Action at ameriag.com
U.S. Patent #9,380,761,  

#9,918,451,  #9,955,683 
Canadian Patent #2752991 
and other U.S. & International 

Patents Pending

NEW QUAD 
FEEDER

INSECTICIDE STRIPS Made in

the U.S.A.
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 Weld Time!
 Set Up
 Expendables
 Materials
Cussing

Save Buy Pre-Saddled Pipe Sleeves

Saddled-N-Ready.com (888) 969-4283

VWXOOIHHGHUV�FRP����������������

200 lb. capacity 
Standard Feeder-
Gravity Flow Fed
–�for ATV/UTV�

400 lb. capacity 

Feeder for UTVs  
Gravity Flow 
Fed

600 lb. capacity 
Auger Fed  
Feeder; For 
UTVs ONLY; Sits 
inside UTV Bed - 
Accommodates 
milled grains and 
most cubes�

*ALL FEEDERS SHIP UPS/FedEx 
FREIGHT; Knocked Down; Call for pricing 
and shipping information today. 

300 lb. and 600 lb. 
capacity Auger  
Fed Feeder; For  

UTVs ONLY; Sits 
inside UTV Bed - 
Accommodates  
milled grains and 
most cubes

stullfeeders.com  /  800-369-4131

* ALL FEEDERS SHIP UPS/FedEx  

FREIGHT; Knocked Down; Visit our website  

WR�SXUFKDVH�RU�¿QG�D�GHDOHU�QHDU�\RX

Lift “Down Cows”
��Convenient

��Easy

��Fast

��Safe

Contact:

American
Made

Quinter, KS 785-754-3513     Roger’s Cell 785-769-4479   www.swihart-sales.com

Economy

Model

Available

Roger’s Cell: 785-769-4479
www.swihart-sales.com

Swihart Sales Co.

7240 County Road AA, Quinter, KS 67752

FEED: Silage, Round Bales,
Ground Hay, Total Mixed Ration

KNOWN  FOR

Quality • Strength • Durability • Longevity

S.I.  FEEDERS
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Darwin Panama
Woven in Ecuador, finished in the 

USA with Australian styling for 
comfort under the sun.

 4.5" crown

800-324-4934  davidmorgan.com
11812 N Creek Pkwy N, Ste 103•Bothell, WA 98011

Shop online or request our catalog

^

Karaka® Whips made in New Zealand 

Akubra® Hats made inAustralia

Geier® Gloves made in America

3" brim

#1649 Darwin Panama, $149 delivered

S (6¾-6⅞)  M (7-7⅛)  L (7¼-7⅜)
XL (7½-7⅝)  XXL (7¾)

november 4-6, 2023 | orlando | angusconvention.com

E D U C AT I O N

T O U R S  &

T R A D E S H O W

Available from your Local Supplier  
or Online at OxfordAg.com

Scours? 
Rehydrate & 

Rebalance with 
Oxford Ag!

It’s Simple!

DANIELS PORTABLE 
DOUBLEWIDE WORKING ALLEY
The quietest alleyway on the market is 
also the only one your operation needs.

Featuring:
●  Sideswing gooseneck hitch
●  Fully adjustable side squeezes
●  Available in 32’, 38’ and 44’ 

View our full product line at 
RJLEnterprisesLLC.com 
or call 1-800-793-4283.MINIMIZE NOISE,

MAXIMIZE EFFICIENCY

www.betterbuiltkansas.com

TUMBLEBUG
The “Flip of a Switch” Bale Mover

•	 No	winches,	ropes	or	hydraulics
•	 SELF	LOADING	-	No	need	to	leave	the	vehicle
•	 $3,200	-	price	includes	tires
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Must See Video at www.BoxGrader USA.com – Call 833-207-0152 to Order – Immediate Shipping

USA
B U I L T  T O U G H  T O  L A S T !

Box Scraper and Grader in One!

Move dirt, gravel, crushed concrete or Move dirt, gravel, crushed concrete or 

snow…handle big loads with ease! snow…handle big loads with ease! 

Electronic control.Electronic control.

Pull with ATV, UTV or Lawn Tractor.Pull with ATV, UTV or Lawn Tractor.

 (928) 348-965(928) 348-96522
www.sunpumps.com

We Offer a We Offer a 
Full Line ofFull Line of

Solar 
Pumping Pumping 

Products for 
All Your All Your 
Water Water 
NeedsNeeds

Where do YOUYOU
need water?

Stronger
Together
#FarmStateOfMind

For a national resource directory visit

farmstateofmind.org

EMCELLE® TOCOPHEROL is  
micellized and water-dispersible. 
This enhances the calf’s ability to 
utilize vitamin E. Especially when 
compared to either powders or  
oily forms of vitamin E. 

EMCELLE® TOCOPHEROL
A natural-source and biologically active 
liquid form of vitamin E — the same form 
as in cow’s colostrum and milk. Specially 
formulated for use as a top-dress onto dry 
feeds at the time of feeding or administered 
in drinking water or milk replacer.

Research-based Solutions . . . 

for Animal Nutrition Needs

Info@StuartProducts.com

®
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• Quickly & Easily Removes Fencing and Posts

• Pulls Up Steel, Wood and Fiberglass Posts

• Can Roll Multiple Strands of Wire at Once

• Rolls Up Cable, Plastic, Sheep Wire…  
Even Barbed Wire

• Great for  
Custom Fencers

• One Man Operation

• Easy to Use

• Patented

• Safe

DAKOTA
WIRE WINDER & 

POST PULLER

Serving the 
Cattlemen in 
the Midwest

Built for a 
Fencer, By  
a Fencer…  
It Will Last!

Ultimate Skid Steer 
Attachment for 

Farmers & Ranchers

www.waldfencing.com

(701) 452-4000

WELL PIPE HINGES

We Ship Everywhere!

Hinge Sizes Available

• Well Pipe – 2 3/8”,  2 7/8”,  3 1/2”  &  4 1/2”

• Gate Sizes – 1.66” - 2”

Call for Price & Shipping Info

(800) 552-3295

Net Wrap x�Baler Twine  

Hay Tarps x�Silage Film 

Hay Preservative

LONG VIEW RANCH

Mandan, North Dakota

Phone: 701-663-7749 

Email: Lvr@livestockbranding.net

We are ranchers using 

our own products; 

leaving an impression 

that lasts generations.

www.livestockbranding.net

ELECTRIC BRANDING | FREEZE 

BRANDING | FIRE BRANDING

Made in the USA 

with USA parts

620 Tandem Axle206 Single Axle 412 Tandem Axle

•  NO POISON BAITS!

•  NO EXPLOSIONS!

THE MOST EFFECTIVE SAFE WAY 
TO KILL BURROWING RODENTS

•	 Simple	to	Operate

•	 Burrow	Systems	Are	Probed		
In	Multiple	Locations

•	 Control	Ground	Squirrels,	
Gophers,	Voles	and	Other	
Burrowing	Rodents	Using	
Pressurized	Exhaust	Gas

Visit Our Website for More Options and Information   www.HandMgophercontrol.com

Toll Free 855-667-5181  
or Call 530-667-5181

���

�����
���


�	����

���
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�
����
���

�	��
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����

Stop Burrowing RodentsStop Burrowing Rodents
From Stealing Your Profits!From Stealing Your Profits!

www.cuprem.com

Animal Health Products 

Great Products for Colostrum 

Replacer.  Products to prevent 

and Control Scours in New 

Born Calves 

Hay Preservative Lagoon & 

Septic Care Products 

Available from local Dealers 

& Distributors 

Quality Products Since 

1958 

1-800-228-4253 
info@cuprem.com
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BLEND FEED 
SOURCES

Cut Feed Costs  

Up to 50%

ezration@ezration.com  • Kim, CO 81049

www.ezration.com 800.242.9599

Find Out   
How At  

ezration.com

NewNew
• 2 bale Pickup Pull  

Hay Processor

• Computer controlled

• Powered by on-board 
Honda engine

• Pull behind any 
pickup equipped with 
gooseneck hitch

• In-cab touch screen 
monitor

EZ Ration Hay 
Processor

 Patented

Pickup Pull  
Hay Processor

• Create  
Cost Efficient  
Balanced Rations

• 4 or 6 Bale Models Available in Truck or Trailer
• Computer Controlled Available in Truck
• Grain, Silage and Scale Options

Hi-Valley 
Manufacturing 
970-724-9488

■  Will not tangle – ever!  ■  Long wearing!   ■  Heavy!
■  Pulls endwise through gates!
■  Travels at high speeds!
■  Custom sizes!

deltatoothharrow.com

Summer Performance Horse Online Auction

Listing Cutoff July 12

844-228-0488 

EquineMarket.com

July 26

To hear the
latest episode,
visit
agrisafe.org/ttfh
or scan this 
QR code!

agrisafe.org

TOTAL
FARMER
HEALTHTALKING

Podcast  with Linda  Emanuel

HELPING FARM FAMILIES IN CRISIS

feeding

HARVEST

HAYING

PLANTING

FARMRESCUE.ORG

FREE ASSISTANCE FOR FAMILIES EXPERIENCING

A MAJOR ILLNESS, INJURY OR NATURAL DISASTER.
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looking back
Continued from page 106
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Bert’s email is: westernimages@msn.com

it stuck with him for the rest of 
his life.

French worked hard and was 
soon promoted to foreman. 
Running out of new ground 
for his operation, Glenn was 
always searching for places 
to expand into other parts of 
the state. In 1872, he sent Pete 
and a group of vaqueros, along 
with a Chinese cook to move 
1,200 shorthorn cattle north 
into the short-grass foothills 
and high desert country of 
the Steens Mountain area of 
Southeastern Oregon.

Arriving in the Catlow Valley, 
French set up operations and 
began to take stock of the country. In 
one of those rare twists of fate that 
sometimes prove lucky, he met a local 
rancher and prospector named Porter. 
Porter had squatter’s rights on the 
west side of Steens Mountain, a small 
herd of cattle, and the registered brand 
“P.” He wanted out of the business and 
readily agreed to sell everything to 
Peter French. The famous P Ranch and 
the beginning of the legend of Peter 
French, the Cattle King of Southeast 
Oregon, was born that day, on a chance 
meeting of two ranchers.
:LWKLQ�D�IHZ�\HDUV��DQG�ZLWK�ˋQDQ-

cial help from Doctor Glenn, French’s 
operation began to evolve into a cattle 
empire. Parts of the land were swampy 
marshlands and French began to drain 
the marshy areas, fence large pas-
tures, and began irrigation for native 
hay. In time, the operation expanded 
from the Catlow Valley into the Blitzen 
Valley and the Diamond Valley, cover-
ing thousands of acres.

French, a sharp businessman by 
anyone’s measure, made use of a law 
FDOOHG�WKH�6ZDPS�DQG�2YHUˌRZ�$FW��,W�

allowed the unusable marshy areas to 
be purchased for the low price of $1.25 
an acre. To get the land at a low price, 
KH�EXLOW�GDPV�DQG�ˌRRGHG�ODUJH�DUHDV�

of land so he could get the lower price, 
then removed the dams to restore the 
dry land to its original condition after 
he had the title.

All of his employees were instructed 
WR� ˋOH� FODLPV� IRU� KRPHVWHDGV� WKDW� KH�

would then buy back from them. His 

constant drive for more land got him 
in trouble more than once for trying 
to fence in the public domain. French 
ZHQW� DIWHU� HYHU\� DFUH� KH� FRXOG� ˋQG��

forcing smaller landowners and settlers 
into a permanently defensive position. 
After years of growing his empire 
by any means necessary, he became 
not only the Cattle King of Southeast 
Oregon but the person nobody liked 
doing business with. His tactics were 
ruthless and nobody understood that 
better than Ed Oliver, who had been at 
war with the cattle king for years.

Pete French married Doctor Glenn’s 
daughter Ella in 1883. By another 
strange twist of fate, Doctor Glenn was 
murdered by a former employee three 
weeks after the wedding. The heirs to 
the Glenn business turned the com-
pany into the French-Glenn Livestock 
Company, with Pete as president. Pete 
and Ella had one son, Harold Glen 
French, and he divorced Ella in 1891.

At the peak of French’s business, he 
had from 150,000 to 200,000 acres. He 
ran as many as 6,000 horses and mules 
and 30,000 head of cattle. He was one 
RI�WKH�ˋUVW�LQ�WKH�DUHD�WR�UDLVH�KD\�DV�

feed and put it up for the winter.
Pete French was a wiry little man, 

standing only 5’ 7” tall and weighing 
about 125 lbs. In June of 1878, he had 
a different kind of trouble when Paiute 
and Bannock raiding parties attacked 
the P Ranch, burning buildings, kill-
ing and running off horses and cattle, 
and on one raid, shooting his horse out 
from under him. French was fearless in 

protecting his property, and the Indian 
raids were just part of doing business in 
this part of the country. What he didn’t 
know was he had not yet met his tough-
est opponent, a small-time rancher 
named Ed Oliver.

Pete French’s success led him to 
more and more harassment of the 
ORFDOV��DQG�KH�ˋOHG�ZKDW�ZHUH�FDOOHG�

Ejectment lawsuits against many 
settlers in 1896 and 1897 in another 
attempt to get their land. If the locals 
didn’t like him before, they positively 
hated him after this. The suits forced 
the settlers to travel to Portland and 
incur as much expense and inconve-
nience as possible on them.

Ed Oliver and other settlers had a 
long-running battle against French’s 
effort to keep them off of public land. 
When he tried to cross the pasture he 
KDG�EHHQ�̀ JKWLQJ�IRU��KH�ZDV�DFFRVWHG�

again by French. Ed Oliver had simply 
heard enough. He drew his gun and 
killed him, then rode home through 
the contested pasture.

Initially charged with murder, he 
pled not guilty and was bailed out 
on a $10,000 bond put up by seven 
other local settlers. By the trial date, 
the charge had been reduced to man-
slaughter, and after a long trial with 
dozens of witnesses for the prosecu-
tion, and the fact that French had no 
gun on him during the incident, Ed 
Oliver was found not guilty by a jury 
of his peers.

The Pete French Round Barn is a historical site maintained by the 
Oregon State Parks.  Located about 50 miles SE of Burns, the 1884 
P Ranch structure is basically a large enclosed round pen.
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looking back
BY BERT ENTWISTLE

Death On The P Ranch
The final hours of Cattle King Pete French

he day after Christmas 

in 1897, Pete French had 

been working horseback 

on his ranch rounding up 

a few head of cattle. As he opened 

a gate, he turned toward the road 

and spotted rancher Ed Oliver, a 

man he considered to be his worst 

enemy, about to ride into one of his 

pastures. French was immediately 

enraged and spurred hard, riding 

straight toward Oliver, crashing the 

two horses into each other.

learning their language and customs. 

Somewhere about this time, John 

picked up the name Peter or Pete, and 

After threatening Oliver and scream-

ing at him to get off his land, he bran-

dished a riding quirt. As his old adver-

sary started to turn toward his home, 

French spun his horse around and 

looked at him again, continuing his 

taunts. Oliver pulled his pistol from his 

EHOW�DQG�ˋUHG�DW�KLP��3HWH�)UHQFK��WKH�

Southeast Oregon cattle king fell from 

his horse, dead from a bullet through 

his head. Ed Oliver stared down at the 

lifeless body for a moment, turned back 

to the road, and continued across the 

pasture to his house. The killing of Pete 

French shocked nobody in the valley or 

anyone he had ever done business with.

Born John William French, in 

Callaway County, Missouri on April 

30th, 1849, his father, Marion, and his 

mother, Mary, moved to California, 

eventually settling in the Sacramento 

area. Marion started a sheep farm and 

within a few years became very suc-

cessful. John, not caring for the bore-

dom of living and working on a sheep 

RSHUDWLRQ�� OHIW� WR�ˋQG�KLV� RZQ�SODFH�

in the world.

Finding himself in the Jacinto area, 

he was hired on as a horse wrangler for 

Doctor Hugh James Glenn, a well-es-

tablished cattle rancher and wheat 

farmer. French took to the business 

quickly, meeting many vaqueros and Continued on page 105
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Pride In Your Herd

www.allflexusa.com

Allflex Custom ID tags work harder for you. A tool kit of sizes, colors,
and types serve the unique ways you sort, manage and market your
cattle. Customize tags with an ID system in crisp, clean, permanent
laser-ink marking.  And place a proud brand on your tags to make a
mark for your legacy.

Copyright © 2023 Merck & Co., Inc., Rahway, NJ, USA and its affiliates. All rights reserved.



<J�WFNXJ�HFYYQJ�FSI�XJQQ�GJJK��<J�fiLZWJI�TZY�MT\�YT�WFNXJ�HFYYQJ�NS�FS�FQQ�SFYZWFQ�JS[NWTSRJSY�� 
We are GAP Step 4, no antibiotics ever. It’s not accidental that you can raise cattle like that and 
not have problems with illness.�<MJS�\J�fiWXY�XYFWYJI��\J�MFI�TZW�XMFWJ�TK�INKfiHZQYNJX�NS�YMTXJ�
FHYN[NYNJX��&SI�YMJS�\J�QJFWSJI�T[JW�YNRJ�MT\�YT�IT�YMNSLX�NS�F�\F^�YMFY�\J�HTZQI�PJJU�YMJR�FQQ�
SFYZWFQ�

<J�\JWJ�J]UJWNJSHNSL�IJFYM�QTXX�TK���TW��
��<J�YMTZLMY�\J�MFI�F�UWJYY^�WTGZXY�[FHHNSFYNTS� 
UWTYTHTQ�ZXNSL�GWFSI�SFRJ�[FHHNSJX��RTINfiJI�QN[JX��ITNSL�FGTZY�J[JW^YMNSL�^TZ�HTZQI�IT��9MJS� 
)W��2TSY^�0JWQJ^��KWTR�YMJ�:SN[JWXNY^�TK�2NXXTZWN��\MT�.�MF[J�YMJ�LWJFYJXY�WJXUJHY�KTW��FSI�.�LTY�YT�
PST\�GJHFZXJ�TK�YMJ�'.+�FKfiQNFYNTS��UZY�RJ�TS�*SIT[FH��

)W��0JWQJ^�XFNI�“That stuff really works and it’s not only good on Salmonella but it also confers 
XTRJ�KJJI�JKfiHNJSH^�ѧ�8T�\J�FIIJI�*SIT[FH�NSYT�TZW�UWTYTHTQ�TK�[FHHNSFYNTSX��We started using 
Endovac�\MJS�GWNSLNSL�NS�KJJIJW�HFYYQJ�KWTR�INKKJWJSY�UJTUQJ�FX�\JQQ�FX�ZXNSL�NY�TS�TZW�T\S��&QQ� 
.�HFS�YJQQ�^TZ��FSI�^TZѣWJ�UWTGFGQ^�LTNSL�YT�YMNSP�.ѣR�Q^NSL��GZY�now we only run about a quarter 
percent death loss, keeping them all natural the whole 
way through. We are audited by a third party for those 
claims. <J�OZXY�ITSѣY�MF[J�RZHM�NQQSJXX��This vaccine 
works! 

We don’t even think about not using Endovac… it works 
that well! We use it on our breeding herd and on the 
feeder cattle we buy from people. It’s a great product and 
it’s very cost effective.�.�HFSѣY�LN[J�^TZ�FQQ�YMJ�XHNJSYNfiH�
J]UQFSFYNTSX�GJMNSI�*SIT[FH��GZY�HTZUQNSL�NY�\NYM�FQQ�YMJ�
TYMJW�[FHHNSFYNTSX�\J�ZXJ��PJJUX�TZW�HFYYQJ�MJFQYM^��<J�
MF[JSѣY�MFI�F�UWTGQJR�\NYM�KTTY�WTY�JNYMJWѰ�RF^GJ�TSJ�
HFXJ�NS�YJS�^JFWX��.K�NYѣX�HFWI�HFWW^NSL�UNSPJ^J��\MJWJ�YMJ^�
OZXY�WFSITRQ^�IJ[JQTU�NY�\NYMTZY�XTRJ�PNSI�TK�NSOZW^��\J�
ITSѣY�MF[J�NY��<MFY�.�ZSIJWXYFSI�NX�YMFY�YMJ�*SIT[FH�NX�FS�
NRRZSJ�WJXUTSXJ�GTTXYJW�FSI�FX�F�WJXZQY�TK�YMFY��FLFNS��
\JѣWJ�GFHP�YT�YMJ�GTYYTR�QNSJ��We just have a ridiculously 
low problem with animal health since we’ve been using 
Endovac. It works! That’s all I can tell you.

��8YJ[J�<MNYRNWJ�� 
��7NILJfiJQI�+FWR���'WFXXYT\S�'JJK

+NSI�^TZW�SJFWJXY�WJU�FY�*SIT[FH'JJK�HTR 

���������������Q������'FXX�1FSJ�Q�(TQZRGNF��24������



FREE Info from WR Advertisers

To receive valuable 

information FREE

from Working Ranch

advertisers, please 

circle the corresponding 

reader service 

number(s) in this 

card from the list above 

and attach 

your mailing label or print 

legibly. 

Name __________________________________________________________________

Ranch Name ___________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________

Phone (optional) _______________________________________________

Email (optional) _______________________________________________________

FOR FASTER PROCESSING

TAPE, GLUE OR STAPLE YOUR

MAILING LABEL HERE!

SUMMER 2023 ISSUE

Circle your request 
here.
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HEALTH / NUTRITION / MGMT

Circle 501 for info from all in this category.

401 Allflex 107

402 CattleMax Software 9

403 CattleTags.com                  53 & 103

404 Endovac                           Back Cover

405 Ralco Nutrition 67

406 Vitalix 59

407 Westway Feed Products 3

408 Y-Tex                                        2 & 47

APPAREL

Circle 502 for info from all in this category.

409 Stetson 75

BREEDS

Circle 503 for info from all in this category.

410 American Angus Assoc.    55 & 100

411 American Red Angus Assoc.        11

412 American Simmental Assoc.        45

BUYER’S CORRAL

419 AgriSafe 103

420 AmeriAg 98

421 Auto Easy Feeder 98

422 Box Grader 101

423 Cobett 99

424 Cuprem 102

425 David Morgan 100

426 Farm Rescue 103

427 Giant Rubber Water Tanks 101

428 Graham School 101

429 Grandin Livestock System 100

430 Hoskins Mfg - Waterers 103

431 Long View Ranch Irons 102

432 Oxford Ag 100

433 Pretty Good Twine 102

434 RanchWork.com 98

435 RJL Enterprises 100

436 Stuart Products 101

437 Stull Feeders 99

438 Sun Pumps Inc 101

439 Swihart's LLC 99

440 Tap Gate/Saddled-N-Ready        99

441 Watson Mfg 98

442 Winkel Mfg 98

FENCING & SCALES

Circle 504 for info from all in this category.

413 Bekaert Fencing 28

414 CattleScales.com                 53 & 99

415 Datamars Tru-Test 73

416 Rice Lake 7

417 Sooner Scale 89

418 Stay Tuff 19

LIVESTOCK EQUIPMENT

Circle 506 for info from all in this category.

443 Arrowquip 5

444 Powder River 15

445 Priefert 36

446 Rawhide Portable Corral 79

447 Safety Zone Calf Catchers 21

TRAILERS & HITCHES

Circle 508 for info from all in this category.

449 Big Bend Trailers 25

450 Gooseneck 31

451 Wilson Trailer 16

OTHER

Circle 509 for info from all in this category.

452 701X 33

453 Farm Bureau                    RSC & 101

454 Hayden Outdoors 7

455 LandTrust 41

456 Liphatech Inc (Rozol) 40

457 LivestockMarket.com        13 & 103

458 MD Barnmaster 29

459 Tank Toad 21

TRACTORS / HAYING / FEEDING

Circle 507 for info from all in this category.

448 Bobcat 51
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 Visit farmstateofmind.org to access:

•  A national directory of mental health  
resources by state

•  Tips on recognizing warning signs  
and how to start a conversation

Stronger
Together
#FarmStateOfMind

farmstateofmind.org

•  Research on rural and farmer mental health 

•  Free on-demand training

988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline 
Text or call 988 for help, 24/7


